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IN SEARCH OF
PERFECT LOVE

by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
Do not conform yourselves to this age 
but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that you may discern what 
is the will of God, what is good and 
pleasing and perfect.         - Rom 12: 2
Before we knew it, the summer of 
2020, is headed for the history books.  
Autumn peeks around the corner, 
swiftly and inevitably followed by 
that season of white stuff that 
cannot yet be mentioned. This 
indeed, has been a “Breaking” year 
– norm-breaking, record-breaking,
and heart-breaking. An international
pandemic continues to bring the loss 
of loved ones, painful illness, and
separation from human touch.  We
felt the unblinking attention centered 
on Minnesota when the murder of
George Floyd called each of us to
form a response for justice and peace
in our world.  We witnessed crazy
weather events; an epic blizzard in
January and a hurricane-like Derecho 
in August. 
It is human nature to ask questions 
for each of these events and we turn 
to those favorite who, what, why, 
when, and where questions.  Who 
will help? What can be done? Why 
is this happening? When will this be 
over? How will I/we get through this? 
In the readings this week, Paul 
exhorts us to resist the noise, stress, 
and confusion of societal pressure 
and instead work with one another 
to “discern the will of God” in our 
lives. We know that we are stronger 
when we have others to stand with 
us, be it in our homes, neighborhood, 
community, or parish. 
The other day I was doing the 
weekly shopping trip and I heard that 
plaintive siren of distress from a child 
to his mother.  “Mom, mom, mother, 
mom,” he called, each time increasing 
the volume.  His mom, while one 
foot away, was on another planet, 
probably the one called “What’s for 
Dinner,” and she did not have a clue 
that her son was sending a distress 
signal. Finally, the frustrated child 
screamed the letters, “M-O-M” and 
his mother turned and said, “Now 
what do you need?” Hands on his 
hips, the youngster said, “I need 
some love here!”  I was glad for the 
mask to hide my grin, but isn’t it true, 
when all of the world’s noise ascends 

to that breaking point, don’t we all 
just need a little love?
Before we slide into another season, 
let’s figure out a way we can share 
some community love to soothe our 
senses.  The US Postal service seems 
to be having some issues, perhaps it 
is time to put a stamp on a snail mail 
letter to that relative or friend who 
you have not been able to see for 
some time. You will use up a stamp 
and serve up a smile in one action.
Perhaps it is a prayer, a phone call, an 
email, or an on-line family gathering 
to do a check in.   Keep it simple, a 
few minutes of sharing a part of you 
can work wonders for your heart.
Take a walk in nature or in the 
neighborhood, visit a park, or get on 
the bike trail.  Minnesota is blessed 
with beautiful parks and trails and 
the price cannot be beat. 
I find that this time of year is a 
great time for me to walk down 
memory lane.  The Great Minnesota 
Get Together is not happening this 
year, but my heart is full of lovely 
memories, as I have NEVER missed 
a State Fair in all of my 61 years.  I 
average 2-3 trips to the fair each 
year, and even managed to bring my 
husband there after our wedding 
reception 40 years ago. (Happy 
Anniversary, Miles!) Remembering 
all those great times makes me 
feel blessed and helps me to look 
forward to future fairs and the fun 
we will have in attending.
You may not be a fair person, but 
finding those special memories of 
celebrations with family and friends 
can help you realize how much 
love we receive from one another. 
Gratitude is an attitude to embrace.  
Find your way through the tough 
times with Jesus, your family, your 
friends – and receive that perfect 
love.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
August 30: Jer 20: 7-9, Ps 63, Rom 12: 1-2, Mt 16: 21-27
September 6: Ez 33: 7-9, Ps 95, Rom 13: 8-10, Mt 18: 15-20

NEW FOR YOU!
Join Saint Olaf’s Sunday Mass LIVE from your place! Every Sunday 
at 10:00am with this link: youtube.com/user/ SaintOlafChurch/live

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. We 
will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial services 
when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.org and click on 
Funeral in the top right of any page to see any the scheduled funerals.
Nicole Bernardi, Parishioner | Died: August 18, Funeral: August 22

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC III
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020 - 7:00PM- 8:00PM 
This year’s event will be a virtual live stream featuring the Sisters Of 
Swing as our entertainment for all to enjoy. Get ready for a fun-filled 
event, where you may find yourself tapping your toes and singing 
along with Sisters of Swing from wherever you choose to view the 
event. Sisters of Swing will present music of the Andrews Sisters and 
the swing era in this high-energy concert. 
Although we will not be able to socialize in person, we anticipate a 
successful virtual event to build community and the Saint Olaf Reserve 
Fund. The 2020 worldwide pandemic is the reason for changing to a 
‘virtual’ event.  
More details will be provided on the Saint Olaf website in the near 
future where you will register and receive the link to view the event 
online.
Meanwhile, mark your calendars for October 1, 2020! You won’t want 
to miss out on this fun-filled event!

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH?
Have you not completed the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been baptized? Then the 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is for you. 
Saint Olaf will begin the RCIA classes on Saturdays in September at 
10:00 a.m. Classes will run through the Easter Season 2021. Anyone 
who is interested in becoming Catholic, either from another faith 
tradition or who has never been baptized, is welcome to attend. We 
ask that you contact Fr. Michael Krenik (612-767-6209 or frmkrenik@
saintolaf.org) to register and provide an initial intake form.  
We at times need sponsors, parishioners willing to walk with the 
candidates, through the RCIA process. If you are interested in being a 
sponsor please let Fr. Krenik know.

PARENTS WITH YOUTH IN OUR PARISH.
If you are interested in your child receiving the Sacraments of First 
Communion or Confirmation, please call the parish office for more 
information 612-332-7471

WE ARE IN NEED OF A SECOND LECTOR/SACRISTAN
for Tuesday Noon Masses. This would be an every other week 
assignment. If you are interested please contact Fr Michael Krenik 
frmkrenik@saintolaf.org or direct phone number of 612-767-6209.   

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE STRICKEN 
BY THE CORONAVIRUS
that God’s healing hand will stretch out over the world and awaken 
within us God’s love and healing. Thanks for your prayers!

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #7
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Aug 10-16 $14,552 $15,000 -$448

YTD through
Week #7 $119,612 $104,421 $15,191

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please be 
patient with us as we maneuver a new way of existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask to Mass
• Please observe social distancing
• Please make your visit brief
• Please only use bathrooms out of necessity
• Please follow the directions of the Greeters and Ushers

who are here to help and protect you
• Instructions about how to receive Communion will be

given during Mass (Communion will be distributed at
the end of Mass).

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, AUGUST 31
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2  
7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS


