
We have likely all had times in our lives 
when the anticipation of an event was 
so exciting that we could hardly contain 
ourselves. As kids it might have been the 
night before Christmas, the only evening 
we would voluntarily go to bed at 4:30pm in 
the afternoon in hopes of making ourselves 
go to sleep. It did not help that my three 
brothers and I shared a room, so there was 
always a fair amount of goofing around, and 
at some point, usually our dad, would shout 
up the stairs “get to bed up there!” We would 
scramble to the appointed positions in our 
beds and it would all start again. 
Then, after falling asleep for what seemed 
like forever, we, along with our sister, would 
get up way too early, try to convince our 
parents we had slept enough. They would 
point out that they had just gone to bed and 
we were only asleep for a short time. My 
early experience with “Hurry up and wait.”
Fast forward to 2022 and I am having 
another experience of “Hurry up and wait.” 
This time it concerns the Saint Olaf/Aeon 
affordable housing project. The project got 
rolling in 2017 when then pastor Fr. Patrick 
Kennedy convened parish leadership, staff 
and some outside experts to consider 
the possibilities for the Saint Olaf-owned 
Exodus building. Neither the parish nor our 
longtime partner, Catholic Charities, had the 
immediate resources necessary to provide 
the building the needed upgrades and TLC 

after 30 years of use. 
Over the next 18 months the lease with 
Catholic Charities would be on a course to 
sunset and Saint Olaf engaged a variety of 
folks to help determine the best path for the 
mission and ministry of this important parish 
asset. Developing affordable housing was at 
the top of a very short list with no second 
place option, so great was the need. Request 
for proposals were extended to a few very 
qualified housing organizations. Proposals 
were reviewed and a strong consensus was 
reached to partner with Aeon. 
The urgency was growing as the process 
reached this point. The earliest hope to 
maintain the 90+ units of supportive 
housing grew to more than more than 200 
units in a new structure above the parking 
lot (with parking returned to the parish when 
construction was completed). Fr. Kennedy 
wrote in his March 2019 letter to the 
community rolling out the project:
 Our assets and resources should not sit 
idle. Following the way of Christ means we do 
not only wait for the rainy day to come. We 
place our faith in God’s love that Christ will 
accompany us each and every day, rain or 
shine, and call us to reflect his mercy and 
compassion in service to the world around 
us.
Momentum continued through the transition 
to Fr. Kevin Kenney beginning his service as 

pastor in July 2019. The lease with 
Catholic Charities was extended because 
the project renovations for their new facility 
in Elliot Park hit some substantial delays. 
Even the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic in 
March 2020 did not disrupt the movement of 
providing affordable housing in the heart of 
the city (except to move meetings from 
in-person to Zoom). 

The 99-year ground lease was finalized. The 
project had grown to 500+ units of housing 
in the rehabbed Exodus and two towers, 
with support from neighborhood groups, 
elected officials, and other stakeholders. 
Attention was timed to the legislative 
session of 2022, where necessary funding 
and rule changes for Housing 
Infrastructure Bonds needed to be passed, 
with the history of bipartisan support.

Then, the session ended with a lot of 
work on priorities left undone. As often
happens, this work gets done in a special 
session. This time it did not. The funding
streams for the project, and others like it, 
are now paused. With a $9 billion surplus, 
important needs are left unmet. 
After all the “hurry up,” now we “wait.” The 
partnership with Aeon remains strong!
It’s NOT a matter of “if” it happens, 
but “when.” Interim uses for Exodus are 
being explored as I write this. More details to 
come. In the meantime, pray like Jesus taught 
us to pray.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
July 24: Gn 18:20-32, Ps 138, Col 2:12-14, Lk 11:1-13
July 31 - Saint Olaf Day: Ecc 1:2, 2:21-23, Ps 90, Col 3:1-5, 
9-11, Lk 12:13-21

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 
6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays 
at 10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.

SAINT OLAF CHOIR NATIONAL ANTHEM VIDEO
The Saint Olaf Festival Choir sang at the Twins game on 
Wednesday, June 22, and the Minnesota Twins organization 
recorded and shared the video with us. You can find it on the 
Saint Olaf website, SaintOlaf.org, and scroll down to News & 
Announcements section and click on the choir picture. 

SAINT OLAF PILGRIMAGE
If you are interested in a Summer 2023 pilgrimage in Norway, 
walking the Saint Olavsleden path to Nidaros Cathedral, 
Trondheim, stop by the information booth after all Masses on 
the weekend of July 23/24 to find out more!

CURRENT CRITICAL NEEDS FOR SAMARITAN 
MINISTRY
Bed pillows (new or clean/unstained), washcloths, hand 
towels, men’s underwear (size medium and large), men’s jeans 
(waist 36 and 38), and backpacks.

RCIA AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION CLASSES 
FOR 2022-2023
If you have thought about becoming Catholic or have youth 
in need of Sacramental Preparation for First Reconciliation, 
First Eucharist, and Confirmation, please contact the parish 
office to add your name to the interest list.  Classes for the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and Sacramental 
Preparation will begin in the fall.

FREE PARKING AROUND SAINT OLAF
Minneapolis Club Ramp – Directly across 8th Street has a 
parking ramp ticket system.  Please bring the ticket to Saint 
Olaf Front Reception when leaving to have the ticket validated.  
Use the validated ticket to exit the ramp for FREE.  
*Deluxe Plaza Ramp/ formerly 121 Ramp – Across 2nd
avenue.  Pick up a voucher from the Front Reception to use
with their system to receive FREE parking
*Surface lot on the Southwest Corner of 10th Street and 2nd
Avenue. Pick up a Saint Olaf Parking Voucher from the Front
Reception and place it on your dashboard on the driver’s side.
*Available Saturday and Sunday liturgies only.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm

SATURDAY, JULY 23
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, JULY 24
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JULY 25
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM

TUESDAY, JULY 26
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 27
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, JULY 28
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JULY 29
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS IN CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
SATURDAY, JULY 30 SAINT OLAF DAY CELEBRATION
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #2
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

July 4 - 10 $23,035 $23,000 $35

YTD through Week #2 $35,905 $35,500 $405

Enjoy treats after Mass!




