
I worked part time in our parish office in 
San Jose, CA when I was in high school 
and among my duties was dealing with 
sacramental records and the books, 
forms and associated documents. 
While it may be said, “The job is never 
finished until the paperwork is done!” 
I understood from those I worked with 
then that paperwork supported the 
more important aspects. 
Rather, it was the reality of the people 
listed on the paperwork, their family 
configuration, the wider community 
and growing in understanding of how 
God was walking with them in joy and 
sorrow that really mattered. 
There is usually an honor and some 
serious decision-making about who 
should be Godparents for a child. This 
important role is not always based on 
mass attendance or common measures 
of holiness!
I have a unique configuration of 
Godparents. My Godmother, my aunt 
Kathy (Mom’s sister), is a nun, and my 
Godfather, Uncle Pat (Dad’s brother), 
was a priest (now deceased). They were 
not yet in these chosen vocations when 
my parents asked them to serve as my 
Godparents. And it has already been 
suggested that the prospects for my 
eternal salvation drove them in these 
directions, so save your breath! 
It is the role of Godparents to witness 
in faith the reality of the celebration of 
the sacrament of Baptism, and to help 
parents form the newly baptized into 
living a life in God’s love and the call to 
love our neighbor as Christ taught us. 
They represented the whole Christian 
community and committed the 
community to supporting the parents 
along the way. 
Family and an active faith community 
formed my Godparents (and parents 
and me!) and encouraged them to share 
their gifts in the world around them. 
These two elements also significantly 
shaped how they arrived at their 
vocation decisions, how they have lived 
it over the years, and how we as a family 
have celebrated it. 
In most families, the phrase 
“Remember when…” provides a 
frequent introduction to stories then 
told to either a new set of ears to hear, 
or renewed for the umpteenth time and 

then sealed with the familiarity of joy, 
or tears or both, and always with plenty 
of laughter. 
This very act of gathering the 
generations, remembering and sharing 
stories puts into practice in ordinary 
fashion what we do in extraordinary 
fashion when we, as baptized people, 
gather to celebrate the Eucharist every 
Sunday. We share the ancient scriptural 
stories of creation, covenant and cross, 
and we remember the gift of God’s love 
in Christ’s Body and Blood. And then 
we take all of this into the world for 
mission; at home, work, school and any 
place in need of love and mercy (and is 
there any place that doesn’t?)
On the day of my Baptism my then 
teenage Godparents stood with my 
somewhat overwhelmed parents (I was 
the first-born and only eight days old) 
and assorted other family members. 
All of us gathered that day inherited 
from countless earlier generations 
the witness and example that we are 
formed for a purpose: mission. To be 
faithful is to serve with the gifts we’ve 
been given even with our brokenness 
and sometimes sinfulness. God calls 
us by name even before we are born 
into a relationship of love, compassion, 
forgiveness and service. Baptism 
celebrates our belonging to God and the 
Community. We are never alone. We are 
never expected to carry out the gospel 
mission alone. I have always found this 
to be a big relief and very exciting.
But even though we are not alone, we 
must still contribute our unique part as a 
baptized member of the Body of Christ. 
Saint Olaf has been helping faithful 
folks for over 80 years by gathering 
the generations, proclaiming the 
stories in God’s Word and responding 
to the gospel mission. We strengthen 
this effort by taking our baptismal call 
seriously, supporting the parish with our 
time, talent and treasure, and bringing 
the love of God to the world around 
us. We are never done growing in this 
opportunity/responsibility in faith.
So give thanks for those places and 
people that helped to form you, renew 
your own baptism at whatever state 
it is today (God fills in the gaps!), and 
contribute your part to the mission of 
Saint Olaf and the gospel. 
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
September 18: Am 8:4-7, Ps 113, 1 Tm 2:1-8, Lk 16:1-13 
September 25: Am 6:1a, 4-7, Ps 146, 1 Tm 6:11-16, Lk 16:19-31

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 
6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays 
at 10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.

SAINT OLAF PILGRIMAGE
If you are interested in joining the Summer 2023 pilgrimage 
in Norway, walking the Saint Olavsleden path to Nidaros 
Cathedral, Trondheim, please pick up an informational flyer 
in one of the acrylic stands at the Main Church entrances or 
contact Mike Burakowski, mikeyb61@yahoo.com. 

TEACHING SERIES ON THE MASS
Mondays of October after the Noon Mass until 1:00pm in Forliti 
Gathering Room, led by Fr. Wehmann
As Catholics, one of our greatest ways to evangelize is by 
introducing someone to the Mass and helping them encounter 
Christ’s greatest gift to us. Each week we will have a video 
followed by group discussion. The videos, by explaining the “Whys” 
behind the “Whats,” bring forward some of those hidden mysteries 
throughout the Mass that the general parishioner may miss.

LIVING YOUR STRENGTHS CLASS
What are your gifts? How are you called to use your gifts?  The 
Living Your Strengths four-week course will begin Tuesday, 
October 4 and run through October 25 from 6:00pm to 7:45pm, in 
Forliti Gathering Room. Cost is $20. Contact Mary Kennedy, 
612-767-6204 or mkennedy@saintolaf.org.

TUTORS NEEDED
The Catholic Tutor Corps (CTC) needs tutors at schools all across 
the Twin Cities area (refer to the website for a complete list 
of schools)]. If you are interested contact Richard McGuire, 
President, at 612-360-0677 or ctutorcorps@gmail.com.          
CTC website: catholictutorcorps.com.

RCIA AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION
CLASSES FOR 2022-2023
If you have thought about becoming Catholic or have youth in 
need of Sacramental Preparation for First Reconciliation, First 
Eucharist, and Confirmation, please contact the parish office 
to add your name to the interest list.  Classes for the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and Sacramental Preparation 
will begin in the fall.

SALSA TASTING CONTEST AT SAINT OLAF!
Hey everybody! It’s that time of year: tomatoes are fresh and 
spices are calling! Do you like salsa and chips? Do you have a 
great salsa recipe? If so, drop off your entry after any Mass the 
weekend of September 24th and 25th. The winners of the Salsa 
Tasting Contest will be announced at Of Ministry and Music on 
October 6th.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2022
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6  
A night to build community, gather together with old friends, 
meet new friends, and celebrate Saint Olaf Catholic Church in 
the Heart of the City!
It will be a night of fun and festivity to raise funds to repair/
replace Saint Olaf’s aging boiler system - part II. The evening 
begins with a 6:00pm social hour in Forliti Gathering 
Room then Dinner and Program at 7:00pm in Fleming Hall. 
Please register by returning your reply card by September 
28 or register on the Saint Olaf website saintolaf.org/
ofministryandmusic. Check out the “MUST SEE” Of Ministry 
and Music videos on the Saint Olaf website! Unable to 
attend? Please consider making a donation to the Saint Olaf 
Reserve Fund for the aging boiler system.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Livestreamed

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
11:00 AM CONFIRMATION PREP 

FLEMING HALL
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING  

EDUCATION ROOM 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING 

EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM ORGAN RECITAL

JOEL ANDERSON
  6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH

CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #10
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Aug 29 - Sept 4 $17,220 $18,500 -$1,280
YTD through Week #10 $167,626 $183,849 -$16,223


