
I grew up with many opportunities to 
participate in sports. Baseball was my 
favorite and I was sure I would be the 
next Harmon Killebrew, Cesar Tovar, or 
Rod Carew. The organizers of the youth 
league had an approach that really made 
everyone feel like they could be the next 
big-league player.
Instead of a fancy tryout for a chance to 
participate, resulting in some being able 
to play and others left out, parents would 
fill out a card to register their child to play 
ball. Then, the coaches would gather, 
the cards were shuffled, and dealt to the 
coaches like playing a game of poker. 
Coaches fielded a team with the players 
they were given. 
Everyone who wanted to be on a team 
was on a team, and additionally, everyone 
had to get a certain minimum number of 
innings playing time during the game. This 
was an early lesson on being inclusive. Of 
course, even at an early age, kids know 
who is better at the game and who is not. 
Along the way, I learned the importance 
of being inclusive and the value of what 
it taught me about applying this to the 
rest of life. Because we were all in this 
together, cheering for the underdog
could be transformative. Another life
lesson!Now, we did not discuss a lot of 
theology on the bench during little league 

games; but fundamentally, this approach 
is the same as what it means to build, 
be, and become the Body of Christ. NO 
ONE is to be left out because EVERYONE 
has something to contribute. To sharpen 
the point, the invitation from God into a 
relationship of love through Christ really 
emphasizes the inclusion of those who 
are oppressed, vulnerable, or pushed to 
the margins in any way. 
The readings this weekend proclaim that 
this is not a gray area in need of clarity. 
Luke’s gospel reminds us that those who 
“exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” Not much wiggle-room here! 
The first reading from Sirach tells us, 
God “hears the cry of the oppressed. 
The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the 
orphan, nor to the widow when she 
pours out her complaint.” The underdog 
and marginalized find favor in God’s plan. 
No gray-area here.
Now understand, this little league 
approach did not inhibit developing 
skills and even excelling at the game for 
those with some exceptional gifts. The 
underlying attitude helped make these  
gifts even more meaningful. Some went  
on to play at very competitive levels as 
we got older, but stayed “class-acts” and 
good guys (humble). 

We know that today our community, 
our families and other relationships, 
our church, our politics, and our world, 
could sure use a large slice of humble pie. 
Too often, the attitude reflected is that 
others not like us are beneath us, and the 
underdog is beaten down, and bullied, 
instead of cheered. Civilized debate is 
lost to extremes including insurrection. 
The Body of Christ is bruised and banged 
up by ugly actions and words done “in the 
name of God.” 
The broken Body of Christ on the Cross 
proclaimed God’s love that we might heal, 
forgive, and cheer for the underdogs all 
around us. We are missing the mark too 
many times. We can do better and must 
up our game. 
We are blessed to be connected with 
the Saint Olaf community. For 50 years 
the social outreach ministry founded by 
Sr. Rosanne Fox, CSJ has established a 
great legacy of cheering for the underdog 
with resources, support, and recognition 
of their sacred dignity. For more than 80 
years this parish has sought “to serve as 
a living sign of Christ’s saving presence 
in the heart of the city.” While it might 
have been nice to have had a spectacular 
career with the Twins, I’m much better 
off being part of the Body of Christ here 
at Saint Olaf. Let’s all play ball together!
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
October 23: Sir 35:12-14, 16-18, Ps 34, 2 Tim 4: 6-8, 16-18, 
Lk 18:9-14
October 30: Wis 11:22–12:2, Ps 145, 2 Thes 1:11-2:2, Lk 
19:1-10

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 
6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays 
at 10:00am. Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 
12:00Noon Mass and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.

SAINT OLAF PILGRIMAGE
If you are interested in joining the Summer 2023 pilgrimage in 
Norway, walking the Saint Olavsleden path to Nidaros Cathedral, 
Trondheim, please pick up an informational flyer in one of the 
acrylic stands at the Main Church entrances or contact Mike 
Burakowski, mikeyb61@yahoo.com. 

TEACHING SERIES ON THE MASS
Mondays of October after the Noon Mass until 1:00pm in Forliti 
Gathering Room, Led by Fr. Wehmann.  Each week we will have a 
video followed by group discussion. The videos, by explaining the 
“Whys” behind the “Whats,” bring forward some of those hidden 
mysteries throughout the Mass that the general parishioner may 
miss.

OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2022 - GRATITUDE
Thank you to all for the prayers and support for our Of Ministry and 
Music 2022 event. You can still donate to the Saint Olaf Reserve 
Fund for the aging boiler system securely via our website: 
saintolaf.org/ofministryandmusic or send a check in to Saint Olaf 
with “Reserve Fund” in the memo section. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

IN MEMORIAM
Please pray for loved ones lost who are associated with Saint Olaf. 
We will post news of any pending Funeral Masses or Memorial 
Services when they are scheduled. Check saintolaf.org and click on 
Funeral in the top right corner of any page to see the scheduled 
funerals.

Connie Dunn, parishioner, died October 13. Funeral at Saint Olaf, 
Thursday, October 20, 10:00am with visitation at 9:00am.
Pat Gilligan, parishioner, died October 12. Funeral at Saint Olaf, 
Saturday, October 22, 10:00am with visitation at 9:00am

PRAYERS AND CONGRATULATIONS FOR 
SAINT OLAF'S CONFIRMANDS
Saint Olaf joined with two other parishes in celebrating Confirmation 
at the Basilica of Saint Mary on Saturday, October 15, 2022.  Presider 
was Bishop Joseph Williams. The class of confirmation students this 
fall was: Nadia Blessing Agbelessessi, Hanou Jennifer Agbelessessi, 
Alexandre Akakpo,Patrick Akoussan, Ashley Akoussan, Christel 
Defly, Anjali Felicetta, Michael Lakte, Karina Clara Lopez, Rubi Clara 
Lopez, Chizaram "Zaza" Nwankiti,  Lupita Sanchez Lessard, Maria 
Padron, Ariana Winter. (Photo also includes Tyler Winter - he and 
Monica Keiser of Saint Maximilian Kolbe, joined our Confirmation 
class).  Please keep our newly confirmed in your prayers.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Livestreamed

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM    MASS
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 24
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS

12:00 PM 

MASS+12:00 PM

AA MEETING 
EDUCATION ROOM 

12:30 PM SERIES ON THE MASS
WITH FR. WEHMANN

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25

  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  6:00 PM LIVING YOUR 

STRENGTHS SESSION

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 26
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING  

EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
  6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH

CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 27
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 29
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #15
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Oct 3 - 9 $14,124 $16,400 -$2,276

YTD through Week #15 $268,225 $272,149 -$3,924

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.

RCIA AND SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
CLASSES FOR 2022-2023
If you have thought about becoming Catholic or have youth in need of 
Sacramental Preparation for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and 
Confirmation, please contact the parish office to add your name to the 
interest list.  Classes for the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
and Sacramental Preparation will begin in the fall.




