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THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, 
MARY, AND JOSEPH

by  Fr. Kevin Kenney
Merry Christmas! I love the Christmas 
Season! When the world around us 
is moving on, we Catholics have just 
started our celebrations of the birth 
of Jesus Christ. We take this time to 
ponder and reflect in our lives what 
Christmas means to us. This year will 
be very different, but God will bestow 
on us grace in new and fulfilling ways. 
As we gather around the manger to 
visit Mary and Joseph and meet the 
new born king, let us tell stories of 
Christmases long ago and remember 
the shepherds who gathered with 
them, taking in every word.
     
Every Christmas in our house we 
were never allowed to decorate until 
Christmas Eve. We were always a 
Christmas Day family so we had all of 
Christmas Eve to decorate the house. 
Our tree arrived on top of the station 
wagon at whatever hour Dad arrived 
home. I am sure he was driving 
around from lot to lot trying to find 
the perfect tree from all the left overs 
and haggling with the salesperson for 
best price he could get. We’d bring 
up the boxes from the basement 
and begin to make the house look 
like Christmas. The tree was the last 
to be decorated because Dad had to 
place the lights properly tucked into 
the tree.
    
In my younger years we would pile 
into the station wagon, that smelled 
of fresh pine, and attend Christmas 
Midnight Mass at the Poor Clare 
Monastery in Bloomington. On the 
way home, I was always looking 
skyward to see where the star of 
Bethlehem was shining. When I 
was old enough I would always 
volunteer to serve Midnight Mass 
at Annunciation Church. I was the 
only one from the family who would 
attend Midnight Mass, so I must 
have walked to Church and home, in 
the wonder of Christmas night, still 
searching for the Christmas star as I 
do today. 
     
Christmas Day was always 
something! We’d get up and open 
presents, go to Church if we had not 
gone to midnight Mass, and then have 
breakfast. The kitchen was occupied 

all day by my Dad who always cooked 
the Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter meals. My Dad blamed me for 
this since I was born a few days after 
Christmas and Mom could not lift the 
turkey into the sink that Christmas. 
(When I was older, I reminded Dad it 
wasn’t my fault.) After our Christmas 
meal, which usually included 
Grandma and Grandpa Casey, we’d go 
to Grandma Kenney’s house where all 
the Kenney’s would gather and we’d 
sing Christmas carols. There were 
always a ton of cousins around so it 
made for a fun evening. The rest of 
the Christmas season was relaxed 
and fun. We celebrated at least 
until January 7th, Grandpa Casey’s 
birthday. Oh, what memories.
     
Our readings today focus on family 
life and honoring both father and 
mother. From Sirach we hear that 
honoring one’s father atones for 
sins and preserves one from sin. 
“Whoever reveres his father will live 
a long life; he who obeys his father 
brings comfort to his mother.” Family 
life is so important and sometimes 
we don’t appreciate it until later in life.
    
Joseph and Mary brought Jesus to 
Jerusalem to present him according 
to custom. What a blessing it must 
have been for Simeon and Anna to 
receive the child Jesus. Take a walk 
by the manger today and look upon 
Jesus. Jesus has been and will be, “the 
fall and rise of many.” Thank Jesus 
for the gift of your family, both your 
biological family and your Church 
family. Say a prayer asking Jesus to 
bless all who gaze upon Him, that 
they may find the peace of Christ in 
their hearts.

Let us continue to pray for the 
healing of our world, our nation, our 
communities and our families. May 
our hearts be touched this Christmas 
season, may we continue to sing our 
Christmas carols, and may you see 
the Christmas star shining in the 
night sky, calling you to Bethlehem to 
see the new born King. Peace, hope 
and joy to you and our family this 
blessed Christmas season and New 
Year ahead.
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OTHER INFORMATION
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THIS WEEK’S SCHEDULE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AT SAINTOLAF.ORG

READINGS FOR SUNDAY MASS 
December 27: Sir 3: 2-6, 12-14, Ps 128, Col 3: 12-21, Lk 2: 22-40
January 1: Solemnity of Mary:  NM 6:22-27, GAL 4:4-7, LK 2:16-21 
January 3: Is 60: 1-6, Ps 72, Eph 3: 2-3a, 5-6, Mt 2: 1-12

WATCH SAINT OLAF SUNDAY MASS ON CABLE TV
Watch our Sunday 10:00 am Mass on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 on 
Sunday evenings at 8:00 pm and replayed on Mondays at 10:00 am.

DAILY MASS LIVE STREAM
Saint Olaf Live Streams our Monday-Friday 12:00noon Mass AND 
our Sunday 10:00am Mass YouTube link: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live.
Facebook Search for and like: Saint Olaf Catholic Church, 
Downtown Minneapolis. Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses 
on the website, www.SaintOlaf.org/media.

VIRTUAL CHOIR
Choir members from four different Saint Olaf ensembles have 
made a special virtual choir video for Christmas. It was released on 
Christmas Eve and played at Mass on Christmas. To view this holiday 
treat from our music ministry, visit our website, at www.saintolaf.org 
or find it on our Youtube channel and Facebook.
 
ANNUAL STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL PERIOD ENDING- 
DID WE HEAR FROM YOU?
We are grateful for all who have responded to Saint Olaf’s 
Annual Stewardship Renewal for 2021. Before we close out the 
Annual Stewardship Renewal period we would like to take this 
final opportunity to ask those who have not yet completed a 
Stewardship Intention Card for this calendar year to prayerfully 
consider how you may be called to support Saint Olaf in 2021. 
Responding with your Annual Stewardship Intention for 2021 
helps us plan our annual budget and allocate our resources as good 
stewards of your gifts. We have responses from just under 25% 
of our parish households and would like to have that number be 
significantly closer to 100% participation. We need YOU!
2020 has been a difficult year for all of us, but Saint Olaf has 
worked hard to keep our doors open, our building clean and 
safe, provide quality sacraments – both live and livestreamed 
or broadcast, and serve the needs of the homeless and at risk 
in downtown Minneapolis. We cannot do this without YOU, our 
Parishioners, Associate Parishioners, and supportive guests. 
Please take the time to review how you may be able to assist Saint 
Olaf with our mission.  Complete your 2021 Annual Stewardship 
Intention online at www.SaintOlaf.org/Give, or with the Annual 
Stewardship Intention Card you received in your home. There 
are additional Stewardship Intention Cards in the acrylic displays 
at the entrances to the church. If you have questions about our 
Annual Stewardship Renewal, please contact Mary Kennedy, Parish 
Administrator for Saint Olaf, at MKennedy@SaintOlaf.org or at 
612-767-6204 during office hours.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR ALL WHO ARE 
STRICKEN BY THE CORONAVIRUS
that God’s healing hand will stretch out over the world and awaken 
within us God’s love and healing. Thanks for your prayers!

ANNUAL BUDGET AS OF WEEK #24

END OF YEAR GIVING

Thank you for your continued support of Saint Olaf. 

WELCOME HOME
Please be attentive to the following:

• If you are sick, please stay home
• Please arrive no earlier than 15 minutes before Mass 

starts (allow us to clean the Church between Masses)
• Please enter through the Parking Lot doors or the 

Handicapped Door off of Eighth Street
• Hand sanitizer is available
• Please wear a mask and observe social distancing

Building closes at 1:00pm Monday - Friday until further notice.
Offices are open until 4:30pm Monday-Thursday 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27   
  6:00 AM MASS
  8:00 AM MASS
10:00 AM MASS
12:00 PM MASS 
  4:00 PM MASS

MONDAY, DECEMBER 28
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
    
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 29
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 30   
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 31 
  7:00 AM MASS
  7:30 AM CONFESSIONS
12:00 PM MASS
  5:15 PM VIGIL MASS
                       SOLEMNITY OF MARY

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1
NO 7:00 AM MASS OR CONFESSIONS 
TODAY, OFFICE CLOSED FOR THE HOLY 
DAY - SOLEMNITY OF MARY
10:00 AM MASS *LIVESTREAMED

12:00 PM MASS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 2
12:00 PM MASS
12:30 PM CONFESSIONS
  4:00 PM MASS

CONTRIBUTIONS ACTUAL BUDGET DIFFERENCE

Dec 7 - 13 $36, 891 $42,134 -$5,243

YTD through
Week #24 $505,315 $505,459 -$144

Annual Stewardship
Renewal Week 6

$543,339
Pledged

271
Respondents

24.35%
of Parish

Thank you for your support of time, talent and financial gifts you 
have shared with Saint Olaf. We would like to remind you that 
all donations per IRS rules must be received, postmarked and 
completed by December 31, 2020 to be considered a 2020 gift. This 
applies to checks, cash, credit card or ACH transactions. For those 
who would like to make a qualified charitable distribution from 
an IRA or stock gift for 2020 see your account representative for 
details.


