
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
DECEMBER 15, 2019

colder they will live happily.  Glad tidings and 
comfort is the season you know, your gift will be 
treasured as one walks in the snow.  Samaritan 
Ministries with hats, mittens and gloves all 
aglow, distribute your gifts with a hearty ho 
ho.  We thank as always for your generosity in 
a time when the need is certainly an atrocity.  
Good hearts and great love is what will change 
our world, let us spread some today and send 

all hate in a whirl.  Keep smiling, 
keep giving and keep greeting 
so jolly, the third week of Advent 
is here by golly.

Twas the Third Sunday of 
Advent and what do you know, 
the Stewardship Intent cards 
have come in kind of slow.  We 
are grateful for those who have 
responded so timely, we ask 
that you consider your pledge 
very kindly.  The bills come in 
kind and the collections we 
find cover the cost we incur 
without savings in mind.  We are 
grateful for all that you gift to us 

here, may God continue to bless us and bring us 
good cheer.  In this third week of Advent we are 
grateful indeed and look to the future where 
God will provide for our need.

Twas the Third Sunday of Advent and what 
had been closed, reopens today as the nursery 

Twas the Second Sunday of Advent and the 
news for the week mentioned a storm that 
would linger and the temperature would be 
bleak.  I sit here tonight wondering what I 
should write for the Third Sunday of Advent to 
make it look bright.  It is Gaudete Sunday, which 
means we rejoice; let us sing as we pray with 
a large heart and in voice.  We count down the 
days as a third candle is lit, Jesus proclaims to 
his friends John the Baptist is 
it.  “None greater than he will 
they ever know yet least in the 
kingdom will equal his show.”  
We are called to repentance 
and God’s graces will flow as we 
stop by St. Olaf this Thursday, 
making our sins white as snow.  
God calls us to be ready as his 
son’s birthday draws near and 
we await His return, no longer 
in fear.  Rejoice in your heart 
the freedom you feel, you have 
confessed all your sins now with 
a prayer you will kneel.  The third 
week of Advent will get us to see 
there is hope in our world that 
can free you and me.

Twas the Third Sunday of Advent and my gift 
tag is due; I have bought a warm jacket that 
I would wear too.  It will make one look great 
and warm they will be as the weather gets 

we are told. During Masses at 10:00 and 12:00 
noon it is said, children will be welcomed and 
greeted and no tears will be shed.  Come Lilly, 
come Joey, and come children we say, we will 
teach them to pray as we allow them to play.  
This Third Sunday of Advent brings a spirit of joy 
as we await our Savior and the darkness he will 
destroy.

Twas the Third Sunday of Advent of what would 
we see, a new star in the sky calling out to you 
and me.  We walk together, following the light, 
in hope that together we can make things all 
right.  We embrace one another in the days that 
unfold, recognizing the gift that in our heart we 
do hold.  Twas the Third Sunday of Advent we 
do have more time, to make ready the path for 
Jesus this time.

On baking, on decorating, on caroling we go, let 
us not forget we have yet a ways to go.  Advent 
invites us to pause each day and reflect, make 
some time for the Lord as the halls become 
decked.  Jesus invites us to sit and ponder the 
thought; Baby Jesus came into the world to 
save us, us all.  Twas the Third Sunday of Advent 
now we rejoice, the pink candle is lit and we go 
with a choice.  Will I choose in these days to be 
naughty or nice, when I know just ahead lies 
a taste of paradise.  Godspeed to us all as we 
kneel down and pray, may the Eucharist give us 
strength in our day.
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By Fr. Kevin Kenney

Twas the Third Week of Advent...



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS
Dec.15: Is 35:1-6; Ps 146; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
Dec.22: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24

SAINT OLAF FILIPINO COMMUNITY POTLUCK
Please join the Saint Olaf Filipino Community for a potluck after 
the noon Mass, on Sunday the 15th in Forliti Gathering Room.

WELCOMING HOSPITALITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
In an effort to expand our welcome, Saint Olaf is looking to add 
a few more hospitality-minded volunteers to greet members, 
guests, and visitors from around the world. Shifts are available 
throughout the week and on weekends. Responsibilities include: 
Enjoy meeting and greeting people, love to smile, being open to 
greeting all who come through the doors. Training and support will 
be provided. If interested, please contact Mary Kennedy, Parish 
Administrator, at 612-767-6204 or mkennedy@saintolaf.org.

THE ANNUAL GIVING TREES DRIVE 
supporting guests of Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry is underway. 
Stop by one of the trees near the 8th Street or Skyway entrance, 
select an ornament and return the gift this week. Thank you!

DISCOVER GREECE
Walking in the Footsteps of St. Paul with Fr. Kevin Kenney.  An 
informational meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 17th at 
12:30 pm.  Please join us here at St. Olaf to learn more about this 
pilgrimage.

SHHH… A BIRTHDAY PARTY 
is being planned for Fr. Kevin Kenney’s birthday.  It’ll take place on 
Saturday, December 28th starting at 6:00 PM in Fleming Hall.  All 
are invited. Let’s try to keep it a surprise for Fr. Kevin.  Mark your 
calendars.

.MASSES ADDED FOR THE ADVENT AND 
CHRISTMAS SEASONS
We have decided to enhance the Advent and Christmas Season 
at our parish community by offering a 5:15pm Mass on Tuesday 
and Thursday till January 12. It is our hope that many will take 
advantage of these Masses to make this a time of reflecting upon 
God’s graces. We will evaluate these masses at the end of the 
Christmas Season to determine whether we do this during the Lent 
and Easter Seasons as well, your feedback would be appreciated. 

FREE PARKING AT SAINT OLAF 
Saint Olaf surface parking lot on 8th St and 3rd Ave. 
Minneapolis Club Ramp – across from us on 8th Street. Saint 
Olaf has entered into an agreement with the Minneapolis Club for 
parking on Saturdays, Sundays, and Holy Days during Mass times.
10th Street surface lots and 2nd Ave. Saint Olaf has been extended 
a gift of free parking, but it is ONLY for the 10th St. and 2nd Ave. 
section of this lot and ONLY for weekend Mass. You must display a 
“St. Olaf” card on your dashboard. Cards are available at the Forliti 
Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

November 25- Dec 1 $12,559 $35,000 -$22,441

YTD through Week #22 $443,947 $531,789 -$87,851

Annual  Renewal 
Stewardship Week  4

$396,752 
pledged

211 
respondents

19.46% of parish

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #22

www.saintolaf.org • Page 2

EVENTS AND OTHER INFORMATION
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org/events

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
Additional Information at www.saintolaf.org

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14
  9:00 AM CENTERING PRAYER
10:00AM RCIA
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30 PM ROSARY 
 2:00 PM AFRICAN CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 4:00 PM MASS 
 7:00 PM CONCERT: FROM AGE TO AGE

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, DECEMBER 15
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS-NURSERY OPEN
12:00 PM MASS W/AFRICAN CHOIR-NURSERY OPEN 
  4:00 PM MASS
 5:00 PM DINNER W/EXODUS RESIDENTS 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16
  7:00 AM      MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM       SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY 
12:00 PM      MASS
12:00 PM       AA 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS 
 6:30 PM SEASONAL CHOIR REHEARSAL
  5:15 PM MASS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:00 AM AA
12:00 PM MASS
12:00 PM AA
  6:00 PM ALANON
 6:30 PM PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
  7:30 AM       SAMARITAN MINISTRY HOSPITALITY
12:00 PM MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30PM EXTENDED CONFESSIONS TILL 5:30PM
  5:15 PM MASS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20
OFFICE CLOSED ON FRIDAYS
  7:00 AM MASS/CONFESSIONS
10:00 AM KNITTING CLUB
12:00 PM MASS 
12:30 PM ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 


