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A CALL TO ACTION: HUMAN DOING VERSUS HUMAN BEINGS
By Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

Welcome the word that has been planted in you 
and is able to save your souls. Be doers of the 
word and not hearers only…  

- James 1: 21-22
As a youngster, summertime schedules 
dictated that my siblings and I would spend 
the majority of our day out of the house, and 
possibly out of mother’s way at the same 
time. After breakfast and any morning chores, 
we were free to head out into the great 
outdoors with the proviso that we would 
return for lunch at the appointed time.  When 
lunch was complete it was back outdoors 
until dinner time was announced through the 
piercing tones of my mother’s whistle.  Mom’s 
legendary whistle was an epic, intense wall 
of sound that easily traveled entire blocks 
through the neighborhood.  It was not only 
utilized by my family, but most of the families 
in the neighborhood timed their dinner call by 
Shan’s whistle – it was a call to action.  
As the end of summer neared and the 
return to school came closer, the tempo of 
our daily schedules took on a frenetic pace.  
We felt pressure to squeeze in one more 
neighborhood game night of Capture the 
Flag, one more leisurely bike ride, one more 
trip to our favorite park, and possibly one last 
lemonade stand.  We felt the need to answer 
a different call to action: do things and stuff 
and do it all, in case we never had the chance 
to do it ever again.  We answered the call by 

being humans doing life as best we knew it.
We have all experienced calls to action; those 
moments in life where we move from our 
musings to movement.  Calls to action occur 
in our work life, our relationships, and in our 
faith life too. A call to action is what James 
expressed in the readings for this weekend; 
when you are asked to be “doers of the word 
and not hearers only.” True, after all this time 
of separation, a few of us are “all in”- ready to 
get to it, some of us are cautiously stepping 
our toes back into the water of involvement, 
and others, may need to tread the waters 
of separation for a bit longer until you are 
ready to take a deeper dive. Wherever you 
are, Archbishop Hebda has a call to action 
with your name on it.  The Synod 2022 in the 
Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis 
moves to the individual parishes starting in 
September. How does that impact you, the 
parishioner of Saint Olaf? This is YOUR call 
to action to let your voice be heard, to share 
Saint Olaf’s thoughts and vision with the 
Archdiocese.
At Saint Olaf, we will offer three open invite 
Synod Groups.  Each group will meet for 6 
times in two-hour sessions.  (Note: Your 
individual ministries may also offer their own 
Synod gatherings – check with your ministry 
lead contact).  
• Sundays – Fleming Hall from 9:30am –

11:30am, September 19 – October 24

• Mondays – Fleming Hall from 12:30pm
– 2:30pm, September 20 – October 25

• Thursdays – (ZOOM) ONLINE from
6:30pm – 8:30pm September 23 –
November 4

(we will skip Thursday evening September 30 
for the Of Ministry and Music Event)
Register for your preferred Synod session on 
our website, www.SaintOlaf.org, and scroll 
down to News and Announcements and click 
on Synod 2022.
There is plenty of information on the Synod 
available. In addition to our website, Fr. Kevin 
writes about the Synod 2022 in the Fall Saint 
Olaf Newsletter, page 8 - heading to homes 
by September 1.  Archbishop Hebda breaks it 
all down at www.archspm.org/synod.  Look it 
all over and plan to join in one of the Synod 
sessions at Saint Olaf. Your call to action has 
arrived!



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
August 29: Dt 4: 1-2, 6-8, Ps 15, Jas 1: 17-18, 21b-22, 27, Mk 7: 1-8, 14-15, 21-23
September 05: Is: 4-7a, Ps 146, Jas 2: 1-5, Mk 7:31-37

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

HELP WANTED: WEEKEND RECEPTION
Do you enjoy being on the receiving end of the Saint Olaf Receptionist 
welcome?  Saint Olaf is looking for some happy greeters to join our crew 
and welcome members and guests to Saint Olaf, answer the phone, 
and aid those who have questions.  This is a perfect job for a recent 
retiree, a people person, and training is provided. Contact Mary Kennedy, 
mkennedy@SaintOlaf.org or 612-767-6204 for more information.

UPDATE ON THE SAINT OLAF ENDOWMENT
Saint Olaf Endowment continues to grow as more parishioners 
respond to our campaign to grow this permanent endowment to 
$500,000. As of August 19, we have reached $303,407.60. Thank 
you! To learn more, visit our website, www.SaintOlaf.org/endowment.

FOR ALL PARISHIONERS, ASSOCIATE-PARISHIONERS 
AND FRIENDS OF SAINT OLAF
Mark your calendars for Thursday, September 30 for Of Ministry and 
Music 2021.  The evening is an opportunity to gather as a community 
for fun and festivities.  Funds raised will build the Reserve Fund to 
help repair/replace the boiler system when needed. The Casserly 
Sisters and members of Saint Olaf Choirs will be performing a 
Broadway-style you won’t want to miss!  The event will be In-Person 
and Live Streamed.  Please sign up to attend and/or donate. There is 
no registration fee. Visit the Saint Olaf website for more details: www.
saintolaf.org/ofministryandmusic.

ALIGN MINNEAPOLIS FALL 2021 SUPPLY DRIVE 
For guests of People Serving People (PSP) Family Shelter. Saint Olaf 
is a founding member of Align, a collaboration of 18 congregations 
in Minneapolis. 
Details: 

• Use this wish list: tgt.gifts/pspbacktoschool to shop online or
in-store, or purchase similar items from other stores.

• If shopping in-store at Target, use the list as you do any
other registry – make sure to show the cashier what you are
purchasing from the registry

• Return items by Labor Day Weekend (September 6) to Saint
Olaf and they will be delivered to PSP.

• Gift cards are always welcome! Please mark “back to school.”

SPECIAL HAITI EMERGENCY COLLECTION AUGUST 28-29
Archbishop Hebda is asking all Archdiocesan parishes to join with U.S. 
Catholics in an emergency collection for those suffering the devastating 
earthquake in Haiti. On August 14, a massive 7.2 magnitude quake hit 
Haiti leveling homes and businesses, leaving many without shelter 
or food. Hospitals and clinics are overwhelmed. Saint Olaf will have a 
second collection at all Masses on the weekend of August 28-29.  Thank 
you in advance for your prayers and support for the people of Haiti.

HABITAT BRUSH WITH KINDNESS PROJECT-SAVE THE DATES!
The parish has secured three dates for parishioners to scrape, paint and do 
minor repairs as part of the “Brush with Kindness” project on Sept 2, 3 & 
8, 2021 from 8:30 am-4:00pm. Sign up at https://tchabitat.volunteerhub.
com/lp/stolafcatholicchurch#_+_ Call parish coordinator Mike Burakowski 
at 763-442-7731 or the parish office for more information.

CATHOLIC TUTOR CORPS has been placing volunteer tutors in 
Minneapolis & Saint Paul Catholic grade schools for 20 years. Our tutors, 
many from Saint Olaf, work in grades K-8 helping students primarily with 
reading and math. We work in the schools during the school day. Most 
of our tutors work 2-3 hours once a week at their assigned school. More 
information at https://catholictutorcorps.com.

RCIA INVITATION
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is for you.
Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic and those who need to 
complete their full initiation, Confirmation and Eucharist, into the Catholic 
Church are welcome to attend our Saturday morning meetings which will 
be starting soon. We ask that you contact Fr. Wehmann to register 612-
767-6203 or frwehmann@saintolaf.org.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available

• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing
Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, AUGUST 28
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM MASS

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 30
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED) 
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 2
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 3
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 4
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL  
4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #7

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
Aug 9 - 15 $30,115 $15,000 $15,115
YTD through

Week #7 $147,910 $127,885 $20,025


