
Now that we are easing into Autumn 
(which officially begins on September 
22), there are flurries of activity where 
before there was dust and silence. Along 
with students returning to schools and 
universities, various activities and groups 
are starting back up again, and gradually 
the weather will begin to change as the 
leaves turn color. With the autumn breezes 
also come some changes in the music 
ministry at Saint Olaf. Our choirs have 
finally, cautiously, returned, and we have 
begun singing new Acclamations at Mass.
There are some musical differences 
between Sunday morning and Sunday 
afternoon Masses. The morning 
Masses lean towards organ-driven 
accompaniment and choral traditions. 
The Sunday 4pm Mass leans towards 
piano with instrumental ensemble and 
contemporary music. While there is often 
a lot of crossover and blending of the lines 
between the “styles”, one way to unify the 
liturgies and make them feel like they fit 
together under one Saint Olaf roof is by 
using some of the same service music or 
acclamations, when possible. This fall we 
will use the same set of Eucharistic Prayer 
Acclamations both in the morning and 
afternoon. If you attend different Mass 
times, it may be interesting to pay attention 
to how the music is treated by each 

ensemble. It will certainly sound different 
with organ vs. piano accompaniment. 
There is such beauty in variety!
The setting of the Eucharistic Prayer 
Acclamations this fall is from Mass of the 
Angels and Saints, composed by Steven 
Janco, originally published in 1996. When 
the new translation of the Mass was 
promulgated in 2010, all existing musical 
settings of the Mass in English had to be 
amended. Angels and Saints was one of 
those that was amended and republished 
immediately in 2010, but it did not see use 
at Saint Olaf until 2017. Perhaps it may 
be familiar to you, or perhaps it will be 
like a new and invigorating fresh breath of 
prayerful air. Most of the acclamations are 
in 6/8 time, which means that they have a 
gentle lilt, or a feeling of motion. Musically, 
the setting is flexible, engaging, and offers 
a wonderful unity throughout. It is also 
accessible to various types and sizes of 
ensembles, which is one of the primary 
reasons we chose to use it this fall, with 
the resumption of choirs.
It is very gratifying to have our choirs 
back. Cheerful reunions have taken 
place, including some faces that have not 
seen each other in person since March 
2020. Since choral singing could still be 
a potential risk for COVID spread, we are 

handling it very cautiously as we ease into 
it. For the time being, rehearsals will be 
held in alternate spaces for larger groups, 
and choir members will wear masks while 
singing. We will also keep the musical 
selections somewhat simpler as we get 
our feet wet working together again. As 
the choirs have been away for 18 months, 
it may take some time for ensemble 
cohesiveness to rebuild to our former 
standards and expectations. Eventually we 
will work back up to more elaborate music. 
If you’ve ever wanted to join a choir but 
were unsure about the difficulty of learning 
the music, now would be a great time to 
test it out. There’s even some comfort of 
“hiding” behind a mask while singing. You 
are welcome to observe or participate in 
our rehearsals (please contact Joel).
Our first rehearsals have been full of 
hard work, but they have also been very 
enjoyable. I am grateful for the time, 
talent, and effort of all the members of our 
diverse music ministry, and for the support 
of the parish as we all work together to 
minister to the downtown community and 
to the world, here in the heart of the city.
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OLD ROUTINES, NEW MUSIC, AND CHOIRS ONCE AGAIN
By Joel Anderson, Director of Music

We Begin to Sing again: There is room for you
Saint Olaf Choir gathered to sing the
National Anthem at the Twins vs Cubs - August 31

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402

Contact Joel Anderson to join the choir 
612-767-7628

janderson@saintolaf.org



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
September 19: Wis 2: 12, 17-20, Ps 54, Jas 3:16 -4:3, Mk 9: 30-37
September 26: Num 11: 25-29, Ps 19, Jas 5: 1-6, Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48
WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.
HELP WANTED: WEEKEND RECEPTION
Do you enjoy being on the receiving end of the Saint Olaf 
Receptionist welcome? Saint Olaf is looking for some happy 
greeters to join our crew to welcome members and guests to 
Saint Olaf, answer the phone, and aid those who have questions. 
This is a perfect job for a recent retiree, a people person, and 
training is provided. Contact Mary Kennedy, mkennedy@
SaintOlaf.org or 612-767-6204 for more information.
BECOME A HOSPITALITY MEMBER TODAY
Do you know someone who would like to become more involved 
around Saint Olaf? Maybe you want to get to know other 
members and give back through giving of your time? Join one of 
our Hospitality groups. We serve cookies and doughnuts after 
the weekend Masses. Help bring comfort to a family after a 
funeral service through food and shared stories. Share the joys 
of big parish events and small intimate family events. Become 
a Hospitality member today and make lasting friends and 
memories. Contact Amber Guthmiller to learn more and sign up, 
aguthmiller@saintolaf.org or 612-767-7627.
ARCHBISHOP HEBDA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
The Archdiocesan Synod is coming to Saint Olaf. Three open 
invite Synod Sessions are available: Sundays, starting September 
19: 9:30am-11:30am, Mondays, starting September 20: 
12:30pm-2:30pm, and Thursdays (ONLINE ONLY) starting 
September 23: 6:30pm-8:30pm. Register online at www.
SaintOlaf.org and scroll down to News & Announcements and 
click on Synod 2022.
RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS) IS FOR YOU.
Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic and those 
who need to complete their full initiation, Confirmation and 
Eucharist, into the Catholic Church are welcome to attend our 
Saturday morning meetings, starting September 25th. We ask 
that you contact Fr. Wehmann to register 612-767-6203 or 
frwehmann@saintolaf.org.
OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2021
Join us for an evening of fun and festivity “In The Heart Of The 
City” Of Ministry and Music will be held Thursday, September 30, 
2021 - 6:00 - 8:00 pm. The Casserly Sisters and members of our 
Saint Olaf Choirs will provide an evening you won’t want to miss. 
The event will be held in person and via live stream.  There is no 
registration fee for this event. More details can be found on the 
Saint Olaf website: www.saintolaf.org/ofministryandmusic. 
Please consider making a donation to the Saint Olaf Reserve Fund 
for the repair/replacement of the aging boiler system. 
CATHOLIC TUTOR CORPS has been placing volunteer tutors in 
Minneapolis and Saint Paul Catholic grade schools for 20 years. Our 
tutors work in the schools, grades K-8 helping students primarily 
with reading and math, usually serving 2-3 hours/week. The need is 
great. More information at catholictutorcorps.com.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:30 - 11:30 AM SYNOD SESSION - FLEMING HALL
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 - 2:30 PM SYNOD AFTERNOON SESSION - FLEMING HALL

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY,  SEPTEMBER 23
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  6:30 - 8:30 PM SYNOD EVENING SESSION - ONLINE

FRIDAY,  SEPTEMBER 24
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 25
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #10

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
Aug 30 - Sept 5 $30,133 $17,625 $12,508

YTD through
Week #10 $205,058 $176,460 $28,598


