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I was recently at the installation of a 
new pastor at a parish where I previ-
ously served as pastor. The text of the 
opening song referenced “things an-
cient,” “things present,” and “things to 
come.” Archbishop Hebda told those 
assembled all three were gathered; he 
pointed to me as ancient, to the one 
stepping down as present, and to the 
one being installed as things to come! 
The nerve of him!! (though I may use it 
when the time comes for me to retire). 
 
It is true the sense of time as past, 
present, and future touches all of our 
lives as both individuals, and in the 
case of St. Olaf, our collective lives 
connected to this parish in a variety of 
ways. It is also true that we can get 
locked in and paralyzed in one time 
frame at the expense of the others. 
Know anybody (maybe you?) always 
talking about the “good old days” but 
missing the beauty of today? Or the 
opposite where someone has no ap-
preciation for the goodwill or best ef-
forts of those who came before.  
 
Parish life needs a dynamic apprecia-
tion of all three; past, present and fu-
ture in order to be healthy, engaged, 

and faithful to our mission. We are all 
fortunate to be part of St. Olaf with a 
legacy of appreciating all three. I know I 
am fortunate to follow the pastors 
who came before me with parish 
members who embraced the founding 
mission and the vision for the future. 
And along the way they worked hard, 
contributed generously, and had some 
fun to make St. Olaf a strong and vi-
brant place.  
 
Times have changed because they are 
always changing. Today, we have 
around 900 full and part-time mem-
bers along with countless visitors. 
Even though things are different now, 
what has always remained true is that 
each individual who comes through our 
doors influences the character of this 
downtown parish. This influence deep-
ens when people like you offer your 
time, talent, and financial resources to 
bring our mission alive in downtown 
Minneapolis. The consistency of pres-
ence and giving has always allowed St. 
Olaf to be available to those who need 
to be served though our various minis-
tries. There continue to be thousands 
of stories of people who come here 
and who remember they were touched 

in some way by what they experienced 
whether at Mass, finding a shelter bed, 
or a welcoming smile. This is what is 
timeless in the midst of each chapter 
of our parish story.  
 
On Friday, October 12, 2018 we plan to 
celebrate what we do here each day. 
We will have a party to enjoy each oth-
er’s company. There will be food and 
time to meet old friends and some new 
ones, too. We will enjoy a concert, open 
to the public, to conclude the evening. 
We have invited the renowned Steeles, 
who are one of Minnesota’s finest vo-
cal groups, to entertain us.  
 
I also plan to ask you for some extraor-
dinary financial support. Our Reserve 
Fund has been greatly diminished over 
the last many years. Any money col-
lected will be used to rebuild our re-
serves. Meeting our capital needs in a 
timely and systematic fashion now will 
prevent them from becoming over-
whelmingly urgent later. Look around, 
and you can see that we have done a 
great deal because of your generosity. 
There is more to do, and your help is 
needed to make it happen. Things like  
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Saturday, August 4 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 2:00 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Sunday, August 5 — 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 6:00 a.m. Mass 
 8:00 a.m. Mass 
 9:00 a.m. Nursery Opens 
 10:00 a.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 
 
Monday, August 6 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:30 a.m. Samaritan Ministry Hospitality 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 
Tuesday, August 7 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 
Wednesday, August 8 
 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 7:00 a.m. AA 
 12:00 p.m. Mass 
 12:00 p.m. AA 
 7:30 p.m. Alanon 
 
Thursday, August 9 

 7:00 a.m.  Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 6:30 p.m. Discussions That Encounter 
 
Friday, August 10 
Office closed on Fridays 

 7:00 a.m. Mass/Confessions 
 12:00 p.m. Mass  
 12:30 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
 
Saturday, August 11 

   9:00 a.m. Centering Prayer 
 12:00 p.m. Mass/Confessions 
 2:00 p.m. African Choir Rehearsal 
 4:00 p.m. Mass 

Reminder for August 
There is no hospitality after Masses in August.  The Forliti 
Gathering Room will be closed all of August for cleaning, 
repairs and improvements 
 
Discussions That Encounter, August 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
Maria Nhambu, a native of Tanzania who, as an infant, was 
placed in a German Catholic orphanage for biracial children.  
After growing up there, she was adopted by a Minnesota native 
and brought to the USA, where she became an educator, creator 
of an innovative African dance workout (Aerobics With Soul® ). 
She has written her memoir, the Dancing Soul Trilogy: Africa's 
Child, America's Daughter, and Drum Beats, Heart Beats. 
 
Masses for the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary 
(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Tuesday, August 14, 2018: 5:15 p.m. Vigil (with music) 
Wednesday, August 15, 2018:  
       6:00 a.m., 7:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m. (no music) 
      11:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, 4:00, 5:15 p.m. (with music)   

 
Book Club 
The next meeting will be held on Sunday, September 9 
from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. (There will be no August meeting.) 
“The Sleeping Witness: A Father Gabriel Mystery” by Fiorella 
De Maria. For more information, contact Book Club coordi-
nator Jeanne Krumpelmann at 612-722-4084 or 
kile0016@umn.edu.  
 
Get Your Bulletin Via E-Mail: If you would like to receive 
the St. Olaf bulletin sent electronically to you each week, 
email your request to: PMoses@SaintOlaf.org. 
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overhauling our fire alarm system, replacing aging air condi-
tioner units, and renovating the rectory elevator are major 
financial challenges at this time.  
 
I hope you will consider coming to the party to enjoy a love-
ly evening of hospitality and friendship, some good food, 
and great music. I also hope you will help us raise some 
money which will permit us to address our ongoing capital 
needs in a way that will allow us to build on the dedication 
of those who came before us, continue the mission and 
ministries we have today, and to hand off a vibrant parish 
community to future generations to minister and serve 
those who come through our doors.  
 
Mark your calendar. Bring your family and friends. It will be 
a good party. I hope to see you there. 


