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REJOICE ALWAYS!  
by  Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

Rejoice always. Pray without ceasing. In all 
circumstances give thanks, for this is the will 
of God for you in Christ Jesus.   
                 
-1 Thes 5: 16-18
My Uncle Pat passed away last year, the last 
surviving sibling of my mother’s family. In 
the cold of December, relatives and friends 
converged in Hibbing for the funeral, which 
happened to occur in the third week of 
Advent. As I sat in the church, preparing my 
last thoughts for the eulogy of my favorite 
uncle, I glanced over at the Advent candle, 
with that rose-colored candle lit. Joy. How 
absolutely fitting to celebrate this man’s life 
during the third week of Advent, for of all of 
my relatives, Uncle Pat was the epitome of 
joy. This was a man who lived larger than 
life, quick with a smile, a joke, a hug, or a 
helping hand. Uncle Pat understood the 
importance of finding balance in life. He 
worked hard and played even harder. He 
was industrious, managing to find success 
in a variety of industries and carried clients 
over from one business to another. Life was 
not always rosy, and whose is, but he rarely 
showed the pain– he just stepped up and 
into life, living it as fully as he could.
Uncle Pat’s zest for life was contagious, 
who wouldn’t want to join in the fun? 

Whether it was sweeping one of us cousins 
out on the dance floor at a family party, 
bestowing fanciful nicknames on all who 
entered his circle, pulling a prank on a friend 
and laughing even harder when the joke 
was on him, Uncle Pat knew how to engage 
with people. He made people feel special, 
that they belonged and accomplished this 
spirit of hospitality with his effervescent 
joy. I know from now on, every third week of 
Advent I will remember and honor my Uncle 
Pat for showing me how to live with joy.
We all know someone who can walk into a 
room and light up our lives. What a special 
gift it is when we receive that welcoming 
joy. We certainly could use some bubbles 
of happiness after this pandemic-crazed 
year. So many have struggled with the 
loneliness of shutting ourselves off from 
one another. Many people have shared that 
they desperately want to shrug off all of 
the news of the day and reach out and hold 
close the family and friends that they have 
not been able to touch for months. The joy 
we find in one another has not gone away, 
it resides in our hearts with memories that 
can bless us again and again. 
The first two weeks of Advent have already 
passed and hopefully, we have been able 
to spend our time emptying ourselves of 

the busyness of daily life, slowing down 
the pace, and listening for God’s voice as 
we prepare our hearts. We pause in the 
third week to remind us of that impending 
joy and celebration as we know that very 
soon, the Virgin Mary will give birth to the 
greatest gift of all, Jesus Christ.
We can add the sprinkle of joy by taking 
a walk with those great memories of 
family, friends, and celebrations of years 
gone by. We can reach out to our friends 
and relatives with a phone call, a card, an 
email, that begins with “I fondly remember 
when…”. We can reach out to offer prayer 
for all those we love who we cannot be 
near, for those who suffer that they may be 
lifted up and find support, and that we may 
all find peace. We can reach out to provide a 
kindness to another, a gesture large or small 
that we know will make a difference. We 
have all been richly blessed and sharing our 
gifts with others can bring insurmountable 
joy to the recipient as well as to you, the 
giver. Lastly, we need to save some love for 
ourselves, to care for ourselves in these final 
days of Advent to take a break, take a walk, 
read a book, make some Christmas cookies, 
watch a favorite movie, and discover that 
joy inside ourselves. Happy Third Week of 
Advent – Rejoice Always!
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
December 13: Is 61: 1-2A, 10-11, Lk 1, 1 Thes 5: 16-24, Jn 1: 6-8, 19-28
December 20: 2 Sm 7: 1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16, Ps 89, Rom 16: 25-27, Lk 1: 26-38

DECEMBER ORGAN RECITAL  
Due to the current circumstances of the pandemic, we are 
sad to announce that the organ recital on December 16 
will be cancelled. We hope to welcome Mr. Varona to Saint 
Olaf again in 2021.

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 
6 on Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and re-played on Mondays 
at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
AND our Sunday 10:00am Mass. YouTube link: youtube.com/
user/SaintOlafChurch/live.
Facebook Search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church, 
Downtown Minneapolis, Saint Olaf also archives all of our 
Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

CHRISTMAS (NATIVITY OF THE LORD)
A Holy Day but not of Obligation this year due to 
COVID-19. The 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass will be 
livestreamed on our YouTube Channel and Facebook page 
and broadcast on MCN Cable Ch. 6 at 12:00 a.m. (Midnight) 
and 10:00 am on Christmas Day.
Thursday, December 24 – No 7:00 a.m. or 12:00 noon Mass
2:00 p.m. (1:50 p.m. prelude) Cantor
4:00 p.m. (3:30 p.m. prelude) Small Ensemble
  * Livestreamed on our YouTube Channel and Facebook page
6:00 p.m. (5:50 p.m. prelude) Cantor 
12 Midnight with incense (11:30 p.m. prelude) Small Ensemble
Friday, December 25  
6:00 a.m. (no music)
8:00 a.m. (7:50 a.m. prelude) Cantor
10:00 a.m. with incense (9:40 a.m. prelude) Small Ensemble
   * Livestreamed on our YouTube Channel and Facebook page
12:00 noon (11:40 a.m. prelude) Small Ensemble
4:00 p.m. (3:50 p.m. prelude) Cantor

SAMARITAN MINISTRY AND GIVING TREE
Our very urgent needs are highlighted in the annual 
Samaritan Ministry Giving Tree now on full display under 
the skylight at the 8th Street entrance. Thank you in 
advance for your generous support!
USHER VOLUNTEER HELPERS
We are trying to make sure we fit as many people in the 
lower part of the church as possible, so we are looking 
for people to help escort people to the pews to make 
sure we get maximum use of each pew. If you are willing 
to do this, please contact Fr. Mike Krenik (612-767-
6209 or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org) for training.  

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #22

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
We have returned to our regular Mass schedule. Please 
be patient with us as we maneuver a new way of 
existing. 
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before 

Mass starts (allow us to clean the Church between 
Masses)

• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 
Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street

• Hand sanitizer is available

• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13   
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16    
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 17   
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
11:00 AM ADORATION
12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM EXTENDED  
CONFESSIONS UNTIL 3:30
  4:00 PM MASS

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Nov 23-29 $22,474 $40,000 -$17,526

YTD through
Week #22 $384,908 $421,191 -$36,283

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week 4

$467,727
Pledged

236
Respondents

21.20%
of Parish


