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WHAT IS IN YOUR TANK? 
by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any 
solace in love, any participation in the Spirit, 
any compassion and mercy, complete my joy 
by being of the same mind, with the same love, 
united in heart, thinking one thing.   
                                  - Phil 2:1-2
I grew up with three brothers and one sister in 
northern Minnesota. At one point there were 
three active drivers in the household, sharing 
a car with my mother.  Quickly, my mother 
instituted a driver-needs hierarchy for who 
got to use the car; with work and school 
needs soaring high above personal interests.  
A second important rule also quickly came 
to pass.  The driver in possession of said car 
shall not bring the car home without enough 
gas for the next driver. My brothers promptly 
became masters at leaving just enough gas in 
the tank to pass muster. At the end of a night, 
as one of us reached home and returned the 
car keys, mom or dad would inquire, “What’s 
in the tank?” On more than one occasion 
the 1/8th measure would prove to be closer 
to 1/16th, 1/32nd, or fumes. It was a finely 
played game of gas roulette, and no one 
wanted mom to be the next driver who would 
be forced to make the walk of shame to fetch 
gas.  
In this weekend’s readings we are encouraged 
to work with one another, look out for one 

another, and unite to serve others.  We all 
have had a lot on our plates this year, with a 
pandemic and a tinderbox of emotions and 
racial tension caused by the murder of George 
Floyd.  Do we have enough in our tank to care 
for others? If not, how does one find a way to 
fill this tank to allow each of us to unite in love 
and service in the heart of the city?
PRAY.  All through the pandemic and the unrest 
Saint Olaf has continued to be “present” to 
our parishioners and friends. We are doing 
our best to safely celebrate Daily and Sunday 
Mass in a socially-distanced manner.  We 
now live stream the 12:00 Noon Daily Mass 
Monday – Friday, and the 10:00am Sunday 
Mass. We are pleased that we can provide 
the Mass LIVE on a consistent basis via Saint 
Olaf’s You Tube Channel and our Facebook 
page.  We also post the Mass on the Saint 
Olaf website after the live stream Mass is 
completed in case you want to participate 
but are not available during the live Mass.  
Of course, thanks to generous patrons, we 
continue to broadcast the Sunday 10:00am 
Mass on MCN Cable Channel 6 on Sunday 
evenings at 8:00pm and replayed Monday 
mornings at 10:00am. Join us LIVE at www.
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live. 
SERVE.  Saint Olaf’s location in the heart 
of the city provides us with a unique 

opportunity to address the needs we see.  
Our Samaritan Ministry is now back open 
Monday-Wednesday mornings providing 
clothing, personal care items, and dry goods 
to a growing stream of clients. In the interest 
of serving all safely, we have made some 
changes to our process, and now have teams 
of service coordinators working safely behind 
donated plexiglass screens with our clients, 
order pullers filling orders from our shelves, 
and runners transporting the goods to our 
clients. If you have some gas in your tank and 
are interested in assisting, let Michael Griffin 
know.  If you have some new or clean, gently 
used adult clothing that can fill our shelves, 
we are taking donations.
SHARE. Join Saint Olaf VIRTUALLY on 
Thursday, October 1 as we celebrate Of 
Ministry and Music III from 7:00-8:00pm.  
The Sisters of Swing will entertain us with 
music certain to fill our hearts.  We hope to fill 
the tank of Saint Olaf’s Reserve Fund to carry 
us through future needs and challenges we 
may face. 
Together, we are Saint Olaf and in union with 
one another, we can fill all of our tanks with 
God’s love and mercy.   
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READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
September 27: Ez 18: 25-28, Ps 25, Phil 2: 1-11 or 2: 1-5, Mt 21: 28-32
October 4: Is 5: 1-7, Ps 80, Phil 4: 6-9, Mt 21: 33-43

NEW FOR YOU!
Watch from your place or on the go with YouTube or Facebook! Visit: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live to access the 12:00 noon 
Daily Mass and 10:00 am Sunday Mass live stream.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC III
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2020 - 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Of Ministry and Music III - Live Stream Virtual Event will be held 
Thursday, October 1, 2020 from 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm. Details about the 
event were mailed to parishioners and friends of Saint Olaf and may be 
found on the parish website.
“Sisters Of Swing in Concert”  will present music of the Andrews Sisters 
& the Swing Era. Be ready to sing along & join the fun filled evening. 
Please prayerfully consider making a donation to the Saint Olaf Reserve 
Fund by returning your donation in the envelope sent with the event 
announcement, or by donating online.  All donations will help build the 
Saint Olaf Reserve Fund. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH? 
Have you not completed the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been baptized? Then the 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is for you. Again this year we 
are hosting informational classes about the Catholic Church. Fr. David 
Haschka, SJ will be the main presenter of these classes, while Fr. Michael 
Krenik will be the point person from Saint Olaf to facilitate the process.  
Saint Olaf will begin the RCIA classes on Saturdays in September at 10:00 
am. Classes will run through the Easter Season 2021. Anyone who is 
interested in becoming Catholic, either from another faith tradition or who 
has never been baptized, is welcome to attend. We ask that you contact 
Fr. Michael Krenik (612) 767-6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org to register 
and provide an initial intake form.  
We at times need sponsors, parishioners willing to walk with the 
candidates, through the RCIA process. If you are interested in being a 
sponsor please let Fr. Krenik know.

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. We 
will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial services 
when they are scheduled. Please check saintolaf.org and click on 
Funeral in the top right of any page to see any the scheduled funerals.
Paul Buck, Sr. Parishioner | Died: 09/01 Funeral: Sat, 9/26 10:00am

RITE OF COMMUNION
Recently the Archdiocese has given parishes the go ahead to return 
the distribution of the Eucharist to the original place in our liturgies.  
Starting Monday, September 28 we will be moving the distribution 
of the Eucharist to its original place as before the pandemic. The 
change will require a change in the flow of Communion.  On the 
pulpit/choir side, we will begin with the middle section first and 
have people return to their pews down the main aisle, then the side 
section will come forward and return to their pews along the wall.  
On the tabernacle side it will be the opposite, we will begin with the 
side section coming forward first and returning down the wall side 
to their pews and then the middle section will come forward and 
return to their pews down the main aisle.  It will take a while to get 
used to the new format, so please be patient.  The presiding priest 
will give instruction at the Mass.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #11
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Sept 7 - 13 $12,472 $18,334 -$5,862

YTD through
Week #11 $178,292 $172,755 $5,537

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please 
be patient with us as we maneuver a new way of 
existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before 

Mass starts (allow us to clean the Church between 
Masses)

• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 
Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street

• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27    
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30  
7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  7:00 PM VIRTUAL
 OF MINISTRY AND 
 MUSIC

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS


