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THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE
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“COME YOU WHO ARE BLESSED BY MY FATHER….”
by Fr. Kevin Kenney

“Therefore, stay awake! For you do not know
on which day your Lord will come.” We began
our liturgical year 2020 with these words.
Our liturgical year wraps up this week as we
conclude our readings from the Gospel of
Matthew and begin a new year with the Gospel
of Mark. Matthew has been an insightful guide
this exceptional year as we have maneuvered
a pandemic, social unrest and an election
year. I cannot tell you how many times I asked
the Lord to come and straighten us out but
still today we wait and we know we must be
prepared. Matthew has prepared us well and
today’s gospel is a great mirror to look into
and ask oneself, “Will I be with the sheep or
the goats?” Hopefully, our side will be with the
sheep.
We celebrate Thanksgiving this week and
hopefully we can name many things for which
we are grateful. This year will be different as
many new restrictions have been placed upon
us. Families will have to decide with whom to
gather or whether they should gather at all. I
wonder how the turkey’s feel this year. Will
they be given a reprieve or is it too late? Many
people appreciated free Thanksgiving dinners.
Unfortunately this year, due to the pandemic,
most of these dinners have been canceled.
Yearly traditions for families have been halted,

a warm meal for someone who usually goes
without will not be served. Be creative in ways
that you can feed the hungry, give drink to the
thirsty, welcome the stranger, cloth the naked,
care for someone sick or lonely, or send a note
to someone in prison. How will you spend
Thanksgiving? What are you grateful for this
year?
My walks around downtown are brightened by
the signs of Christmas. Even though we are still
in November and we haven’t even celebrated
Thanksgiving, this year I am tickled to see
Christmas trees lit, decorations in windows
and porches decorated with Christmas lights.
They are signs to me that life still exists in
downtown Minneapolis. We have hope and
hope will carry us through these times of
uncertainty. I know the challenges many are
facing as schools return to virtual education,
students suffer, parents are in flux. Employers
wonder if they will ever have employees return
to their office spaces and what will we do about
the annual Christmas gathering? Simplicity and
creativity will be the theme this year. How will
you incorporate this into your life?
Thanks to all who have responded to our Annual
Stewardship Renewal. I am grateful for all who
see the value of the mission of Saint Olaf and
are willing to stand with us and support us in
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our ministry. Our outreach to those in need is
tremendous and so many have come forward
in donating coats, boots, hats and gloves. Our
Samaritan Ministry Volunteers bravely come
and serve our clients. The live-streaming and
televising of our Masses could not happen
without the many ministers who have stepped
up to serve at this time. Our volunteer cleanteams sanitize and keep us safe. The staff,
whose commitment is unbelievable, gladly are
on the frontlines serving in many capacities
of parish life to make sure our ministry is
seamless and welcoming. With your support,
prayers and love, we will continue serving in
these unprecedented times as a living sign of
Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the city.
Thank you!
With Advent right around the corner, why not
adopt a staff member or volunteer and pray for
them throughout the Advent season. Pray for
our guests who stop by to warm themselves
and find a place of solace and peace. Pray for
our world as we await Jesus’ return. Guess
what? As we begin a new liturgical year next
weekend, Jesus, in Mark’s gospel, invites us,
“Be watchful! Be alert!” So, stay awake and
watch, much more is yet to come!

A Blessed Thanksgiving to All!
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS

November 22: Ez 34: 11-12, 15-17, Ps 23, 1 Cor 15: 20-26, 28, Mt 25: 31-46
November 29: Is 63: 16B-17, 19B; 64: 2-7, Ps 80, 1 Cor 1: 3-9, Mk 13: 33-37

USHER VOLUNTEER HELPERS

With an increase in attendance at Mass, and anticipation of the
Christmas celebrations, we are seeking usher volunteer helpers.
We are trying to make sure we fit as many people in the lower
part of the church as possible, so we are looking for people to help
escort people to the pews to make sure we get maximum use
of each pew. If you are willing to do this, please contact Fr Mike
Krenik (612-767-6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org) for training.

ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL FOR 2021

We are grateful for the responses already received from our
members. Our goal is to receive responses from all of our
members and friends, please respond, even if you are not able
to commit to a pledge for the upcoming year. Your responses
help us effectively plan our budget for the upcoming year.
REVIEW your gifts that you have to share-support the ministries
and organizations that are important to you. RENEW your
commitments and determine how you are called to support Saint
Olaf. RESPOND promptly by turning in your completed form to
the parish office, in the mail, via the collection baskets, or online
at www.SaintOlaf.org/renewal. Additional forms available online
or in the acrylic holders at the main church entrances.

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV

Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on
Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and re-played on Mondays at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM

Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass
AND our Sunday 10:00am Mass YouTube link: youtube.com/
user/SaintOlafChurch/live
Facebook search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church,
Downtown Minneapolis
Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on the website,
www.SaintOlaf.org/media

SAMARITAN MINISTRY AND GIVING TREE

Even with early snow and cold, followed by unusual temps
in the 70s last weekend, one thing is unchanged, Saint Olaf
Samaritan Ministry needs winter coats to share with our
guests. Men’s sizes XL and larger are in very short supply. This
very urgent need is one of many opportunities highlighted by
the annual Samaritan Ministry Giving Tree now on full display
under the skylight at the 8th Street entrance. Thank you in
advance for your generous support!

VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS CHOIR

The choirs of Saint Olaf Catholic Church are preparing a virtual
choir project for Christmas. Parish community members are
invited to participate. Contact Joel Anderson for details:
janderson@saintolaf.org or direct office line 612-767-7628.

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please
be patient with us as we maneuver a new way of
existing.
Please be attentive to the following:
• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before
Mass starts (allow us to clean the Church between
Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the
Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing
Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 21 WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 25

12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM MASS

7:00 AM MASS
7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

NOVEMBER 26
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 THURSDAY,
Thanksgiving Day
6:00 AM MASS

8:00 AM
10:00 AM
12:00 PM
4:00 PM

9:00 AM MASS

MASS
MASS
MASS
MASS

Building closes after Mass

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27

OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS

7:00 AM MASS

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 23 7:30 AM CONFESSIONS

7:00 AM MASS
7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

7:00 AM
7:30 AM
12:00 PM
12:30 PM

12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
4:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 28
MASS
CONFESSIONS
MASS
CONFESSIONS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #19
CONTRIBUTIONS

ACTUAL

BUDGET

DIFFERENCE

Nov 2 - 8

$31,288

$21,693

9,595

YTD through
Week #19

$310,821

$337,807

-$26,986

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week 1

$209,804
Pledged

99
Respondents

8.89%
of Parish

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.
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