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COME IN FOR A LANDING AND 
GET READY FOR TAKEOFF

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
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IN ORDINARY TIMEIN ORDINARY TIME

I do not fly in airplanes very often. Even though I am far from a 
frequent flyer, I have flown enough in my life to have some of the phrases 
and routines well-established in my brain and practice, especially as it 
concerns coming in for a landing at the end of a flight.
“Please stow any belongings you brought out during the flight”….”Be sure 
your seatbelt is securely fastened”… “Please bring your seatback and tray 
table into an upright and locked position”…And then the plane lands.
The end of one stage. Ready for the transition to what is to come next. We 
either head home or engage in activities at our destination. Of course we also 
usually stand in the aisle for15 minutes waiting for those in front of us to 
leave the plane. And then the plane is readied for the next flight and so are 
the people in a kind of constant overlap!
I find these flight images helpful as we come to the end of one liturgical 
year and get ready for the next one. We are “coming in for a landing” with the 
familiar scriptural images from Mark’s gospel of the end times and God’s 
glory. Try as I might to convince family and friends that the first reading 
image, “At that time there shall arise Michael, the great prince” is a reference 
to me, I get no takers! But that’s another story.
The church in her wisdom provides for the supportive familiarity of the 
images at the end of one liturgical year to both capture a sense of the end 
times in the reign of God, as well as get ready for the new liturgical year and 
a new gospel (Luke), celebrating God’s love, compassion, mercy and justice 
in service to others.
This supportive familiarity also allows us to assess our response to the 
invitation we received last year at this time. How did we do? How have we 
lived out our baptismal call as a follower of Jesus Christ? How have we 
engaged the mission and ministries of Saint Olaf “to serve as a living sign of 
Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the city”? 
As we come in for a landing at the end of this liturgical year, we are 
reminded that excess baggage or those things that weigh us down or 
burden others can be left behind. The power of God’s love and forgiveness to 
help us lighten the load for the new year ahead is yet another gift of 
renewal from God. 
Giving Trees. A visible reminder that one year is coming to an end and a 
new one is about to begin is the presence of the Samaritan Ministry 
Giving Tree at the 8th Street entrance under the skylight. 
Adorned with a variety of colorful paper ornaments with requests for 
gifts for guests of Samaritan Ministry and the 94 residents of Exodus 
next door to Saint Olaf, the Giving Tree provides an annual avenue for 
strengthening our parish expression of care for our guests in need. 
You are invited to take a list of suggested options and return the gifts to the 
reception desk when you return to the parish for Mass. If you are not able to 
come to Saint Olaf for Mass (and there are many of you and we really 
respect why this is not possible), you may send a check marked “Giving 
Tree” to the parish or donate online and direct it to Samaritan Ministry 
on the donation window. You may also shop online and have the gifts sent 
directly to Saint Olaf. What is needed? The suggestions at the left are 
intended to help guide your giving.

For Exodus Residents:
• Men’s winter hat, gloves/mittens, scarf set
• Women’s winter hat, gloves/mittens, scarf set
• $10 Target Card
• Personal Hygiene Items (body wash, lotion, lip

balm, razors, shaving cream, etc.)
• Warm socks

For Families:
• $25 Cub Foods gift cards
• $25 and $50 Target Cards

To help bolster Samaritan Ministry Clothing Closet 
Inventory:

• Men’s winter coats (sizes XL, 2X, 3X)
• Women’s winter coats (sizes large, XL, 2X)



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS  
November 14: DN 12:1-3, Ps 16, Heb 10: 11-14, 18, Mk 13:24-32
November 21: Dn 7:13-14, Ps 93, Rv 1:5-8, Jn 18:33b-37

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

WHEN YOU SING, YOU PRAY TWICE
If you have always thought about joining the choir, this 
may be the perfect time to give it a shot.  Join the Seasonal 
Choir for Christmas! Seasonal Choir sings at 4pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve; option to also sing at 12:00noon Mass on 
January 1, 4:00pm Mass on January 2, and 4:00pm Mass 
on January 9. Rehearsals begin Tuesday, November 30, at 
6:30pm. To participate, sign up with Joel Anderson, director of 
music at 612-767-7628 or JAnderson@SaintOlaf.org. 

PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
Where have you been blessed this year?  Are you pleased 
with where you have spent your time in prayer? How 
about where you are with sharing of your unique gifts 
and financial resources?  Your gifts shared help us provide 
excellent liturgies, life-changing ministries, quality staff, and 
a welcoming building and environment.  Each and every gift 
helps us stretch our budget and allows us to do justice – love 
goodness – walk humbly with God. 

CALLING ALL WEEKEND HOSPITALITY HELPERS!
We have successfully opened the doors of Forliti Gathering 
Room after the weekend Masses, and now we would like to take 
those next steps of adding in coffee and treats – but we need 
Hospitality Helpers to give us a hand.  The task is to share Saint 
Olaf hospitality, set out trays of donuts/treats, make coffee, and 
keep the tables cleaned up.  This is a fun ministry, sharing treats 
and smiles after your regular Mass time once a month.  If this 
sounds like a perfect fit, contact Mary Kennedy in the parish office, 
612-767-6204 or via email, MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org.

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION REGISTER NOW
If you missed last week’s Open House concerning youth 
Sacramental Preparation for First Reconciliation, First Eucharist, 
and Confirmation, please contact the Parish office to add your 
name to the interest list. Classes will be starting soon.  

ORGAN RECITAL WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17 - 12:30PM 
Featuring recitalist Kraig Windschitl. Come hear our incredible 
instrument roar with thunder, whisper gently, and soar 
melodiously. There is no cost to attend; freewill donation. See our 
website for more information.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  2:30 PM BOOK CLUB
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15

MASS
CONFESSIONS
MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

  7:00 AM 
  7:30 AM 
12:00 PM  
12:00 PM AA MEETING - EDUCATION ROOM
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING - EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM ORGAN RECITAL - KRAIG WINDSCHITL
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS   (+LIVE STREAMED)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00 PM MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #18

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Oct 25-31 $17,250 $23,000 -$5,750

YTD - Week #18 $320,094 $306,535 $13,559


