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“COMFORT, GIVE COMFORT TO MY PEOPLE” 
by  Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

My parents were both raised on farms an hour 
south of Minneapolis. I have faint memories of 
the farm on my Mom’s side because they sold 
it and built a house on the edge of the tiny town 
of Veseli (A Czech community) when I was very 
young. 
My Grandparent’s farm on my Dad’s side, near 
Shieldsville (a community of Irish heritage), filled 
me, my siblings, and my cousins with memories 
for a lifetime because we were regular and 
frequent visitors through adolescent years. 
Homesteaded by an earlier generation, the land 
had been worked first by teams of horses, and 
eventually gave way to the mechanized world of 
tractors and combines. 
For my city-slicker siblings, cousins, and me, a 
visit to the farm was about fun and adventure. 
We still get a charge at remembering our trying 
to get someone to touch the electric fence, or to 
see if you could really stand on a partially dried 
cow pie (you can’t). Given the carefree approach 
we had, coming away from a visit with no major 
injuries was considered a success. Dirty clothes 
and certain smells added to the evidence of a 
good time.
For my parents, their siblings, and my 
Grandparents, however, life on the farm had 
little room for fun and adventure. At all times the 
constant and relentless call to very hard work 

was present and necessary. Chores were daily 
and a notion of weekend was known if it was 
the school year and Sundays because of going 
to church. But crops and animals still needed 
attention. Being at the mercy of the seasonal 
elements and the constant threat of injury or 
worse from accidents meant being careful, not 
carefree. 
Taming and tending a land through bone-aching 
hard work eventually made for a better life 
along the way. Amazingly, there was much joy 
shared along the way too. Stories and humor 
were keenly encouraged when material rewards 
could be in short supply. There was always time 
to help a neighbor and contribute to building a 
faith community. A wry wit and a twinkle in the 
eye could bring a smile and cement foundational 
experiences to last a life time. Understanding 
this took some years into my own adulthood. 
Now, as a 21st century grandparent myself, 
appreciating what got us here and what should 
we hand on to the next generation grows in 
importance.
How do we do this as a faith community? As we 
find ourselves early in this new church year, the 
call of Isaiah makes it clear we are to comfort 
God’s people, and make the rugged, crooked 
path easier to pass. Given the state of things 
these days, this means it will be some very hard 
work to make this happen!

Saint Olaf was founded nearly 80 years ago in 
the heart of the city. Our parish “land” is not 
the rural farm, suburban expanse, or even a 
residential neighborhood in the city.  We are 
called to work the land of streetscape, concrete, 
and high-rises. The socio-economic spectrum 
of our land could not be wider. We do so at the 
mercy of conditions related to the pandemic and 
the reality of racial injustice, both needing our 
attention. Our economic strength is sputtering, 
leaving more people in need of assistance, 
and those we serve daily who have nothing, 
somehow get squeezed even more at the 
bottom of the heap.
Comfort, give comfort to my people….
The founding members of Saint Olaf took 
seriously the call of Isaiah and established ways 
to bring comfort to God’s people while the nation 
was still distancing from the Great Depression 
and bracing itself for World War II. Talk about 
hard work trying to bring comfort!
Today, we bring comfort through a vibrant 
sacramental life, especially the Eucharist and 
Reconciliation, and constant material comfort 
and support through clothing, food, respite 
from the elements and other assistance. Let 
us deepen this work by remembering Mark’s 
gospel that we have been baptized in water AND 
the Holy Spirit.
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
December 06: Is 40: 1-5, 9-11, Ps 85 2 Pt 3: 8-14, Mk 1: 1-8 
December 13: Is 61: 1-2A, 10-11, Lk 1, 1 Thes 5: 16-24, Jn 1: 6-8, 19-28

USHER VOLUNTEER HELPERS
With an increase in attendance at Mass, and anticipation of the 
Christmas celebrations, we are seeking usher volunteer helpers. 
We are trying to make sure we fit as many people in the lower 
part of the church as possible, so we are looking for people to help 
escort people to the pews to make sure we get maximum use 
of each pew. If you are willing to do this, please contact Fr. Mike 
Krenik (612-767-6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org) for training.  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
A Holy Day, but not an obligation this year due to COVID19. 
Monday, December 7, 5:15 PM Vigil Mass Tuesday, December 8, 
7:00am, 12 Noon, and 5:15pm. The 12:00 noon Mass will be live 
streamed: www.youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live.

SECOND COLLECTION AT ALL MASSES DECEMBER 5/6
A collection for the mission of the Sisters of Immaculate Heart of 
Mary in the Archdiocese of Kananga, Congo, Africa. The Sisters 
work in Kananga is to prevent rape and violence against women 
by building wells in the villages so the women do not have to walk 
miles to get safe water. One well costs $15,000.  In the spirit of 
Saint Nicholas, please be generous in this Mission Appeal.

ARCHDIOCESAN MASS
Start the Year of St. Joseph with a Mass on December 8, 2020, 
the Archdiocese will celebrate at the Cathedral of St. Paul at 
7:00 PM. Please see the website for more information about 
viewing these events online: www.archspm.org/archdiocesan-
consecration-to-saint-joseph.

SAMARITAN MINISTRY AND GIVING TREE
Even with early snow and cold, followed by unusual warm temps, 
one thing is unchanged, Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry needs 
winter coats to share with our guests. Men’s sizes XL and larger 
are in very short supply. This very urgent need is one of many 
opportunities highlighted by the annual Samaritan Ministry 
Giving Tree now on full display under the skylight at the 8th 
Street entrance. Thank you in advance for your generous support!

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
AND our Sunday 10:00am Mass. 
The YouTube link is: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live. 
Facebook search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church, 
Downtown Minneapolis.
Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on the website, www. 
SaintOlaf.org/media.

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #21

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please 
be patient with us as we maneuver a new way of 
existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before

Mass starts (allow us to clean the Church between
Masses)

• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the
Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street

• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 5
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 7
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
  5:15 PM IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION VIGIL MASS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8
HOLY DAY - IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
 5:15  PM MASS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10   
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 11
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Nov 16-22 $21,044 $21,692 -$648

YTD through
Week #21 $362,434 $381,191 -$18,757

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week 3

$383,801
Pledged

198
Respondents

17.79%
of Parish


