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FEAST OF SAINT OLAF
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

This weekend we celebrate Saint 
Olaf, the patron saint of our parish, 
King and Martyr. Saint Olaf is the 
patron saint of Norway, where his 
feast day is celebrated on July 29. 
Each year on the weekend closest 
to this date, we celebrate “Saint Olaf 
Day” with special music, prayers, and 
Scandinavian treats.  Unfortunately, 
this year our celebration will be 
limited.

On our website you can read: “Olaf 
Haraldsson (c. 995 – 1030) was born 
in Ringerike, Norway, son of a Viking 
lord. During a trip to Normandy, Olaf 
experienced the vibrant life of French 
Christianity and, exchanging Viking 
lore for the Christian faith, he was 
baptized at Rouen. This was a period 
when Christianity was still united, 
before the Great Schism between 
Orthodox and Catholic Christians, 
and long before the Reformation 
and Counter-reformation. After his 
baptism, Olaf felt called to return to 
Norway and unite the various tribes 
under Christ. That he did, reigning as 
the first king of the united Norway 
beginning in 1015. Olaf brought a 
governing system, legal protections, 
and freedoms to the people under 
“King Olaf’s law,” which looked to 
Christ as the standard for action and 
law.

In 1028, King Olaf lost the throne to 
invaders and went into exile. In 1030, 
inspired to come back to Norway and 
retake the country for Christ, Olaf 
returned with his loyal forces. He lost 
his life on the battlefield, martyred by 
the blow of a rebel’s axe (which Saint 
Olaf is holding in his statue above 
our sanctuary). After his death, many 
miracles ensued and Norway did, 
indeed, become a Christian country 
again. In 1164, after more than a 
century of veneration within Norway, 
Olaf received pontifical canonization 
as a saint.

When we venerate Olaf, we honor 
his faith, courage, and commitment 
to spreading the gospel, no matter 
the cost. We ask for the grace to 
follow God’s will for us and ‘to serve 
as a living sign of Christ’s saving 
presence.’” 

What a treasure we have in our 
parish named after Saint Olaf.  Since 
June 1, 1941, Saint Olaf has been on 
the corner of 8th Street and Second 
Avenue.  The parish has been through 
many ups and downs over the years 
but always has been a “living sign 
of Christ’s presence.”  We still are 
today as we have experienced many 
blessings and challenges this past 
year.  From 8th Street construction, 
to retirements, to weather, to the 
virus, to protests, this past year 
seems more like ten years.  One of 
the treasures of Saint Olaf are the 
parishioners and there are so many 
of you.  I have been overwhelmed this 
past year by your support and love.  
We come in many shapes, forms, 
ideologies, and a vast difference in 
views, but we can all come together 
as a living sign of Christ presence.  
Respecting each other and listening 
to each other is something I have 
witnessed at Saint Olaf and as Saint 
Olaf himself brought Christianity to 
Norway, we still carry on his mission 
here in downtown Minneapolis.

This weekend our RCIA Catechumen 
and our three candidates will be 
fully initiated in the Catholic Church 
at our 4:00 pm Mass on Saturday.  
They have waited patiently as we 
have made our way through the ups 
and downs of the times.  We will 
celebrate First Communions at the 
10:00 am Mass on Sunday for a few 
of our students and others will do 
so later.  The Church is still alive and 
drawing people to its mission, as we 
will see this weekend.  We welcome 
you with joy!

As we celebrate Saint Olaf this 
weekend, may we be strengthened 
in faith to continue to live our lives 
in the faith of Jesus Christ.  May we 
pray for “understanding hearts” 
during this time of reimagining what 
the Church, the world and our lives 
will look like.  Thank you for your 
continued prayers, support and love.  
Know that I lift you up in prayer and 
hold you in my heart.  Stay cool and 
with God’s blessing, hopefully, we 
will see each other soon. 
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
July 26: 1 Kgs 3:5,7-12, Ps 119, Rom 8:28-30, Mt 13:44-52 or 13:44-46
August 2: Is 55: 1-3, Ps 1445, Rom 8: 35, 37-39, Mt 14: 13-21

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. 
We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial 
services when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.org 
and click on Funeral in the top right of any page to see any the 
scheduled funerals.

Peggie Parks, Parishioner, died: July 14, 2020 
Shirley McBride, Associate Parishioner, Died April 
23, 2020 - Buried May 8, 2020 Basilica of Saint Mary

SAINT OLAF DAY
Please remember Saint Olaf in your prayers this weekend of July 
25th and 26th as we celebrate our parish feast day. Join us in 
person or virtually for Mass as we celebrate with special music and 
a surprise or two.

ARE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW FACING FOOD 
SHORTAGES?
Saint Olaf maintains a small food shelf and we can help. We can 
also help locate additional food resources in your neighborhood. 
Please call the parish office for more information.

THE MINNEAPOLIS INTERFAITH RELIEF FUND (MIRF)
has been established by the downtown interfaith congregations in 
response to requests for financial support following the police killing of 
George Floyd.
An Allocation Team of senior clergy will disburse funds to agencies and 
partners in communities of color and in the indigenous community that 
are working directly with those most affected. Westminster is honored 
to serve as fiscal sponsor for MIRF. To learn more, you can go to the 
Saint Olaf Website and scroll to the Statement on George Floyd at the 
bottom of the main page.  A listing of resources and FAQ sheet on MIRF is 
attached to that message.
Should you choose to donate by check, please make it payable to 
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 1200 Marquette Avenue, Minneapolis, 
MN 55403 with MIRF in the memo line. Gifts will be tax-deductible. To 
donate online to the MIRF: westminstermpls.org/stewardship/mirf

VISIT THE SAINT OLAF WEBSITE AT SAINTOLAF.ORG
Please visit the Saint Olaf website for updates on the Coronavirus and its 
impact on Saint Olaf. The main page has the latest information posted as 
we learn of any revisions or updates.
If you would like to watch Sunday and Weekday Mass please visit the 
Saint Olaf website. Click on the word Media. Scroll down and click on 
“View This Week’s Mass Broadcast”. Click on the Mass broadcast you 
wish to view. The most recent broadcast will be shown at the top. The 
daily Masses are recorded Monday-Thursday in both English and Spanish 
and are posted on the Saint Olaf website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

NEED A PRAYER, NEED COMMUNION, OR NEED TO 
SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear another 
voice, please give us a call, we are here for you, 612-332-7471. 
If you are older or have some underlying health conditions and 
do not feel comfortable returning to Mass and want to receive 
Communion, please call the parish office and one of us priests will 
happy to bring Communion to you outdoors at your home. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please be 
patient with us as we maneuver a new way of existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass
• Please observe social distancing
• Please make your visit brief
• Please only use bathrooms out of necessity
• Please follow the directions of the Greeters and Ushers

who are here to help and protect you
• Instructions about how to receive Communion will be

given during Mass (Communion will be distributed at
the end of Mass).

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, JULY 25
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, JULY 26
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, JULY 27
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

TUESDAY, JULY 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, JULY 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, JULY 30
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, JULY 31
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #2
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

July 6-12 $32,020 $19,421 $12,599

YTD through
Week #2 $42,059 $29,421 $12,638

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 


