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THAT MUST HAVE BEEN A LONG TIME AGO!
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

As I was waiting for the light to change on the 
corner of Ninth and Marquette, a man turned 
to the person he was with and said, “Look the 
Foshay Tower.  My dad told me that this was 
the tallest build in Minneapolis when he was 
growing up.  Look around, that must have been 
a long time ago.”  I laughed to myself, under my 
mask, and almost turned around to say, “Hey, 
it wasn’t that long ago, I too remember that,” 
but decided to best keep walking as I laughed 
all the way home.  “That must have been a long 
time ago!”  

As news over the last few months came 
announcing the cancellations of festivals, 
carnivals,  fairs and outdoor gathering/concerts, 
I walk around downtown remembering how 
excited I was last summer to be back and 
enjoying the many different activities going on 
downtown and around the city.  The parades, 
the fireworks, the concerts, outdoor dining, 
ball games and swimming all seem like they 
happened “a long time ago.”  Gathering with 
friends, family reunions, wedding receptions 
are put on hold for now as we wait this 
pandemic out, pondering the things of the past 
and putting all in the hands of God.

As a child, in mid-August, our family held the 
“Kenney Carnival.”  We held the carnival in our 
backyard and the proceeds went to support the 
Poor Clare Sisters who were in Bloomington 

at the time.  It was an elaborate carnival with 
food, a cakewalk, a kissing booth, bake sale, 
sponge toss, lollipop tree, clowns, balloons, 
beanbag toss, raffles and even a beer garden.  
Each one of us in the family was responsible 
for one area of the carnival and mine was the 
food booth.  Weeks before the carnival I would 
begin making popsicles by freezing Kool-Aid in 
ice cube trays and once they were semi-frozen 
I would stick a toothpick in the middle of each 
one and once completely frozen wrap them in 
Saran Wrap and start all over again.  Popcorn 
and hot dogs were part of the fare along with 
chips and candy.  I still have today the chef’s cap 
my grandmother made for me to wear.  The last 
year of our carnival, my Mom reminded me that 
we made $500.00 and delivered the money the 
next day to the Poor Clare Monastery.  Each 
ticket was a nickel or a dime, so that was a lot 
of money for such a long time ago!

We read this weekend about the Canaanite 
woman who called out to Jesus to have pity 
on her and her daughter.  Jesus did not say a 
word to answer her. Even his disciples asked 
Jesus to send her away because she kept 
calling out.  Jesus’ boundaries were eventually 
broadened and because of the woman’s faith, 
Jesus healed her daughter. We can be thankful 
for our generous parishioners who continue to 
support us and I wanted to mention that two 

collections were lost this summer due to the 
pandemic.  The Little Sisters’ of the Poor were 
to come at the end of June to take up a collection 
for their mission in Saint Paul.  Our annual 
Mission Appeal was to happen this summer for 
the CIM Sisters of the Archdiocese of Kananga.  
I will include more information on both of these 
groups if you wish to expand your boundaries 
and contribute to them too.  Last summer 
some of you attended the parish festival at Sts. 
Cyril and Methodius in Northeast Minneapolis, 
where I am the Parochial Administrator.  We 
were unable to have our festival this year due to 
Covid and we were unable to offer any kind of a 
virtual celebration.  We are inviting people who 
may have attended or attended in the past to 
make a donation to help maintain our parish life 
and serve the Slavic and Ecuadorian community 
in Northeast.  The Canaanite woman, who was 
not even part of Jesus’ mission, showed her 
great faith, may we continue to support others 
as well as our own during these challenging but 
blessed times.

May we appreciate the silence Jesus showed 
in today’s gospel as the Canaanite woman’s 
request was made.  May we show great faith 
as we continue to call out for healing from this 
pandemic, knowing healing will come with 
conversion of hearts and reformation of beliefs.  
Peace!
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
August 16: Is 56: 1, 6-7, Ps 67, Rom 11: 13-15, 29-32, Mt 15: 21-28
August 23: Is 22: 19-23, Ps 138, Rom 11: 33-36, Mt 16: 13-20

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY
August 15, is not a holy day of obligation this year due to its falling on a 
Saturday and the lifting of Mass obligation due to the pandemic. We will 
have our regular Saturday Noon Mass in Mary’s honor.

NEW FOR YOU!
Join Saint Olaf’s Sunday Mass LIVE from your place! Every Sunday at 
10:00am with this link: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live

DID YOU CATCH THE SAINT OLAF DAY TREAT FROM OUR MUSICIANS?
Click the link or visit the website to view this special video, and make sure to 
tell your friends: youtu.be/FNOaFeeBFg4 or SaintOlaf.org or on Saint Olaf’s 
Facebook and YouTube Channel. ENJOY!

WE ARE IN NEED OF A SECOND LECTOR/SACRISTAN
for Tuesday Noon Masses. This would be an every other week assignment. 
If you are interested please contact Fr. Michael Krenik frmkrenik@saintolaf.
org or direct phone number of 612-767-6209.   

ADDITIONAL SUMMER COLLECTIONS
- LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
Just as St. Jeanne Jugan walked the roads of France experiencing everyday
miracles, the collecting continues to be at the heart of our charism and
worldwide mission today. It is a living tradition that sustains our mission
and proves that miracles of Providence still happen! In years gone by, the
collecting Little Sisters were known by the horse-drawn wagon in which
they made the rounds of the city neighborhoods. Although today we use a
van rather than horses, we keep the tradition alive as we “go out collecting”
throughout the Twin Cities and surrounding areas.

We continue to reach out to the people of the Archdiocese of St. Paul/
Minneapolis through our weekend visits to parishes. We say a few words
about our work and mission and encourage vocations. A collection of free-will
offerings helps sustain the needs of our Holy Family Residence in St. Paul.
The faithful of our Archdiocese are the true stewards of the mission and
vision of St. Jeanne.

Holy Family Residence
330 Exchange Street South
St. Paul, MN 55102-2311
651-227-0336
www.littlesistersofthepoorstpaul.org

- Mission Appeal for the CIM Sisters of the Archdiocese of Kananga. More
information to follow later.

- Saints Cyril and Methodius - Non Festival Donation
229 13th Ave NE
Minneapolis, MN 55413

NEED A PRAYER, NEED COMMUNION, OR NEED TO SPEAK TO A PRIEST 
If you need a prayer, someone to talk to, or need to hear another voice, 
please give us a call, we are here for you, 612-332-7471. If you are older 
or have some underlying health conditions and do not feel comfortable 
returning to Mass and want to receive Communion, please call the parish 
office and one of us priests will be happy to bring Communion to you 
outdoors at your home. 

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #5
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

July 27 - Aug 2 $23,734 $15,000 $8,734

YTD through
Week #5 $89,737 $74,421 $15,316

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please be 
patient with us as we maneuver a new way of existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass 

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass
• Please observe social distancing
• Please make your visit brief
• Please only use bathrooms out of necessity
• Please follow the directions of the Greeters and Ushers 

who are here to help and protect you
• Instructions about how to receive Communion will be 

given during Mass (Communion will be distributed at 
the end of Mass).

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 15
12:00 PM MASS (CELEBRATION OF 
THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 17
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19  
7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 21
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS


