
Here we are at the 2nd Sunday of Advent – 
and with one week of the new church year 
under our belts, the question is, how are 
we doing with our New Year’s resolutions? 
It’s OK, I didn’t make any either! But “ready 
or not,” here it is! The church in her wisdom 
helps us. The timing of this ancient, sacred 
season has resolutions already baked into 
the start of the year with sights, symbols 
and scripture passages to guide our way 
from the beginning.
In the bumps of life, we likely welcome 
a new beginning. We who live in the 
northern half of the world find our daylight 
squeezed and squished smaller each 
passing day, leaving more darkness to fill 
its place. Our need for hope, for healing, for 
forgiveness all burden us with darkness. In 
Advent, even before the darkest day on 
the earth’s calendar, we are welcoming 
more light with a second lit candle on the 
wreath! The Light is never not there no 
matter the darkness! Welcome the Light 
as we prepare to celebrate the Light of 
Christ’s birth at Christmas, just as we also 
prepare for the greater Light of Christ to 
come again in Glory!
With more light comes more opportunity 
as we hear this week in Paul’s letter to the 
Romans to “Welcome one another, then, 
as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of 

God.” How have we been welcomed by 
Christ? God knows us by name even before 
we are born. Christ joins us in the turbulent 
waters of Baptism, reflecting the chaos of 
life and death, for “repentance” as told by 
John the Baptist in the gospel of Matthew, 
and “‘with the Holy Spirit and fire’ by one 
mightier” than he. That’s quite a welcome 
we receive in Baptism! 
Baptism expresses and helps us 
understand the kind of welcome Christ 
extends to us and the grace to guide us 
along the way. Parents, Godparents and 
the assembled community pledge their 
support in faith for the one to be baptized, 
and then the presider makes the Sign of 
the Cross on their forehead, inviting the 
others to do the same. Welcomed with the 
Sign of the Cross, we are called to welcome 
others in the same way. 
Christ is our companion through the Living 
waters and when the newly baptized 
emerges from the water, the welcome 
continues; we are anointed “just as Christ 
was anointed Priest, Prophet and King,” we 
are clothed in a white garment as a sign of 
our Christian dignity, and we are presented 
with a baptismal candle with the welcome 
“receive the Light of Christ!” Christ pushes 
back against the darkness of suffering and 
death and welcomes us into the Light.

As Baptized children of the Light, we are 
sent forth to share the Light in the world 
around us and welcome others as we have 
been welcomed. We do so by our very 
presence when we gather with others to 
celebrate and be nourished by God’s Word 
and the Body and Blood of Christ in the 
Eucharist. 
Think about that one person in your life 
that might welcome your invitation to join 
you here at Saint Olaf for Mass. We can 
accompany them as Christ accompanies 
us. Have you known the balm of 
healing and/or forgiveness to restore a 
relationship, like the balm of anointing 
in Christ? How can we extend the same 
to another, especially during this holiday 
time of year when the frayed ends of 
some relationships experience even more 
tension? How can we help respect the 
dignity of another, just as we were clothed 
with dignity in Baptism?
Light of Christ that dwells in us is always 
seeking a way to shine in the lives of 
others, so strong is God’s love. Let us 
welcome others burdened by the darkness 
of homelessness, illness, isolation, poverty 
and others and proclaim, “Receive the 
Light of Christ!”
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READ THE POST-SYNODAL PASTORAL
LETTER; YOU WILL BE MY WITNESS
Archbishop Hebda requests all members of the Archdiocese to 
“Please read the Pastoral Letter and take it to prayer! Share the 
letter and discuss it with your pastors, your family and your fellow 
parishioners and friends! And then be open to 
the great surprises God has in store for us as 
we continue to walk, pray, listen and discern 
together.” To read the Pastoral Letter, go to 
archspm.org/synodletter or scan this QR code. 
The Archbishop’s video introducing the Pastoral 
Letter is also available at saintolaf.org and 
scroll down to News & Announcements on the main page.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
December 4, 2nd Sunday of Advent: Is 11:1-10, Ps 72, Rom 15:4-9, 
                                                                     Mt 3: 1-12
December 8, Immaculate Conception: Gn 3:9-15, 20, Ps 98, Eph 1:3-6,  
                                                                       11-12, Lk 1:26-38
December 11, 3rd Sunday of Advent: Is 35:1-6a, 10, Ps 146, Jas 5:7-10, 

Mt 11:2-11

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am. 
Saint Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass and 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live.
MESSIAH SING ALONG WITH THE MINNESOTA CHORALE
The beloved annual singing of Handel’s Messiah with the Minnesota 
Chorale returns to Saint Olaf on Sunday, December 4, at 6:30pm with 
director Kathy Saltzman Romey and guest organist Lynn Trapp. Bring 
your own score, or rent one at the church to sing along, or simply 
listen. With Chorale singers interspersed in the pews, you’ll be 
completely enveloped by this glorious music.
JOIN THE SEASONAL CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS!
This week is the last chance to sign up for Seasonal Choir - which will 
sing at the 4pm Masses on Christmas Eve, January 1, and January 8.  
Contact Joel Anderson at janderson@saintolaf.org or 612-767-7628.
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION IS 
THURSDAY DECEMBER 8 - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
Mass Schedule: Wednesday, December 7, 5:15pm Vigil Mass; 
Thursday, December 8, 7:00am, 10:00am, 12:00Noon, and 5:15pm. 
There will be no confessions after the 12:00Noon Mass on December 8.
"AN EVENING OF SACRED SONG" RECITAL – DECEMBER 9 
Elena Stabile, a Saint Olaf cantor, will present a program, "Evening of 
Sacred Song", with music for soprano, piano, and flute on December 9 
at 6:00pm. Admission free. Visit SaintOlaf.org/MusicSeries for more 
information.
SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
All are invited to the Saint Olaf Holiday Open House on Monday, 
December 12 from 7:30am-3:00pm in the Forliti Gathering Room. 
There will be festive food and refreshments, activities, and music 
provided throughout the day by Totino Grace Catholic High School. All 
are welcome and there’s no charge!
CHRISTMAS FLOWER & ENVIRONMENT DONATION
Remember a loved one, living or deceased with a gift towards flowers 
and environment at Saint Olaf. Suggested offering is $20. Forms are 
available in the acrylic holders at the church entrances. Place 
completed form and donation in the collection basket or bring to the 
parish reception desk in Forliti Foyer by December 19.
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
The Annual Stewardship Renewal theme this year is Intentional 
Disciples, and all are asked to follow the call of Jesus Christ, bringing 
the Good News with us everywhere we go, in everything we do, and 
in how we speak and act. Your gifts shared as you Pray – Serve – 
Share are acts of Intentional Discipleship. What will you do with the 
gifts you have been given? Please review, renew, and respond by 
turning in your Stewardship Intention Card or completing it online at 
SaintOlaf.org/AnnualRenewal. Additional forms are available in the 
acrylic stands at the Church entrances. We are grateful for the gifts 
shared. As of November 18, we have received 84 responses with 
$162,521 pledged from 7.55% of the parish. Thank you.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Livestreamed
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
  6:30 PM MESSIAH SING ALONG

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING 

EDUCATION ROOM 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
 12:30 PM CONFESSIONS 
  6:30 PM SEASONAL CHOIR

REHEARSAL

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING  

EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
  5:15 PM VIGIL MASS FOR

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION

  6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH
CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8
FEAST OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
  7:00 AM MASS
10:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM MASS +
  5:15 PM MASS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+
  6:00 PM EVENING OF SACRED

SONG RECITAL

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #21
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Nov 14 - 20 $37,700 $32,000 $5,700
YTD through Week #21 $453,867 $417,224 $36,643

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.




