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Church jobs.  

In today’s Gospel, “Jesus told his disciples a parable 
about the necessity for them to pray always without 
becoming weary.”  Prayer is the other sustaining 
feature of my life.  I have realized that I am in 
control of very little in this life, and that I have to 
rely on God.  Loss, disappointment, setbacks, 
failure, regret: how can we go on without trusting 
in the love and mercy of God to help us cope and 
even thrive as we experience the adversities  
of life?  

Before you start thinking about me as a paragon 
of virtue, let me tell you that I haven’t always 
lived up to my ideal self, not by a long shot.  
You may have heard me say something that 
I learned a long time ago from a friend I highly 
respect.  Human beings are born 100% selfish.  
A baby doesn’t care if mom and dad are tired or 
busy.  The baby wants something now. Our very 
human task over the course of our lives is to 
become 100% selfless.  That is the undertaking 
of Christian discipleship, to put another’s needs 
ahead of our own.  And it ain’t easy. By the way, 
I’m at about 14.5% on my journey to holiness.   

All followers of Christ are called to holiness.  
I’ve been met with outrage when I’ve told 
some people that sentence.  No, we don’t 
have to enter a monastery.  We don’t have to 
walk around with folded hands or preach on 
street corners.  It’s not about looking pious or 

otherworldly. We live regular, real lives.  We’re 
still called to holiness, to be set apart for God, to 
ask ourselves, “Well, what would Jesus do and 
think in these circumstances?”  “What does God 
want me to do today?” 

If only I knew.  I don’t have a specific plan for 
retirement, but I know something will come 
along.  God will lead me, or perhaps push me, 
in the right direction.  At least, that’s my prayer!

Thank you for all you have done for me and with 
me along the way.  I am grateful for every one of 
you, those who have supported me, and those 
who support St. Olaf in dozens of ways.  My 
prayer for you is today’s psalm, #121.

Is it revealing too much to tell you that I worked 
for the public school system for two years and 
then for the Catholic Church for 43 years?  It’s 
only revealing because you can easily figure out 
my age now, although you most likely guessed 
seeing as how I am retiring.  I began my career in 
Wisconsin, two years as a Grade School music 
teacher and then three years as a Catholic High 
School religion teacher who also coordinated 
school Masses including the music for Masses.  
I moved to Minnesota in 1979 working for 
Hill-Murray High School, the Archdiocesan 
Worship Center, Pax Christi in Eden Prairie, and 
St. Olaf.  When I began each of these positions, 
I thought I would have that job until I retired.  
Circumstances changed, and I had many 
transitions.  After 40 years with these various 
Archdiocesan entities, the time has come.

The readings for today (29th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time) are providential for writing about my 
reflections on my working career.  St. Paul tells 
Timothy that, “All Scripture is inspired by God and 
is useful for teaching, for refutation, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, so that one who 
belongs to God may be competent, equipped for 
every good work.”  I was in college when I decided 
I would read a chapter from the Old Testament 
and a chapter from the New Testament every 
day.  I read the New Testament about three 
times before I finished the Old Testament 
once.  Scripture has played a part in all of my  
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R. Our help is from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 
I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; 
whence shall help come to me? 
My help is from the LORD, 
who made heaven and earth.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 
The LORD will guard you from all evil; 
and will guard your life. 
The LORD will guard your coming and your 
going, both now and forever.

R. Our help is from the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth.



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
Oct. 20: Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121; 2 Tm 3:14-4:2; Lk 18:1-8.  
Oct. 27: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps 34; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk 18:9-14.  

“IT’S GETTING COLDER!”
As you prepare for the change in seasons, help St. Olaf Samaritan 
Ministry equip our guests with winter weather gear. We need 
(adult) winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves and blankets. Items may 
be dropped off during the week or on weekends. Thank you for 
bringing the warmth of St. Olaf to those most in need. Please call 
the parish office if you have any questions.

MASS OF ANOINTING 
Saturday, October 26 at the 12:00 noon Mass: The Sacrament 
of the Sick offers strength and healing to all who are suffering 
physically, spiritually, or emotionally. No registration is needed. A 
light lunch will follow.

PARISH HOMECOMING 
The weekend of October 26 and 27, we will have hospitality after 
all the Masses. After both 4:00pm Masses we will have a Polish 
sausage dinner. After Sunday morning Masses we will have a 
pancake breakfast. Mark your calendar now! All are welcome. 

NOVEMBER OPPORTUNITIES FOR REMEMBRANCE
All Saints Day Masses (holy day of obligation) October 31 at 5:15pm; 
November 1 at 6:00am, 7:00am, 10:00am, 11:00am, 12:00 noon, 
4:00pm and 5:15pm

All Souls Day Mass of Remembrance November 2 at 12:00 noon. 
At this Mass we pray for our loved ones who have died. The names 
of those who were buried from St. Olaf will be read at Mass. Light 
lunch follows. 

Throughout November our Tree of Life will be under the skylight 
and the Book of Remembrance near the baptismal font. We are 
encouraged to inscribe the names of our loved ones who have 
gone before us on their journey to the kingdom. 

PARKING
Remember that free parking is available across from St. Olaf on 
8th Street at the Minneapolis Club on Saturdays and Sundays.  

WEDNESDAY ORGAN RECITALS
Every Wednesday from now through December 4, there will be an 
organ recital following the Noon Mass. Local Twin Cities organists 
will showcase the capabilities and versatility of our wonderful 
Lively-Fulcher instrument. Freewill donation.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC
THANK YOU to all who attended, donated, and offered prayers of 
support for the Of Ministry and Music event. The evening was a 
success by building community and raising money for the Reserve 
Fund.  Just over $55,000 (after expenses) has been donated thus 
far. If you were unable to attend, you may still make a donation:  
please send a check to the parish office or visit the Saint Olaf 
website to donate online:  www.saintolaf.org/ofministryandmusic.
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CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

September 30- Oct 6 $19,637 $25,000 -$5,363

YTD through Week #14 $247,992 $273,562 -$25,570

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #14

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
  2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL
  4:00 PM MASS 
TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME, OCTOBER 20
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS W/AFRICAN CHOIR 
  4:00 PM MASS
 5:30 PM DINNER WITH EXODUS RESIDENTS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21
  7:00 AM       MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM       SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM      MASS
12:00 PM       AA
12:30 PM       FR. WEHMANN; RERUM NOVARUM 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 22
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
12:30 PM ORGAN RECITAL
  6:00 PM ALANON
 6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM       SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
 7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00 AM RCIA
12:00 PM ANOINTING MASS
12:30 PM LUNCH FOLLOWING MASS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
  4:00 PM MASS 
  5:00 PM HOMECOMING DINNER


