
Joy, rest, exhaustion, fear, 
darkness, light, peace, good 
cheer, neighborly love, family 
gone, family together, not 
another gathering, oh by gosh 
by golly besides mistletoe and 
holly, we have COVID.  The 
cookies are half-gone already 
and presents sit under the 
tree. The eggnog is tasty, 
the fruitcake is fresh, hot 
chocolate is plentiful as the 
mulled-wine warms on the 
stove.  The smells and sounds 
of the season bring joy to the 
celebrations of Christmas, 
Holy Family, New Year’s and 
Mary, Mother of the Church.  
With the celebrations falling 
on the weekends, which are 
obligations, which are wants, 
which are nourishing, which 
can we attend?  So many 
choices, so many obligations, 
it is rather confusing, but 
why not attend all, masked 
and spaced, but loved and 
acknowledged?  Jesus came 
into the world in a humble 
cave surrounded by love and 
heavenly announcements.  
The visitors came from 
the fields and the animals 
celebrated with joy.  A king 
has been born in a humble 
manner after a challenging 
nine months of truth, telling, 
visiting, and sharing and now, 
a census and a journey.  Oh, 
Bethlehem, the least of them 
all, opens to the world a great 
light, a wondrous love, a long 
awaited messiah. What will 
this child be?  Will Jesus be 
welcomed in our lives, our 
homes, our communities, 

and our world?  We sing, we 
celebrate, we gather,  we share, 
keep the trees lit, the love 
flowing and the poinsettias 
watered as needed.  Cards 
are still arriving, greetings are 
still to be had, and maybe this 
year I too will fling open the 
window and ask, “What day 
is it today?”  “Christmas Day, 
Sir and a greeting to you.”  Our 
hearts are heavy, our hearts 
are joyful, and the mixed 
emotions of this time clutter 
our lives.   May the light of 
Jesus Christ break through the 
darkness and renew us in life.
Today’s celebration of the 
Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, 
and Joseph comes on the 
shirttails of Christmas.  The 
reality of family life surfaces 
as Hannah praying for years 
for a child, in her elder age 
conceives, and bears a son, 
Samuel.  At his time of 
weaning, Hannah brings him 
to the temple and leaves him 
as an offering of a perpetual 
nazirite.  Paul reminds us to 
love one another, forgive one 
another, be patient with one 
another, and “let the word of 
God dwell in you richly.”  We 
hear of Jesus being separated 
from his parents, on his 
account by staying in the 
temple and listening to and 
teaching the teachers.  His 
interaction with Mary and 
Joseph is priceless.  What do 
you bring with you for the 
Lord?  What gift will you leave 
for Jesus? (Hopefully, it will 
not be your child as Hannah 
left Samuel.) Prayer, love, 
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forgiveness, thanksgiving, 
and hope are all gifts we 
can receive.  Families can be 
challenging and a blessing.  
I buried a cousin this past 
week at the young age of 55.  
Life is short; we can enjoy 
each other, even amidst the 
challenges of today.  Pray 
for family life, pray for the 
gift of healing, reconciliation, 
and peaceful hearts for all 
families in our world today.  
As we near year-end, 
what are the blessings you 
have received this past 
year?  Reflect on how Jesus 
was made known to you.  
Challenged but blessed, 
we have come to the end 

of another year.  What will 
2022 hold for us? What 
will you make of the New 
Year?  May God’s blessings 
be imparted to you, your 
families and all who enter 
the doors of Saint Olaf as 
well as all who walk by our 
building.  May you find joy in 
all your celebrations, peace 
in your hearts and a love for 
Jesus beyond all telling!  May 
the peace of Jesus Christ 
reside in your hearts!  A joy-
filled Merry Christmas, a 
peace-filled New Year, and a 
huge thank you for your love 
and support of our Saint Olaf 
Community. 



READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS  
December 26: 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28, Ps 84, 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24, Lk 2:41-52 
January 2: Is: 60:1-6, Ps 72, Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2:1-12
WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00am.
DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf live streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass 
and our Sunday 10:00am Mass on YouTube: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live. On Facebook, search for and like: Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church, Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives 
all of our Masses on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.
PARTICIPATE IN THE ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
The New Year begins, but there is still time to complete and turn in 
your Stewardship Intention Card and inform us how your household 
is Called to Serve in 2022.  There are additional forms in the acrylic 
stands at the Church entrances or complete your form online, www.
SaintOlaf.org/renewal.     
IN MEMORIAM
Norman Krogan, former Parishioner and subject of last week’s bulletin 
article on the Lower Chapel Altar Cross, passed away Monday, December 
13, 2021.  If you missed the article, visit www.SaintOlaf.org /media and 
click on the Bulletin for December 19, 2021. The joy we felt with the return 
of the cross was surpassed by Norman’s welcome home to Jesus Christ.
END OF YEAR GIVING REMINDER
Saint Olaf is grateful for all of your support received throughout the year 
in the form of your prayers, service, and financial gifts.  We would like to 
remind you that all donations per IRS rules must be received, postmarked, 
and completed by December 31, 2021 to be considered a 2021 gift.  This 
applies to checks, cash, credit card or ACH transactions. Saint Olaf’s office 
will be closed on Friday, December 31 as we celebrate the New Year holiday.
GIVING APPRECIATED STOCK NOW - REMINDER FROM 
OUR PARTNER, CATHOLIC COMMUNITY FOUNDATION.
For many of us, year-end giving is part of our seasonal routine: As 
Christmas approaches, we send gifts to our favorite people and 
donations to our favorite nonprofits. We think the end of the year is 
the best time to give to charity.  Many people grab their checkbooks 
when they want to support their parish or favorite causes. But 
it may be time to consider a smarter way of giving. By donating 
appreciated assets, such as stock you’ve held for more than a year, 
you can grow your giving capacity.  Giving long-term appreciated 
stock — stock that you’ve held for more than one year — to charity 
is a smart way to give for three reasons:

1. When the market is strong, the value of your gift is higher. 
Simply put, you have more to give.

2. You can give up to 30% more by avoiding capital gains tax 
on stock when you gift it to a charity or donor advised fund. 
This is especially beneficial when the stock has experienced 
significant growth. 

3. You also receive an income tax deduction for the full value of 
the donation up to 30% of your adjusted gross income. Work 
with your tax advisor to determine further benefits.

A gift of stock can be designated for the Saint Olaf Endowment 
Fund, the Reserve Fund, or the General Fund – each of which 
provides essential support to the parish today and in the future. 
To learn more or to make a gift of stock to Saint Olaf, contact Mary 
Kennedy, 612-767-6204 or MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org.

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Hand sanitizer is available
• The wearing of masks is encouraged – please observe social distancing

Building closes at 3:30pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 
Chapel is open for prayer from 1-3:30pm.
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EVENTS AND
OTHER INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG/EVENTS

THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24 – CHRISTMAS EVE
NO 7:00AM OR 12:00PM MASS - PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
  4:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
  6:00 PM MASS
12:00 AM MASS WITH INCENSE (MIDNIGHT)
SATURDAY,  DECEMBER 25 – CHRISTMAS DAY
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS WITH INCENSE (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 26 – HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:00 PM MASS
  4:00 PM MASS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 27
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED, BUILDING CLOSES AFTER 12:00PM MASS
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:00 AM AA MEETING – EDUCATION ROOM
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS  (+LIVE STREAMED)

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS (+LIVE STREAMED)

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #24

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 6 - 12 $35,371 $45,000 -$9,629
YTD - Week #24 $505,286 $574,530 -$69,244

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week #3

PLEDGED RESPONDENTS  % OF PARISH

$351,004 177 16.34%


