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AEON-SAINT OLAF AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT: GROWING WITH THE PASSAGE OF TIME

by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

Just give it time. We have likely heard and/or 
used this phrase a time or two! The passage of 
time can drive one crazy like a child waiting for 
Christmas morning, or help bring healing and 
hope as important pieces fall into place. 
These days we often mark the passage of 
time since the pandemic began. It brings the 
return of members and visitors, but also brings 
new strains and new concerns, and constant 
reminders of loss. The passage of time for 
households with children, especially young 
children, displays the changes in growth and 
maturity for these youngsters getting older. 
More baptisms are being celebrated here at the 
parish and I often think, what will the arc of this 
child’s life be, in faith and in the world? What 
dreams will be realized and what possibilities 
will be discovered over the span of their years?
Such is the case also for the Saint Olaf affordable 
housing project. In just a few short, quick couple 
of years, what started as a conversation about 
what to do with the next door Exodus Residence 
in need of a major upgrade, has blossomed into 
the possibility of being the largest affordable 
housing project in downtown Minneapolis.
The passage of time has also added to the 
urgency for more affordable housing in our 
community. If you do not have housing, hearing 
“just give it time” is not a helpful response.
With deliberate care and surrounded by 
great expertise, the conversation turned to 

extending a request for proposals to highly 
qualified developers of affordable housing. 
Exodus currently houses about 93 people. The 
early hope was to provide at least this many 
units of housing. Proposals were returned and 
reviewed. Each offered a variation of a rehabbed 
Exodus, and some additional housing next to it 
and above our current parking lot. 
Saint Olaf leadership supported the selection of 
Aeon as the parish partner for the project. A 99-
year ground lease agreement was negotiated. 
Aeon would own and manage the buildings, 
and Saint Olaf would retain the land and parking 
after the building was completed, receive 
lease payments to fund parish ministries, and 
most importantly, people in need of affordable 
housing would have homes right in our 
downtown neighborhood!
Funding for affordable housing is not an easy 
thing to get. Configuring the numbers—for 
funding, for the number of units, for the target 
rent categories—needed the Aeon expertise. 
Early concepts had a vision for 200-240 units of 
housing. This represented exciting growth from 
93.
A funny thing happened with the passage of 
more time. As Aeon shared the proposal with 
other stakeholders, there was a wave of added 
support and strong encouragement to think 
bigger. Soon, what seemed ambitious at 240 
units sounded too modest, and 20-25 story 

buildings creating about 500 units of affordable 
housing became the main conversation. Nearly 
70 units of supportive housing would be in the 
rehabbed Exodus building. The balance would 
be between two towers, one over the parking 
lot and one next to the Exodus, and likely built 
in two phases.
The story was picked up by StarTribune business 
columnist Neal St. Anthony in June and shared 
on Relevant Radio in July. It was also presented 
to the Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood 
association Land Use Committee for the second 
time and received the requested letter of 
support. Hennepin County has also committed 
support for the project and the support services 
for future residents of Exodus. City Council 
Member Lisa Goodman, who represents this 
part of downtown, has given her strong support 
and calls it her “passion project”.
Westminster Presbyterian and Oak Grove 
Presbyterian have committed financial support. 
Work on funding/financing is very active. Much 
more will be needed.
Just as with the weather, growing children and 
other parts of life, the passage of time will no 
doubt bring more changes and updates on 
the particulars of this important project. Stay 
tuned! Support the vision of providing, quality, 
affordable housing for our sisters and brothers. 
It’s about time.



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
August 01: Ex 16: 2-4, 12-15, Ps 78, Eph 4: 17, 20-24, Jn 6: 24-35
August 08: 1 Kgs 19: 4-8, Ps 34, Eph 4: 30-5:2, Jn 6: 41-51

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass and our 
Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/
live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church, 
Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on the 
website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

THE FRANCISCAN SISTERS OF LITTLE FALLS ARE DEEPLY 
HONORED AND GRATEFUL TO SAINT OLAF’S PARISH
for the meaningful Memorial Mass and tribute on Monday, July 19 for Sister 
Joan Tuberty, our beloved community member. From the moment of our 
arrival, we were welcomed and assisted by Father Kevin. We felt at home 
immediately. Thank you to all the parishioners who greeted and welcomed us, 
attended the Memorial Mass, those who signed the guest book, prayed and 
sang together. The reception and storytelling following the Mass spoke to us 
of the deep impact Sister Joan had on her ‘close friends’, and all in attendance. 
Thank you for the variety and depth of the stories. Thank you for the warm 
hospitality of the Centering Prayer group, the visuals and love in the displays 
and the goodness that pervaded throughout the gathering. How she loved 
this ministry, how she felt nurtured by the Saint Olaf parish community. 
Thank you, thank you. You are welcomed to visit her gravesite and stop for 
coffee when you are in the Little Falls area. You are now part of our family too.

GIVE A FOREVER GIFT TO THE SAINT OLAF
ENDOWMENT TO HONOR CELEBR-EIGHTY
As we celebrate our 80th anniversary, Saint Olaf is encouraging all to 
prayerfully consider making a Forever Gift to honor Saint Olaf. The Saint Olaf 
Endowment Fund was created in 1997 and currently stands at $160,399. In 
honor of our 80th anniversary we will be designating an $80,000 gift from the 
Pauline Altermatt estate to the Saint Olaf Endowment Fund and invite you 
to participate with us. Gifts can be cash gifts in any amount, or future gifts 
designated in your estate plan. The parish goal is to raise the fund to $500,000 
so the parish can annually benefit from these Forever Gifts. Contact Mary 
Kennedy, MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org or 612-767-6204 for more information.

CONFIRMATION CLASSES FOR THOSE WITH DISABILITIES 
Saturdays, August 7 and 21, 9:30-11:30 a.m., Church of Saint Richard, 
Richfield. Classes for those age 16 and over. Registration forms will be 
available at 8:30 a.m. prior to the first day of classes. Both classes are 
mandatory for guardians and candidates. For those who complete the classes, 
the sacrament of confirmation will be available at the Mass for Persons with 
Disabilities on Sunday, September 19, 3 p.m., at St. Mary’s Chapel, Saint Paul 
Seminary. Archbishop Bernard Hebda will officiate. To register contact Deacon 
Eric Gunderson or Sonya Flomo at 651-291-4488 or flomos@archspm.org.

AT THE BASILICA OF ST. MARY
Angels Unawares is a bronze life-size sculpture created by Timothy Schmalz 
and depicts a group of migrants and refugees from different cultural and 
racial backgrounds and from diverse historic periods of time. This incredible 
sculpture will be at The Basilica on the plaza throughout the month of August 
2021. Look for more information on mary.org/angelsunawares.

ARCHBISHOP HEBDA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
The Archdiocesan Synod is coming and your input is needed to help him chart the 
course for the future. Please consider joining the small group discussion process 
here at Staint Olaf to meet and discuss and give feedback to the Archbishop. 
Once a week for 6 weeks September 19 to October 25. Details to follow.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, JULY 31
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 1
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 2
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 3
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 6
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #3
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
JULY 12 - 18 $10,299 $10,000 $299

YTD through
Week #3 $58,182 $57,000 $1,182

SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE TWINS 
Join parishioners and friends to hear our choir sing the national anthem 
Tuesday August 31st, at 7:00pm, Twins vs Chicago Cubs. Tickets for $25.
Reserve tickets using the form below. Join us beforehand at the church for a 
Hot Dog dinner starting at 5pm and then a bus to take us to the game at 6pm. 
HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS PROJECT-SAVE THE DATES!
Habitat for Humanity is back in business after a COVID-19 pause and so is 
Saint Olaf. The parish has secured three dates for parishioners to scrape, paint 
and do minor repairs as part of the “Brush with Kindness” project on Sept 2, 
3 & 8. Watch for sign-up information coming soon. Call the parish office for 
more information, 612-332-7471.

SAINT OLAF NIGHT AT THE
Number of tickets ($25 each)
Total enclosed (cash or check only)

Name

Phone Number
Email
I would like to sit by

Checks made out to Saint Olaf Church

Mail to Saint Olaf, drop in the collection basket, or drop at reception desk in Forliti 
Foyer by August 9th. Payment MUST be included with this order form.


