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LOVE IS THE BIGGER PICTURE
by Joel Anderson, Director of Music 

 The Catholic Church has a long and incredibly 
detailed, rich history. Two millennia of existence 
have produced troves of art and music, 
tomes of theology and instruction, and an 
abundance of prayers and meditations. There 
is an incredible amount of information to be 
had on nearly any topic, and an entire lifetime 
may be spent devoted to the study of Church 
history, art, music, vestments, architecture, 
politics, teaching, liturgical rubrics, councils, 
and theology. The Church spans the globe, and 
each country and culture has brought its own 
influences into the incredibly rich tapestry of 
Christ’s body here on earth. This is all incredibly 
wonderful! There is so much beauty to be 
found in complexity and diversity. However, 
in the Gospel reading for this Sunday, Jesus 
reminds us of how contrastingly simple the core 
Christian message is, in its pure essence:

“You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your mind.
This is the greatest and the first 
commandment.
The second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments.”
(Matt. 22:37-40)

 Jesus spoke this in response to the Pharisees, 
who were trying to test him by asking him what 
was the greatest commandment in the law. 
Perhaps they were hoping he would trip up, or 
get bogged down on some issue that they could 
pick apart. In all the complexity of the Church, 
of the world, and the busy nature of our own 
lives, it is easy to become blinded by mundane 
details or myopic minutiae, focusing on issues 
that are the most important to us personally, 
whether it be in our work, amongst our friends 
and family, or in the fraught scene of national 
politics, especially as the election looms near. 
Issues may divide family, friends, coworkers, 
and congregants, but are we remembering 
to put those issues into perspective when it 
comes to these two greatest commandments? 
It’s good to be passionate, but the bigger picture 
of these two simple commandments needs to 
be present, as well.

 To illustrate, a similar question could be asked 
of those attending Mass, “what is the greatest 
aspect of the liturgy?” Rather than answering 
the question in light of the larger picture of the 
incredible miracle that happens at each Mass, it 
might be tempting to dismiss that as obvious, 
and instead focus on smaller singular aspects 
like music, church architecture, the homily, 
or so on, in light of our individual experience. 
Each of us comes with our own perspectives, 

expertise, and biases. To speak from our shared 
experience of liturgy, and specifically using my 
own experience as an example, it is not always 
easy, as a music minister, to mentally step back 
from all that is going on during Mass to see the 
larger picture. There are always little details 
to think about, for example, a thought like 
“remember that the cantor needs to breathe 
on beat three in measure 49 before changing 
stops on the organ,” which can be an obstacle 
to proper prayer and conscious participation 
in the liturgy. Paying attention to such detail 
is, of course, important, because such things 
help to beautify the liturgy, making it fitting 
for the praise of God, and offering our best to 
the Lord. The bigger picture, though, is that the 
community is coming together to celebrate 
Christ’s sacrifice for all humanity, to hear the 
Word and partake in the Eucharist, and in so 
doing, fulfilling the essence of Jesus’ teaching: 
to love God and love our neighbor.

 We are nearing the end of the liturgical 
year, and of the year 2020 that has been so 
tumultuous in so many ways. As we approach 
the end of one year and new beginnings in 
another, in the midst of all the complexity of our 
own lives and of world events, let us keep the 
bigger picture in mind, of the core content of the 
mission Christ has given us here on this earth – 
to love God, and to love our neighbor.

215 SOUTH 8TH ST, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402



SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 2

EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
October 25: Ex 22: 20-26, Ps 18, 1 Thes 1: 5C-10, Mt 22: 34-40 
November 1: Rv 7: 2-4, 9-14, Ps 24, 1 Jn 3: 1-3, Mt 5: 1-12A

HEALING AND HOPE RETREAT
OCTOBER 18- NOVEMBER 15
Videos are live streamed on Tuesdays at 7 pm. This virtual 
five-part retreat grounds each person’s fundamental identity 
as a beloved child of God. Yet each has experienced wounds 
that bind. This retreat explores how to unbind these knots 
through the intercession of Our Lady, Undoer of Knots, 
and open these wounds to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
Encountering Jesus’ love and mercy brings healing and hope.
Visit the Archdioceses page for more information:
www.archspm.org/healing-and-hope-series

NEW FOR YOU!
Watch from your place or on the go with YouTube or 
Facebook!
Visit this link: www.youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live 
to access the 12:00 noon Daily Mass and 10:00 am Sunday 
Mass live stream.

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN JOINING THE CATHOLIC CHURCH? 
Have you not completed the initiation sacraments of 
Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been 
baptized? Then the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is for you. Again this year we are hosting informational 
classes about the Catholic Church. 
Saint Olaf RCIA classes are on Saturdays at 10:00 am. Classes 
will run through the Easter Season 2021. Anyone who is 
interested in becoming Catholic, either from another faith 
tradition or who has never been baptized, is welcome to 
attend. We ask that you contact Fr. Michael Krenik (612-767-
6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org) to register and provide an 
initial intake form.  
We at times need sponsors, parishioners willing to walk 
with the candidates, through the RCIA process. If you are 
interested in being a sponsor please let Fr. Krenik know.

PARENTS WITH YOUTH IN OUR PARISH 
If you are interested in your child receiving the Sacraments of 
First Communion or Confirmation, please call the parish office 
for more information 612-332-7471.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE STRICKEN 
BY THE CORONAVIRUS
That God’s healing hand will stretch out over the world and 
awaken within us God’s love and healing. Thanks for your 
prayers!

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #15
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Oct 5 - 11 $11,029 $20,000 -$8,971

YTD through
Week #15 $230,153 $254,421 -$24,268

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please 
be patient with us as we maneuver a new way of 
existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before 

Mass starts (allow us to clean the Church between 
Masses)

• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 
Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street

• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 24 
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25    
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, OCTOBER 26
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 30
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 31
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS


