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Catholic Schools
the parish office for more information about 
either of our programs for children or adults.

Catholic Schools are important to us in the 
Archdiocese.  Even though we do not have 
a school it is important that we support 
Catholic school education through prayer 
and our financial support.  If you attended a 
Catholic grade school, I’d encourage you to 
make an annual donation to that school if it 
still exists today. Many of our Catholic grade 
schools are stretched to make ends meet, 
and many parishes subsidize their grade 
schools.  High schools and colleges/universities 
have development departments, but grade 
schools rely on the support of the parishes 
they are associated with.  Yes, there are many 
funds available but having served in parishes 
where we had schools, there was never 
enough.  Supporting a Catholic grade school 
or sponsoring a student is a wonderful gift 
we give to continue to grow the Church in the 
Archdiocese of St. Paul/ Minneapolis.

Let us pray for all teachers, professors, 
administrators, and staffs as schools return to 
another academic year.  We thank those who 
taught us, and we thank those who teach today.  
We pray for all Catholic school staffs who by 
their example see their job more as a ministry 
than they do a job.  Let’s do our part to support 
the Catholic Schools of the Archdiocese of St. 
Paul/Minneapolis!  

Always at this time of year, I remember getting 
my school clothes ready and counting the 
days until school would start.  One knows that 
summer vacation is ending and soon all those 
yellow buses will be back on the streets.  When 
I was at Divine Mercy in Faribault, we had a 
blessing of the school buses and their drivers 
in August, asking God for a safe and accident-
free year.  God is good and watched over the 
buses every year.  Let us all pray that this will 
be a blessed year for all buses, their drivers, and 
the students.

Whether it was grade school, high school, 
college, or graduate school, the beginning of 
the school year can cause anxiety.  I always 
remember those first few days when outlines, 
agendas, syllabuses, and goals were set for 
semesters, quarters, or the year. I thought, 
“How am I ever going to get all this done?”  
Well, years later I still think, “How am I ever 
going to get all this done?”  Somehow we all 
make it through.

School years are very important and formative 
years of our lives.  We never stop learning, 
but those first years are very influential in our 
lives.   I grew up in the Catholic school system 
along with my two brothers and four sisters.  
In grade school, we were all a year apart, so it 
would have been easy for the teachers to lump 
us all together as the Kenney kids, but they 

didn’t.  In the Catholic schools, we were seen 
as individuals and each of us was affirmed for 
the individual gifts we had.  There was never 
an option in my family to look elsewhere, and 
studies were very important. I thank God for 
this education and the sacrifices my parents 
made to enable us to attend Catholic Schools.

Catholic Schools have a history in the United 
States of upholding academic standards and 
teaching Christian values to young people.  Some 
of the earliest records show that in 1606, the 
Spanish Franciscan missionaries established a 
school in what is now St. Augustine, Florida “to 
teach children Christian doctrine, reading, and 
writing.” Further north and a bit later, Jesuits 
instructed Native American students such as 
Kateri Tekakwitha, who became a Catholic and 
taught Indian children in a Christian settlement 
near Montreal.  For decades Catholic schools 
have been developing and offering an education 
to all children who seek academic excellence 
and spiritual guidance by religious and laity.

Saint Olaf does not have a Catholic School but 
we are hoping to continue Faith Formation for 
children 7 and above who are seeking First 
Reconciliation and First Eucharist. Religious 
education in every parish is an important part 
of our continued spiritual growth.  We also 
offer classes for adults who want to complete 
their initiation sacraments through the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA).  Please call 
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MASS FOR LABOR DAY
Labor Day Mass is Monday, September 2 at 9:00am.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC II
Thursday, September 26 – fundraiser to support St. Olaf’s capital 
needs.  The evening will include dinner, music, and more.  See the 
website for more information and to register.

FIRST RECONCILIATION/FIRST EUCHARIST
We are trying to determine if we have enough children to offer 
First Reconciliation/Communion classes this year.  Please call 
the parish office 612-332-7471 before the end of August to let us 
know if you have children aged 7 and above who need to receive 
these sacraments.  

ADULTS BECOMING CATHOLIC
St Olaf will begin the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
sessions on Saturday, September 21 at 10:00 a.m. Sessions will 
run through May 2, 2020. Anyone who is interested in becoming 
Catholic, either from another faith tradition or who has never been 
baptized, is welcome to attend. Adult Catholics who have never 
been confirmed may also join the RCIA process. We ask that you 
contact Fr Michael Krenik (612-767-6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.
org) to register. We are also in need of sponsors, parishioners 
willing to walk with the candidates through the RCIA process.

BOOK CLUB
Sunday, September 8, 2019 from 2:30 to 3:30, The Vanishing 
Woman by Fiorella De Maria

HABITAT/BRUSH WITH KINDNESS PROJECT
St Olaf is sponsoring a Habitat for Humanity project again this 
year on Thursday, Sept.19 - Saturday, Sept. 21. You can volunteer 
one, two, or all three days of the project, whatever your schedule 
allows. This project involves painting and fixing up a house that 
is owned by an individual or family who is having a difficult time 
maintaining the home themselves because of financial hardship, 
physical disability, or other such reasons. Volunteering for this 
project does not require a lot of specialized skill, but mainly 
a willingness to give some of your time and energy to help 
someone less fortunate. To sign up please go to https://tchabitat.
volunteerhub.com/lp/stolafcatholic/. For more information please 
contact project coordinator and St. Olaf parishioner Mike Nemanich 
at mnemanich@aol.com, or call the parish office.

HOSPITALITY REMINDER
There will be no after-Mass hospitality during August.

NURSERY ANNOUNCEMENT
Due to unforeseen circumstances, nursery services are suspended 
for the near future. We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause. We will announce in a future bulletin when services resume. CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

August 5-August 11 $18,333  $17,000 $1,333

YTD through Week #6 $89,588 $130,642 -$41,054 

www.saintolaf.org • Page 2

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #6

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, AUGUST 24
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, AUGUST 25
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 26
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA

TUESDAY, AUGUST 27
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON

THURSDAY, AUGUST 29
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 30
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 31 
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 


