
“How is your family?” I am asked this 
question quite often these days. I always 
answer, “They are well, thank you.” “Who 
might be asking this”, you think. Well, let me 
tell you. The Pandemic has opened a 
whole new world to me, one I never 
dreamt I’d ever enter but it has been 
quite the journey. I have been writing a 
short reflection from the daily readings 
(Monday – Friday) for over twenty years 
and sending them to friends and friends of 
friends during this time. My list has grown over 
the years and I have enjoyed starting each 
day reflecting on the readings and sharing 
this reflection with others. Over the years, 
friends have suggested that I send out 
these reflections on social media. Right 
before the pandemic started I began to place 
my reflection on LinkedIn. I received a few 
requests to connect but not many. Then 
they started coming in. I received messages 
from India, Pakistan, Africa, Bangladesh, 
Rome, Paris, and Indonesia to connect. 
As I connected with many Christian 
pastors and a few Muslim friends my 
world has opened up to the amount of 
hunger that exists in the world for God’s 
word. Besides God’s word, literal hunger 
exists for orphaned children, families, and 
people just trying to make it. Many items are 
needed but Bibles are always the first item 
communities ask for.  Imagine what our world

could look like if we managed to get a 
Bible into the hands of those who want 
one. So, the first question I am asked 
by many is, “How is your family?” I do 
explain that I am a Catholic priest and I 
have only my Mother, siblings, and their 
families and then my Church family.  
After the perplexed look comes off their 
faces, they smile and say, “Oh, how are 
my brothers and sisters in the Lord this 
day?” I always tell them you are well.
Our readings today invite us to look 
outside the lines. Jesus responds to 
John who has claimed to see someone 
driving out demons in Jesus’ name, “Do 
not prevent him” Jesus responds. “For 
whoever is not against us is for us. 
Anyone who gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you belong to Christ, 
amen, I say to you, will surely not lose 
his reward.” Even the Holy Spirit comes 
down upon those who are not in the 
camp. Moses stated, “Would that the 
Lord might bestow his spirit on them all!” 
The Holy Spirit does not discriminate. The 
Holy Spirit is poured out over all the earth. 
For this reason, I have found connecting 
with these pastors on the other side of the 
world so fascinating. They want to learn. 
They want to dialogue. They want to grow. 
They bring healing to many, consolation to 

the wounded and the love of God into the 
darkness. I share with them through Zoom 
or WhatsApp. The children sing with great 
joy and their praise and dance gives glory 
to God.” They all ask when I will visit and I 
respond, “When COVID is gone.”  
With the changing of the seasons, cooler air 
settling in and the leaves changing colors, 
where do you find yourself? How was your 
summer? Did it pass as quickly as mine 
did? Do you meet new friends? Did you 
reconnect with friends who you had not 
seen for a while? Hopefully you were able 
to connect or reconnect. We are planning 
our Of Ministry and Music gathering for this 
Thursday, September 
30th. I hope you will 
join us to connect and 
reconnect with others. 
We will be joining 
the Casserly Sisters 
for a wonderful 
performance bringing 
attention to the 
needed repair or 
replacement of the 
boiler in the Church. 
Please join us in 
person or virtually, all 
are welcome.
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SEND GREETINGS TO MY BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN THE LORD
By Fr. Kevin Kenney

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
September 26: Num 11: 25-29, Ps 19, Jas 5: 1-6, Mark 9: 38-43, 45, 47-48
October 03: Gn 2:18-24, Ps 128, Heb 2: 9-11, Mk 10: 2-16  

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2021
Register by September 26 on the Saint Olaf website. The evening 
begins with a reception at 6:00 pm. The musical performance 
begins at 7:00 p.m. Attend in-person, or virtually. For planning 
purposes, please register to indicate how you will participate.
CHALLENGE!! - Saint Olaf has been blessed with a great 
opportunity! If we raise $10,000 toward the Reserve Fund during 
Of Ministry and Music, a donor will contribute $10,000! Let’s 
roll up our sleeves, have a great time, and make sure we get 
to $10,000. Each dollar makes a difference. Please prayerfully 
consider a contribution to help us meet this challenge/opportunity.

HELP WANTED: WEEKEND RECEPTION
Do you enjoy being on the receiving end of the Saint Olaf 
Receptionist welcome? Saint Olaf is looking for some happy 
greeters to join our crew to welcome members and guests to 
Saint Olaf, answer the phone, and aid those who have questions. 
This is a perfect job for a recent retiree, a people person, and 
training is provided. Contact Mary Kennedy, mkennedy@
SaintOlaf.org or 612-767-6204 for more information.

BECOME A HOSPITALITY MEMBER TODAY
Do you know someone who would like to become more involved 
around Saint Olaf? Maybe you want to get to know other members 
and give back through giving of your time? Join one of our Hospitality 
groups. We serve cookies and doughnuts after the weekend Masses. 
Help bring comfort to a family after a funeral service through food and 
shared stories. Share the joys of big parish events and small intimate 
family events. Become a Hospitality member today and make lasting 
friends and memories. Contact Amber Guthmiller to learn more and 
sign up, aguthmiller@saintolaf.org or 612-767-7627.

ARCHBISHOP HEBDA NEEDS YOUR HELP!
Join in the Synod meetings and let your voice be heard. Three open 
invite Synod Sessions are available: Sundays: 9:30am-11:30am, 
Mondays: 12:30pm-2:30pm, (no Thursday online session this week 
due to Of Ministry and Music). Register online at www.SaintOlaf.org 
and scroll down to News & Announcements and click on Synod 2022.

RCIA (RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS) IS FOR YOU. 
Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic and those who need 
to complete their full initiation, Confirmation and Eucharist, into 
the Catholic Church are welcome to attend our Saturday morning 
meetings, starting September 25th. We ask that you contact Fr. 
Wehmann to register 612-767-6203 or frwehmann@saintolaf.org.

IN MEMORIAM Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated 
with Saint Olaf. We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or 
Memorial services when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.
org and click on Funeral in the top right of any page to see any the 
scheduled funerals. 
Genevieve Johnson, Parishioner | Died Sept, 05, 2021. Funeral Sept, 
25, 2021, 10am

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
  9:30 - 11:30 AM SYNOD SESSION - FLEMING HALL
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 - 2:30 PM SYNOD AFTERNOON SESSION - FLEMING HALL

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  6:00 PM OF MINISTRY & MUSIC - SOCIAL HOUR
  7:00 PM OF MINISTRY & MUSIC - MUSICAL PERFORMANCE
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #11

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE
Sept 6 - 12 $9,050 $13,500 -$4,450

YTD - Week #11 $214,109 $189,960 $24,149


