
AUGUST 15, 2021AUGUST 15, 2021
SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION SOLEMNITY OF THE ASSUMPTION 

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARYOF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 1

SAINT OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH  •  MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA  •  612-332-7471  •  SAINTOLAF.ORG

MISSIONARY COOPERATION PLAN 2021
Diocese of Kitui and Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis Global Solidarity Partnership Missionary Appeal

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for the invitation to share with you 
today about the global solidarity partnership 
between the Diocese of Kitui, Kenya, and 
the Archdiocese of St. Paul & Minneapolis. 
Traditionally, a missionary priest from the 
Diocese of Kitui would have visited you in 
person to make this appeal, and we are 
grateful to Fr. Kenney for helping find an 
alternative method of allowing the appeal to 
move forward as we continue to navigate the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
The Diocese of Kitui is a large, growing, vibrant 
Church. It began with four parishes and less 
than 2,000 Catholics in 1956, and has since 
grown to include 29 parishes with about 
330,000 baptized Catholics. It is a leader in 
providing charitable services for all those who 
live in its boundaries: many of the region’s 
hospitals are Catholic; the diocese provides 
water and food relief in times of economic 
hardship and famine; and in response to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, it has provided food, 
masks, soap, and other necessities to those 
affected. Much of this work is funded by 
appeals like this one today, many of which 
have been cancelled due to pandemic-related 
travel restrictions. 
Our solidarity partnership with the Diocese 
of Kitui began in 2004 as both dioceses 
responded to God’s call to enter into 
a relationship based in mutuality and 

recognition of our communion in the Body 
of Christ. Through our encounter with one 
another, the partnership allows our two 
Catholic communities to bear witness to 
Christ and help build the Kingdom of God 
through the strengthening of faith, building 
relationships and sharing resources. 
Since the inception of the partnership, 
Catholics in Kitui and St. Paul and Minneapolis 
have prayed for one another, celebrated Mass 
together, shared the gifts we have each been 
given to strengthen the Church, and spent 
time in each others’ homes getting to know 
and learning from one another. Delegates 
who have traveled to Kitui have been blessed 
to experience liturgies filled with dancing 
and song, the strength of the local small 
Christian communities, and incredibly warm 
hospitality.  
Early on in our partnership, the Archdiocese 
of St. Paul and the Diocese of Kitui mutually 
agreed to work together to help address 
another challenge facing parts of Kitui: 
access to clean water. Located in a semi-
arid zone south of the equator and Sahara 
Desert, rainfall in the Diocese of Kitui can be 
unpredictable. Some residents routinely walk 
miles to the nearest water access point to 
draw water for cooking, cleaning, drinking and 
bathing. Many of these water access points 
are shared by humans, livestock, and wild 
animals. In times of drought, food security 

can also become a concern. 
Through the incredible generosity of the 
people in this Archdiocese, the partnership 
has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars 
in the last 15 years, enabling our brothers 
and sisters in Kitui to build dams or purchase 
large water tanks to store rainfall, and provide 
emergency food relief when there wasn’t 
enough rain to support crops. Funds raised 
this year will support two organizations: half 
of all donations received will be allocated to 
the general operating budget of the Diocese 
of Kitui to help offset losses experienced by 
the Covid-19 pandemic. Remaining donations 
will be given to the fund supporting the Global 
Solidarity Partnership between the Diocese 
of Kitui, Kenya, and the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul and Minneapolis, allocated according 
to need to purchase additional water tanks 
and construct at least two more dams; and 
support the general and administrative work 
of the partnership. 
We thank you in advance for any amount 
you might be able to contribute, and for your 
support of our solidarity partnership with the 
Diocese of Kitui, Kenya. Please know how 
grateful we are and how much we appreciate 
your generosity. 
In Christ, 
The Kitui/St. Paul Minneapolis Global 
Solidarity Partnership



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
August 15: Rv 11:19a; 12: 1-6a, 10ab, Ps 45, 1 Cor 15: 20-27, Lk 1: 39-56 
August 22: Jos 24: 1-2a, 15-17, 18b, Ps 34, Eph 5: 21-32, Jn 6: 60-69

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

UPDATE ON THE SAINT OLAF ENDOWMENT
Saint Olaf Endowment continues to grow as more parishioners 
respond to our campaign to grow this permanent endowment to 
$500,000.  We started with $160,000 and now our donations as of 
August 5 have added $134,410 for a new total of $294,410.  Thank 
you! Saint Olaf will receive annual grants from a portion of the 
interest earned by this permanent endowment forever. THANK 
YOU! Gifts can be made in cash, stock, or donor- advised funds at 
any time and in any amount, or future gifts as part of your estate 
plan. To learn more, visit our website, www.SaintOlaf.org/
endowment.

HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS
PROJECT-SAVE THE DATES!
Habitat for Humanity is back in business after a Covid-19 pause and 
so is Saint Olaf. The parish has secured three dates for parishioners 
to scrape, paint and do minor repairs as part of the “Brush with 
Kindness” project on Sept 2, 3 & 8, 2021 from 8:30 am-4:00pm. Sign 
up at https://tchabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/stolafcatholicchurch#_=_.  
Call parish coordinator Mike Burakowski at 763-442-7731 or the 
parish office for more information.

ALIGN MINNEAPOLIS FALL 2021 SUPPLY DRIVE 
For guests of People Serving People (PSP) Family Shelter. Saint Olaf 
is a founding member of Align, a collaboration of 18 congregations 
in Minneapolis. 
Details:
 Use this wish list: tgt.gifts/pspbacktoschool to shop online

or in-store, or purchase similar items from other stores. 
• If shopping in-store at Target, use the list as you do any

other registry – make sure to show the cashier what you are
purchasing from the registry

• Return items by Labor Day Weekend (September 6) to Saint
Olaf and they will be delivered to PSP.

• Gift cards are always welcome! Please mark “back to school.”

ARCHBISHOP HEBDA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
The Archdiocesan Synod is coming and your input is needed to 
help him chart the course for the future. Please consider joining 
the small group discussion process here at Saint Olaf to meet and 
discuss and give feedback to the Archbishop. Once a week for 6 
weeks, September 19 to October 25. Details to follow.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available

• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing
Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, AUGUST 14
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 15
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 16
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 17
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, AUGUST 19
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 20
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #5

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
July 26 - Aug 1 $16,761 $25,885 -$9,124

YTD through
Week #5 $102,007 $97,885 $4,122

https://tchabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/stolafcatholicchurch#_=_



