
The Third Sunday of Advent is Gaudete 
Sunday and reminds us of the joy that the 
world experienced at the birth of Jesus. We 
feel the joy of having reached the midpoint 
of Advent.  You have spent additional time 
in prayer, your world has slowed down, and 
you have decided to wait to decorate for 
Christmas until December 23. Whom are 
we fooling?  Joseph was tempted to divorce 
Mary quietly, yet the angel convinced him to 
receive Mary in his home.  John the Baptist 
sends his disciples to check out Jesus, “Is he 
the one or do we look for another?”  Were 
there other prophets at the time and Jesus 
was just blending in?  Jesus responds by 
telling John’s disciples to report on “what” 
they heard and saw. How do you suppose 
the disciples felt?  Were they confused, 
challenged, and made to wonder?  
“What” is it that Jesus tells John’s 
disciples to report to John?  Who are the blind 
today- the lame, the lepers, the deaf, the 
dead and the poor?  Why should we rejoice 
when guns are shot, bombs explode, 
children are still trafficked, immigrants 
are forced to return to their homeland?  
Why sit in Advent and reflect on how we 
can, “Beat our swords into plowshares, 
our spears into pruning hooks?” Now we 
are instructed to be patient.  Sure, my heart 
is firm- firm with deceit, lack of trust, fear, 
presumption, firm with the law of the Lord. 
Have we become blind, lame, lepers, deaf, 
dead or poor of spirit?  Do you not feel like 
crying out, "Lord, come and save us?"

Oh, come oh come Emmanuel!  Advent is 
a time to replenish our soul, yes, to take 
time in prayer, slow down some and let 
Christmas come.   We revel in the joy of 
music, lights, gifts, people and the whole 
feeling of the season.  Advent can meld 
into Christmas without the stress and 
wearisomeness that we can let get us 
down, bah humbug.   Peace, joy, love, and 
readiness can flavor all we do during these 
next few weeks.  Our attitudes can be 
tuned into seeing and believing. We can be 
surprised at what we encounter, how we 
can wait, and how our eyes, ears, hearts 
can experience joy and gladness, with 
sorrow and mourning fleeing!  We know the 
judge is standing before the gate and we 
pray the gate does not open quite yet.  
However, quite yet may mean we are 
ready and we want to ready others with 
our examples of faith, hope, endurance, 
and patience.  Oh, what simplicity we 
learn, oh what humbling lives bring joy!  
Glad tidings we hear, will you prepare the 
way for the Lord?
Join us Sunday, December 11, at the 4:00pm 
Mass as we honor Our Lady of Guadalupe 
along with the Third Sunday of Advent.  
Mariachi, tamales, greetings and songs will 
fill our space from when you enter until you 
leave.  On Monday, December 12, Samaritan 
Ministries invites you to an open house 
where a light breakfast and a wholesome 
lunch will be served. Totino-Grace High 
School students will be here to warmly 

greet you, and at 7:00pm we host the Totino-
Grace Holiday Concert.  Friday, December 16, 
brings our choir-in residence, From Age to 
Age in concert.
As we skip and slip along to Christmas, 
hum a few carols, sip a few teas and relish 
in the feasts that abound.  We rejoice today 
because we find hope, yes, our world can 
be different, and my experience can make 
me see the best of what there is to see. 
God bless you all on this journey!  May we 
see, hear, and understand differently what 
situations bring to us and find a way to hope 
and healing.  May our Advent rose color soak 
into our hearts and tickle our lives to laugh 
and smile.  May our “what” be that of joy!  
Lord, come and save us!
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READ THE POST-SYNODAL 
PASTORAL LETTER; YOU WILL 
BE MY WITNESS
Archbishop Hebda requests all members of the 
Archdiocese to “Please read the Pastoral Letter 
and take it to prayer! Share the letter and discuss 
it with your pastors, your family and your fellow 
parishioners and friends! And then be open to 
the great surprises God has in store for us as 
we continue to walk, pray, listen and discern 
together.” To read the Pastoral Letter, go to 
archspm.org/synodletter or scan this QR code. 
The Archbishop’s video introducing 
the Pastoral Letter is also available 
at saintolaf.org and scroll down to 
News & Announcements on the 
main page.
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EVENTS & OTHER INFORMATION

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
December 11, 3rd Sunday of Advent: Is 35:1-6a, 10, Ps 146, 

Jas 5:7-10, Mt 11:2-11
December 18, 4th Sunday of Advent: Is 7:10-14, Ps 24, Rom 1:1-7, 

Mt 1:18-24
WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON MCN CH 6
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am. Saint 
Olaf also live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00Noon Mass and our 
Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live.

SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
All are invited to the Saint Olaf Holiday Open House on Monday, 
December 12 from 7:30am - 3:00pm in the Forliti Gathering Room. There 
will be festive food and refreshments, activities, and music provided 
throughout the day by Totino-Grace Catholic High School. Stop by after 
7:00am Mass for a cup of coffee to start the day, or after the Noon Mass 
for lunch. All are welcome and there’s no charge!
38TH ANNUAL HOMELESS MEMORIAL MARCH 
AND SERVICE, DECEMBER 15
Thursday, December 15, 5:00PM to 7:00PM
5:00PM: Vigil and Silent March - March route begins and ends at 
Plymouth Congregational Church, 1900 Nicollet Ave S., Minneapolis, 
looping through Loring Park. 
6:00PM: Service of Remembrance - Service will also be livestreamed on 
facebook.com/simpsonhousing. Stay at Plymouth Congregational 
Church after the service for coffee, hot cocoa, and cookies.
FROM AGE TO AGE CHORAL ENSEMBLE CONCERT, 
DECEMBER 16 - 7:00pm
From Age to Age (FATA) is our choir-in-residence here at Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church. On December 16, FATA will present an eclectic program 
of choral music entitled Friendship Endures that highlights the 
ensemble’s work together in the 2022-23 season and will feature music 
by Ukrainian composers as well as contemporary composers. Please join 
us for this concert and thank you for being a part of our community. To 
read more about this distinguished ensemble, visit fromagetoage.org. 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER AND ENVIRONMENT DONATION
Remember a loved one, living or deceased, with a gift towards flowers 
and environment at Saint Olaf. Suggested offering is $20. Forms are 
available in the acrylic holders at the church entrances. Place completed 
form and donation in the collection basket or bring to the parish 
reception desk in Forliti Foyer by December 19.

PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL
Your gifts shared as you Pray–Serve–Share are acts of Intentional 
Discipleship. What will you do with the gifts you have been given? 
Please review, renew, and respond by turning in your Stewardship 
Intention Card or completing it online at SaintOlaf.org/AnnualRenewal. 
Additional forms are available in the acrylic stands at the Church 
entrances.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• We support Facemasks. Wearing one is optional.
• Hand sanitizer is available
• If you are sick, please stay home

Building closes at 5:30pm Monday - Friday | Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-
Thursday | Chapel is open for private prayer from Monday – Friday, 7:30am – 5:30pm
+ Livestreamed

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS+
12:00 PM MASS
  2:30 PM BOOK CLUB - FORLITI GATHERING ROOM
  3:00 PM SONGS TO MARY/LAS MAÑANITAS -MAIN CHURCH
  4:00 PM MASS
  5:00 PM OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE HOSPITALITY

-FORLITI GATHERING ROOM

MONDAY, DECEMBER 12
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
12:00 PM MASS+
12:00 PM AA MEETING - EDUCATION ROOM 
  7:00 PM TOTINO-GRACE HOLIDAY CONCERT - MAIN CHURCH

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
 12:30 PM CONFESSIONS 
  6:30 PM SEASONAL CHOIR REHEARSAL

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:00 AM AA MEETING - EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS+
  6:30 PM SAINT OLAF PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
  7:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS +
  5:00 PM 38TH ANNUAL HOMELESS MEMORIAL MARCH & SERVICE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
PARISH OFFICES CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS - CHAPEL
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS+
  7:00 PM FROM AGE TO AGE CONCERT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM-2:30PM - EXTENDED CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY - CHAPEL
  4:00 PM VIGIL MASS

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #22
CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Nov 21 - 28 $16,973 $31,625 -$14,652
YTD through Week #22 $470,840 $448,849 $21,991
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP 

WEEK #2
PLEDGED RESPONDENTS % OF PARISH
$266,836 130 11.68%

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf.




