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It is difficult to predict what September 
will be when we cannot guarantee what 
next week will bring. Writing now for 
September is like writing for a distant 
future where only the imagination 
can produce what tomorrow may be. 
COVID-19 has challenged our lives, as 
Minneapolis has become an epicenter 
of social change. COVID-19 and George 
Floyd’s death have awakened us to 
a reality of our own vulnerabilities 
and the social injustices that call for 
transformation and a new awareness of 
living. To whom do we look to transform 
our world? Whom do we trust to know 
what is real? God is the one to whom we 
need to return, to God be the glory to 
deliver us from all evil. Have we strayed 
too far? Have we over built our own 
confidence? Have we left God behind as 
a world, a nation, a city, a community, 
a family? One cannot help but think, 
what has happened and where are we 
heading?

I want to be positive, I want to see 
life but when the streets are empty, 
buildings still boarded up throughout 
the cities, restaurants sitting void of 
customers, it is difficult to conjure up 
a vibrant Minneapolis and Saint Paul 
that once was. We will be heading into 
elections, possible police reforms and 
rebuilding of our beautiful cities that 
were once the pride of the region. It all 

begins with “me”, how I look at what 
has happened, and do I take seriously 
the need to transform my life. Once 
each of us has answered the questions 
ourselves, we can bring the questions to 
the forefront and ask those who want to 
lead, those who want change, and those 
who want to see a vibrant life again in 
the Twin Cities. 

As November approaches and the 
elections beckon, we need to form our 
consciences as Catholics and Christians 
as to how we are to vote. There are 
many good resources available and it is 
our responsibility to be faithful citizens 
as we respect the dignity of each person, 
focus on the common good and have 
responsibility to form our consciences 
and participate in the civil life of this 
nation. We need to be aware of and true 
to the teachings of the Church. To be 
well grounded in the faith one can read 
scripture, the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church, the teachings of the Holy See, 
and the statements from our bishops. 
We need to be well informed about the 
issues that are affected by the election. 
Getting to know those running for office 
and all your representatives is important 
because they are representing you 
and their entire constituency, not just 
themselves. It is also helpful to engage 
in reasoned, compassionate, and loving 
dialogue with others about the issues 

and choices we are facing as a nation. 
Think about what it means to be a 
Catholic/Christian in the United States 
and how we stand together with others 
as “one nation under God.” It is our duty 
and responsibility to vote so make sure 
you are forming your conscience as 
a faithful citizen. You can go to www.
usccb.org or faithfulcitizenship.org for 
more information.

We can guarantee in these months 
ahead that the leaves will change and 
fall from the trees, the weather will 
become cooler, and rainfall will increase. 
Our daylight will fade as nighttime 
grows longer. Sweaters and sweatshirts 
appear once again, will they still fit or 
hide COVID-19 pounds. Will schools 
resume or will there be distant learning? 
There are still so many unknowns as we 
live into the months ahead. Thank you 
for your confidence in Saint Olaf and 
supporting us as you do. We will keep 
our doors open and provide a space for 
people to come and pray. It is essential 
that we have a place where people can 
encounter solace, peace, and be blessed. 
We will continue to offer Mass as long 
as we can maintain a safe and clean 
environment. May God bless you, your 
families and all of us as we write what 
will be known as history in the months 
ahead.

by Fr. Kevin Kenney
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RCIA INVITATION
Are you interested in joining the Catholic Church? Have 
you not completed the initiation sacraments of Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist? Have you never been 
baptized? Then the RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults) is for you.  

This fall we will be hosting informational classes about 
the Catholic Church. Actual beginning date is still to be 
determined, although we normally meet on Saturday 
mornings. Fr. David Haschka, SJ will be the main 
presenter of these classes, while Fr. Michael Krenik 
will be the point person from Saint Olaf to facilitate the 
process. Due to COVID-19, we may be doing classes via 
Zoom meetings but a decision will be made about this 
closer to when classes actually begin.

Anyone who is interested in becoming Catholic, either 
from another faith tradition or who has never been 
baptized, is welcome to attend. We also welcome those 
who need to complete their full initiation into the Catholic 
Church. We ask that you contact Fr. Michael Krenik (612-
767-6209) or frmkrenik@saintolaf.org to register and 
provide an initial intake interview.  

We at times need parishioners to serve as sponsors, 
willing to walk with the candidates, through the RCIA 
process. If you are interested in being a sponsor to an 
RCIA candidate, please contact Fr. Michael Krenik.

PARISHIONER NEWS
1ST COMMUNION - JUNE 26
Delayed from April
Josephine Jane Basi
Vivianne Jeanne Basi
Kobimdi Jayden Nwankiti
Nolan John Radtke
Norah Anna Rose Radtke

RCIA
Delayed from Easter Vigil
Catechumen: 
Andrew Gilbert – July 25
Candidates: 
Paul Adelaide, Matthew Jordan –July 25
Confirmand: 
Maria Benito – July 25

MARRIAGES
Trenton J Egan & Kate A Schoenborn June 20
Andrew D Savarin & Maria Osanna Gallardo July 18

BAPTISMS
Cedillo Tenango, Isaias June 27
Olivia Vera Nowak July 5
Brecken Joseph Kozlak July 16
Analeigh Marie Kelm July 19

FUNERALS
Sally Ann Thompson May 28
John Bushonville May 16
Clement T Duffy May 30
Mary Etta Arthur June 25
Remediana “Remy” D’Souza July 2
Royce Wesley Sloan July 5
Fernando Mejia July 11
Peggie E Parks July 14
Jacob “Jake” Peterson July 31

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION FOR YOUTH
Saint Olaf is pleased to support parents in their role as primary educators of their children in the ways of 
faith. This is especially true concerning preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Eucharist (2nd 
grade) and Confirmation (high school). If you have school-age children ready for sacramental preparation, 
please contact Michael Griffin at 612-767-7632 or mgriffin@saintolaf.org. This past year we did not 
let the pandemic keep us from offering Zoom conference calls as part of the preparation and five of our 
children celebrated their first Eucharist in July!
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CIVILIZE IT!
A DIVIDED COUNTRY. FIGHTS AT THE DINNER TABLE. POLITICAL VITRIOL. 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO LOVE OUR NEIGHBORS IN THE MIDST OF SUCH A CLIMATE?

I PLEDGE:

As Catholics, we have a long tradition of engagement in the political process as a means of putting our faith into 
action. We are called to bring the best of ourselves and our faith to the public square—and yet today, many shy away 
from such involvement because our national and local conversations are filled with vitriol and harsh language, often 
directed at people themselves.  

When personal attacks replace honest debate, no one wins. This kind of attack, no matter the reason, only serves 
to further divide our communities.  As Catholics, we must model a better way. We invite you to join the Civilize It 
campaign by taking the pledge below as a way to promote civility, love our neighbors, and build community. 

Civilize It is about making room in your heart for those with whom you disagree. We are called to recognize that each 
one of us is a beloved child of God and to respond in love to that reality. Civilize It is a non-partisan call to focus on the 
dignity of all people, even when we disagree, and to put faith in action by bearing witness to a better way forward. 

Take the pledge below as an individual, family, or community. Anyone and everyone can commit together to honoring 
human dignity through civil conversation. 

1. Civility
To recognize the human dignity of those with whom I disagree, treat others with respect, and rise above attacks 
when directed at me.
 
2. Clarity
To root my political viewpoints in the Gospel and a well formed conscience, which involves prayer, conversation, 
study and listening. I will stand up for my convictions and speak out when I witness language that disparages others’ 
dignity, while also listening and seeking to understand others’ experiences. 
 
3. Compassion
To encounter others with a tone and posture which affirms that I honor the dignity of others and invites others to do 
the same. I will presume others’ best intentions and listen to their stories with empathy.  I will strive to understand 
before seeking to be understood. 

For more information or to add you name to the list of others taking the pledge, go to:
www.wearesaltandlight.org/civilize-it or mncatholic.org/resources/election/ 

We Are Salt and Light-A Project of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops
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“ACTIVE PARTICIPATION” WITH A MASK 
By Joel Anderson, Director of Music

How can we express our faith 
through music at this time 
when congregational singing is 
discouraged? Pastoral musicians 
frequently use the phrase “active 
participation”, which comes from 
the Church documents following 
Vatican II. The fuller phrase is to 
promote “full, conscious, and active 
participation,” and refers to all 
aspects of the liturgy - greetings, 
responses, bodily posture, music 
and singing, and so on. While “active 
participation” is often referred to 
in music ministry to promote and 
encourage congregational singing, 
it can also mean active listening, 

and internalizing what is heard - a 
dimension that we are being forced 
to examine in further depth during 
this time of pandemic. Although 
adapting can be challenging, it can 
also be rewarding if considered 
through an optimistic lens. At times, 
being forced to think outside the 
box can even push us to do our 
best. One way to actively internalize 
liturgical music during this time is by 
examining the text, and reflecting on 
how it interacts with the melody.

Occasionally when we are singing in 
church, we don’t have 100% of our 
attention focused on the text. We 

may be paying attention to pitch, 
rhythm, tone, or a myriad of other 
processes when we’re singing; or 
simple distractions might get in the 
way. It can be easy to put the text 
on the back burner of the mind and 
proclaim it by rote, especially if it’s 
familiar and one we’ve sung many 
times before. In any case, it can be 
very easy to miss things in the text, 
particularly any deeper layers of 
meaning.

One silver lining during this time of no 
congregational singing is that it can 
present an opportunity for everyone 
to truly focus on the text, for both 
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very familiar songs and texts, and 
for new ones. If you are at home and 
singing along with the livestream or 
TV broadcast, or if you are in your pew, 
not singing (but hopefully humming 
along softly), devote some energy 
to reflect on the text, more than you 
normally would. Does it have a meter 
or a cadence to it? Is there a rhyme 
scheme, and if so, does it signify 
anything to you, or what words and 
phrases does it emphasize? Is there 
a scriptural connection? There should 
be for liturgical music! What is the 
theological impetus of the text, and 
what is it seeking to expound upon, 
clarify, or instruct on? How does the 
text relate to, or tie in with, the rest 
of the liturgy, readings, prayers, and 
other pieces of music?

In addition to the text, you can also 
analyze the melody and musical 
style, and how it interacts with the 
text. You don’t need specialized 
musical knowledge or ability to 
do this. How does the music itself 
strike you? Is it grand, serene, 
forlorn, plaintive, or joyful? Emotive, 
or cerebral? How does the rhythm 
contribute? Does it give a sense of 
vivacity and excitement, or calm 
and peace? Does the melody go 
very low or very high, or neither, and 
how does that affect the meaning? 
What about the texture or timbre of 
the accompaniment? Does it add a 
richness or a sparkle, or does it seem 
like it’s trying to thin out the overall 
texture? Some of these questions 
can be subjective, and one person 
may answer them quite differently 
than another. That’s part of the 
beauty of music, in that it can speak 
in a unique voice to individual people 
while simultaneously transcending 
barriers.

Proceeding in our analysis, if the 
text and music were written by the 
same person, what do you think 
the composer was trying to convey 
by melding together this music 
with that text? If a newer text was 
adapted to an older tune, why that 
tune for this text? Do you think the 

writer had this tune in mind when 
writing or adapting the text? Or vice 
versa, if a newer tune was written 
for an older text, what do you think 
about the choices that the composer 
of the melody made? Do you think 
there was conscious thought put 
into this, or did the text and melody 
just seem to fit?

One way to go even deeper is 
by analyzing the use of various 
hymntunes. Sometimes, familiar 
melodies are used over and over, 
adapted to a variety of texts. Two 
examples are HYFRYDOL, and 
AURELIA (hymntunes are often 
spelled in all uppercase letters). If 
those names don’t ring a bell for you, 
look them up (you will likely recognize 
them immediately) and then think of 
the various texts you might associate 
with these hymn tunes. The two 
most common for HYFRYDOL are 
“Alleluia, sing to Jesus,” and “Love 
Divine, All Loves Excelling.” However, 
there are a plethora of additional 
texts that have been set to this 
melody. Some additional texts we 
have sung at Saint Olaf to the tune 
HYFRYDOL include “All who hunger, 
gather gladly,” and “Love has brought 
us here together.” Sometimes, the 
opposite occurs where one text 
will be commonly sung to different 
hymntunes. An example is “Lord, 
Whose Love in Humble Service” 
which is often interchangeabley sung 
to the tunes IN BABILONE or BEACH 
SPRING. Another is, “God, Whose 
Purpose is to Kindle.” We usually sing 
it to the rousing Welsh hymntune 
EBENEZER at Saint Olaf, but it has 
been set to melodies as diverse as 
HYMN TO JOY and HOLY MANNA.

Sometimes, strong opinions prevail 
regarding the suitability of a text 
to a certain melody, or a melody 
to a certain text. There are certain 
advantages to using a well-known, 
familiar hymntune for a variety of 
texts. Setting a new text to an old 
hymntune can promote increased 
congregational participation, 
comfort, and familiarity. There is 

also the fact that some melodies 
are, quite simply, tried and proven. 
But, reflecting on what we discussed 
above, where we asked questions 
about how the music fits together 
with the text, this must be done with 
great care, and we can also begin to 
see how it isn’t necessarily the best 
idea to overuse hymntunes and to 
dilute them of their meaning and 
authority. Some tunes simply have 
a unique way of conforming to or 
accentuating certain texts in a deeply 
symbiotic relationship. Association 
can be a powerful thing, as well. Can 
you imagine, for instance, “Silent 
Night” or “Joy to the World” sung to 
different melodies? Or different texts 
being used with those melodies? It is 
certainly possible, and has probably 
been done in both cases, perhaps 
even successfully. However, if one 
is going to adapt a new text to an 
established melody, or a new melody 
to an established text, it must be done 
tastefully and judiciously. Because of 
the fact that texts and melodies are 
often indexed by meter in the backs 
of hymnals, it is quite possible to 
easily mix and match hymntunes and 
texts. It would also be easy to do this 
with questionable taste. To go back 
to our previous example, the text for 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” 
could quite easily be sung to the tune 
of “Joy to the World.” What would 
you think of that? That may be a far-
fetched example, but it is the kind of 
thing to keep in mind when matching 
text to music - how do the musical 
elements and the textual elements 
fit together?

STAY TUNED FOR INFO ON THE 
SAINT OLAF MUSIC SERIES

Due to the pandemic, our music 
series will look rather different for 
2020-2021. Staple events like the 
Messiah Sing have been canceled, 
but we will have solo organ recitals 
and small chamber music events. 
We hope to live-stream these 
events. Stay tuned to our website, 
bulletin, and Facebook page!
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OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC 2020 - 
THE SHOW MUST GO ON!

By Patrick and Michelle Fox, Co-Chairs Of Ministry and Music

In October 2018, Saint Olaf 
hosted the first “Of Ministry 
and Music” fundraising event to 
gather as a community, create 
memories, and replenish the 
Saint Olaf Reserve Fund. Of 
Ministry and Music II followed 
in September 2019.

Many gathered, socialized, 
enjoyed dinner with friends and 
had the opportunity to create 
new friendships. The 2019 
event was an opportunity to 
get to know our new Pastor; Fr. 
Kevin Kenney. We were doubly 
blessed by the opportunity to 
get to know Fr. Kevin’s mother; 
Dorothy Kenney. Dorothy’s 
spunk, energy and stories of 
her son made for great fun. 
Thank you, Dorothy, not only 
for attending the event, but for 
bringing us Fr. Kevin.

Previous Of Ministry and Music 
events have effectively raised 
funds for Saint Olaf. In 2018, 
the net amount raised was 
$76,087 followed by $83,259 
in 2019. As a result, the church 
campus fire alarm system was 
overhauled and updated. The 
Steinway piano in the church is 
now undergoing maintenance 
and will be in fine form 
soon. 

Of Ministry and Music III is set 
for Thursday, October 1, 2020. 
It will be a live stream one-
hour event featuring “Sisters of 
Swing” as entertainment for all 

to enjoy. Although we will not be 
able to socialize in-person, we 
anticipate a successful virtual 
event to build community and 
the reserve fund! You may find 
yourself tapping your toes 
and singing along with Sisters 
of Swing from wherever you 
choose to view the event!

The 2020 worldwide pandemic 
is the reason for changing to 
a ‘virtual’ event format. But 
COVID-19 cannot prevent us 
from having fun in support 
of our wonderful parish. We 
remain a community of great 
faith “In the Heart of the City” 
and Of Ministry and Music III 
must go on! 

Funds generated by Of Ministry 
and Music III will help build the 
Saint Olaf Reserve Fund.  

We look forward to your 
participation in this virtual event 
and ask for your continued 
prayers and support for the 
Saint Olaf Catholic Church 
Community.  

Your NO FEE registration will 
help us prepare for the event. 
Once registered, more details 
will be sent to you prior to 
Of Ministry and Music III on 
October 1st!

We invite you to register for Of 
Ministry and Music III at:
saintolaf.org/
ofministryandmusic
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By Raymond Berg, Manager

Sisters of Swing and Saint Olaf 
Catholic Church are excited to 
present the music of the Andrews 
Sisters and the swing era in this 
high-energy concert revue.

Just like today, the 1930’s and 40’s 
were hard years for most folks. 
The Andrews Sisters, with their 
upbeat, airtight harmony singing, 
brought joy and inspiration to an 
entire generation of Americans. Join 
us to celebrate the love of sharing 

music and song in a live stream 
performance.

Lisa Richter, Aimee Lee and Kathy 
Mueller bring the music of the 
Andrews Sisters to life, accompanied 
by a swinging 6-piece band led by 
Raymond Berg. The performers 
are veterans of the Twin Cities 
music scene and have performed in 
countless theaters and music clubs 
in our area.

You’ll find the music as alive and 
energetic today as the day it burst 
on the scene back in those earlier 
challenging times.

The show will be live streamed. 
Please register now to let us know 
you will be attending Saint Olaf’s Of 
Ministry and Music III event featuring 
Sisters of Swing!

SISTERS OF SWING
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Joining groups or associations in our 
community is a big part of life for 
many of us. Minnesota has many 
organizations and opportunities 
inviting us to respond to their appeal 
to participate. In addition, the rate 
of people helping at a local, state or 
even national level is very high. When 
deciding to be part of something, we 
consider if our values line up with the 
purpose or mission. We look at what 
we might have to contribute to this 
cause and we prioritize a portion of 
our time to make it happen. Then we 
commit. It often reflects our spiritual 
life and faith even if it is not church. 
After all, we are called to share our 
gifts with the world around us. Blame 
it on Baptism!

But what if the invitation is from 
church, or a parish like Saint Olaf in 
downtown Minneapolis? The fact is 
the invitation is constant. The parish 
mission of “Serving as a living sign 

of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city” is not reserved for 
the priests, the staff, or a select few 
members. ALL of us associated with 
Saint Olaf have both the opportunity 
and the responsibility to contribute 
our God-given gifts in support of the 
mission of the parish and the gospel. 
Blame it on Baptism! 

Through the waters of Baptism we 
are joined to Christ and called by 
name to reflect His example and 
teaching by the witness of our very 
lives. Specifically, His teaching to 
love God and our neighbor is lifted 
up in the Rite of Baptism. Blame it on 
Baptism!

Jesus does not stand at a distance 
and call us to follow him. Jesus 
meets us where we are and invites 
us to be his disciple, walking with 
us every step of the way. This 
close relationship began when we 

were signed with the cross on our 
foreheads and “claimed for Christ” at 
Baptism. Connected with confidence 
for living our faith each day. Blame it 
on Baptism!

Saint Olaf Samaritan Ministry (SM) is 
a place where you can really “Blame 
it on Baptism!” Sharing God’s love by 
loving our neighbors is a constant 
part of the mission of our parish. 
SM is revamping some procedures 
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
How we share hospitality and offer 
clothing and food is changing to keep 
guests and volunteers safe. We need 
additional volunteers to help us keep 
this ministry strong both in direct 
service with guests and behind the 
scenes. Contact Michael Griffin at 
mgriffin@saintolaf.org or 612-767-
7632. 

Blame it on Baptism!

BLAME IT ON BAPTISM!
SAMARITAN MINISTRY VOLUNTEERS

By Michael Griffin , Director of Social Ministry
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THE CLOSETS MUST BE VERY CLEAN! 
SAMARITAN MINISTRY DONATIONS

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry 

• Only ADULT clothing for men and women is 
provided in our clothing closets. We do not provide 
children’s    clothing.
• Clothing must be new, or GENTLY used in good 
repair, and CLEAN. We do not have a capacity to 
wash clothing. If it is not clean, we cannot use it.
• Housewares must be in good repair and 
functional. Plates, glasses, cups, utensils, kitchen 
gadgets, pots and pans, bakeware.

• Kitchen electronics only (toasters, coffee makers, 
mixers, etc. No TV’s, computers, stereos.
• Please place items in boxes if possible. It makes 
stacking for storage easier until we can sort and 
display items.

In our last quarterly newsletter we acknowledged that the shelter-in-place order might lead to home projects that 
included cleaning out the closets. At the time we asked you to help restock the Samaritan Ministry clothes closet 
with contributions from your cleaning projects. WOW! Did you ever respond to our request!! 

Donations arrived on a daily basis and were place upstairs in Fleming Hall for a quarantine period and to provide a 
safe, social-distancing space for volunteers to work while sorting. The image that came to mind was a glacier on 
the mountain of donations. A huge glacier in the middle of a hot Minnesota summer tells you how generous the 
response was for clothing and household items.

Finally, around July 1, procedures were put in place for a limited number of volunteers to come to Saint Olaf to begin 
sorting and restocking shelves and racks. Remember, it was March when volunteers were last on site and at that 
time, winter clothing was still in demand. 

Selecting one bag or box at a time, over several weeks in July, the glacier began to get smaller. Of course it grew 
again when new donations arrived. However, with great organization and perseverance from Samaritan Ministry 
volunteers, I walked into Fleming Hall to find the glacier was gone! New arrivals were no match for volunteers going 
forward. 

Now that we have advanced another quarter, a new season is upon us, and warmer clothing is requested, along with 
blankets. If you missed out cleaning your closets before, there is no time like the present. 

Items may be dropped off when you come for Mass on weekends or when the building is open during the week.  
Please call the parish office to confirm available times.



Autumn, fall, Homecoming: three 
words that evoke familiar images 
to us and allow us to travel down 
Memory Lane to recall past seasons 
in our lives. We remember scenes 
of students heading off to school, 
cheering the home team from the 
crowded stands at a Friday evening 
football game, crisp, cool evenings, 
nature’s departure from summer 
green to the deep colors of red, 
russet, gold, and brown, forming 
plans of family gatherings for the 
holidays… We interrupt this musing 
of yesterdays and pause to take 
stock of what the fall of 2020 holds 
for us in times of a pandemic. We 
do know the leaves will change and 
the weather will as well, but this 
year, autumn’s arrival may bring 
many more absences and wistful 
remembrances to our lives than we 
could ever have anticipated a few 
months ago.

The pandemic has indeed changed 
how we work, socialize, and interact 
with one another. The isolation can 

be and is difficult, especially when it 
comes to a person’s faith. Although 
one’s faith is deeply personal, as 
Catholic Christians, we are used to 
the practice of worship in community 
and a pandemic like the one in which 
we are enduring, makes that very 
difficult. 

Finding opportunities to
Pray * Serve * Share
in a new manner can be of great 
assistance as you follow your faith 
journey this Autumn so I provide for 
you some examples of old and new 
ways you can come HOME to Saint 
Olaf.

PRAY. Saint Olaf is open for our 
regular schedule of 17 Masses 
weekly. We are working diligently 
with our Clean Team Volunteers and 
staff to provide a hospitable and 
sanitary sanctuary for all. Our social 
distancing for Mass allows us to seat 
130 in the Main Church, and another 
120 in the balcony if needed. 

We realize that not all of our 
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HOMECOMING AND COMING HOME
By Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

Seeking and Finding - Joyce Rupp

I search for God, 
Elusive hidden God,
I long to dwell in the heart of Mystery.

I search for my true self
More of who I already am
Knowing there’s so much more to be 
discovered.

I search for love,
Unconditional love
That enfolds me and asks to be shared.

I search for vision in the shadows of my 
soul,
Impatiently awaiting the moment of 
lightening.

I search for a quiet heart amid life’s 
harried schedule;
My soul cries out, yearning for solitude.

I search for compassion in a world gone 
deaf
To the cries of the hurting and the pleas 
of the powerless.

I search for Home, always for Home,
Unaware of course, that I am already 
there.



parishioners and guests may be 
ready or able to return to Mass 
in person, so we will continue to 
provide quality videos of our Sunday 
Mass on Cable Channel 6 played on 
Sundays at 8:00pm and rebroadcast 
on Mondays at 10:00 am, our 
website, and Facebook. In addition, 
we are now LIVE STREAMING the 
Sunday 10:00 am Mass on Saint 
Olaf’s YouTube Channel. You can 
participate in the Mass and not have 
to wait until it plays on Cable at 
8:00 pm or wait for it to be loaded 
onto the Saint Olaf website. The 
YouTube link is: youtube.com/user/
SaintOlafChurch/live.

There are opportunities to SERVE 
at home supporting your family and 
neighbors with a smile, a phone call, a 
letter. Consider serving as one of Saint 
Olaf’s Prayer Partners and assisting 
the requests we receive with some 
intentional prayer. Our choir has 
moved to Virtual opportunities;  if 
you are interested in participating in 
the next Virtual Choir project, please 
contact Joel Anderson, our Director 
of Music and he will get you all set 
up to sing - virtually.  

Our Centering Prayer group has 
moved to online meetings every 

Saturday morning at 9:00 am.  
Everyone is welcome. If you are new 
to Centering Prayer they are happy 
to help you begin a practice. Here 
is the information to join on Zoom: 
us04web.zoom.us/j/305995857 
Meeting ID: 305 995 857
or: One tap mobile +1(312)626-
6799, 305995857#

Discussions That Encounter also 
is utilizing an online format for 
their meetings and will continue 
that in the fall. There has NEVER 
been a better time to join DTE.  For 
information on how you can join 
in on their next online meeting via 
computer or phone, please contact 
Bill Keatts, wkeatts@austin.rr.com. 
(More information on page 15) 

The Saint Olaf Book Club is meeting 
monthly, just not at Saint Olaf. 
Contact Jeanne Krumpelmann via 
email to learn more, kile0016@umn.
edu.

If you are interested in coming in to 
Saint Olaf, Samaritan Ministries is 
back on board with a new system 
to safely assist our clients. This 
ministry is an important part of Saint 
Olaf, and we know that serving as a 
Samaritan Minister will benefit you 

much more than the hour or two of 
time you give. 

SHARE. Sharing your financial 
gifts with Saint Olaf makes ALL 
the difference. We have continued 
to keep the doors open wide and 
living our mission through this 
pandemic and that is due to your 
generous support. We appreciate all 
the parishioners who have moved 
to online giving, as well as those 
continuing to send in envelopes. With 
the Annual Stewardship Renewal 
coming in October, we encourage 
all of our households to prayerfully 
consider what your response will 
be for Saint Olaf in 2021. When you 
provide a Stewardship Intention 
for the upcoming year, we can 
budget more effectively and keep 
the parish and our ministries and 
programs working to capacity. Your 
gifts, large and small keeps this faith 
community, your HOME, alive.

Joyce Rupp reminds us in her poem 
that we search for that home in our 
lives. May we each realize through 
this period of uncertainty, that when 
it comes to HOME, at Saint Olaf, we 
are “already there.”
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Stay Tuned 
for exciting 
online and 
in person 

opportunities 
this fall.
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The email from Bob Wadsten had a few 
simple lines but the attachments packed a 
punch. The photos of the shell of Saint Olaf 
after the 1953 fire are so crisp and clear, 
if one did not notice the vehicles or the 
hourly parking rates, one would think the 
photo was taken more recently.

It seems the fateful 1953 fire of Saint Olaf 
moved neighbors in our community as well 
as our own parishioners. The email came 
about as Bob was organizing some of his 
father’s color slides and he realized that 
Saint Olaf might be interested in these 
photographs.

When I inquired about his father’s 
connection to Saint Olaf, Bob shared the 
following:

“My father, Bob Wadsten, Sr. was the 
photographer and since both he and my 
mother were from NE Minneapolis, they 
were downtown frequently.  My great-
aunt, also from NE Minneapolis, began 
working for Cargill when they were located 
on the 8th floor of the Baker Bldg. (shown) 
in 1925, he must have made it a point to 
include it in the image as well.” 

“I am 4th generation of my family from the 
same neighborhood (dating back to the 
1890s) so these images bring back a lot of 
memories.  This image was taken shortly 
before I was born.  Our family doesn’t 
have a connection to Saint Olaf but were 
some of the first members of Elim Baptist 
Church in NE Minneapolis.  Holy Cross 
Catholic Church is/was attended by many 
of our friends and neighbors and not sure 
if many went downtown to Saint Olaf for 
church – wouldn’t be surprised if some did 
or had.” 

“I am truly amazed at the color stability of 
the old Kodachrome chemistry and if I run 
across any more of the fire I’ll surely send 
them along.  I’m glad that I’ve been able to 
generate the interest that I have and that 
Saint Olaf is still around and vibrant.  God 
Bless your ministry.”

PHOTOGRAPHIC MEMORIES TOUCH THE 
HEARTS OF OUR NEIGHBORS AS WELL

By Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

Kodachrome
They give us those nice bright 
colors
They give us the greens of summers
Makes you think all the world’s a 
sunny day, oh yeah
I got a Nikon camera
I love to take a photograph
So mama, don’t take my 
Kodachrome away
- Paul Simon 1973

Father Kenney,
I ran across the following 
images while scanning some old 
Kodachrome slides that belonged 
to my Dad.
Amazed at the color fidelity of 
these almost 70 years on.  Hope 
that you can use them in some 
capacity.
 
Regards,
Bob Wadsten - Golden Valley, MN

Thank you Wadsten family for reminding 
us that Saint Olaf has and continues to 
be a light in the heart of the city to all, as 
vibrant as these old Kodachrome pictures 
shared.
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SAINT OLAF’S FINANCIAL PICTURE
Who would have imagined what a 
dynamic year 2020 would be? As 
quarantine began around the globe, 
we watched videos of opera singers 
on their balconies, entire cities 
“lighting up blue” for healthcare 
workers, and we learned new forms 
of technology to maintain contact 
with co-workers, friends, and loved 
ones. Our very own Saint Olaf was 
responsive by posting daily Masses 
online, thus allowing us to ‘attend’ 
worship safely from home.  

The COVID-19 pandemic has also 
required Saint Olaf to be nimble 
with our finances. As chair of the 
Financial Advisory Board, I want to 
assure you that we’ve been active in 
reviewing our entire budget. We have 
been conscientious with expenses, 
renegotiating service contracts, and 
eliminating cost where we can. We 
have also had a wonderful response 
from YOU, our parishioners. A record 
number of people have enrolled in 
online giving. This helps provide a 
consistent revenue stream and is 
cost effective for the church. We also 
have parishioners who continue to 
mail in their envelopes. A tremendous 
THANK YOU for all of your continued 

financial support!

In addition to the faithful support 
of parishioners, thousands of 
visitors worship at Saint Olaf each 
year. Whether these visitors come 
to downtown Minneapolis for 
professional sports, entertainment, 
or a national conference, they are key 
to our financial picture. Historically, 
they account for 30% - 40% of total 
weekly offerings. The prolonged 
impact of COVID-19 has resulted in all 
public events being cancelled for the 
foreseeable future. The loss of visitors 
has negatively impacted our budget. 
Despite our expense management, 
and consistency from parishioners, 
we are projecting a budget deficit this 
year of approximately $50,000. While 
significant, it is not an insurmountable 
sum. If your personal situation 
allows for it, please consider making 
an additional gift to help close the 
financial gap.

Saint Olaf is open for all regular Mass 
times. My family has been attending 
in person since the doors reopened 
in June. It has been healing for us 
to be back in the church. The staff 
and volunteers are working hard to 

implement all necessary guidelines. 
If you have not been back yet, it will 
feel different at first. Pews have been 
taped off to maintain proper social 
distance. Facemasks are required. 
The distribution of Eucharist has 
been moved to the end. However, the 
experience will be familiar. The Word 
of God. The Sacrament. The people.  

The current environment makes 
me think about the early Christians 
who required unique forms of 
communication. People worshipped 
together in small groups. There 
was a fractured world around them. 
My namesake, Saint Justin Martyr 
was a member of this early group. 
He recorded the rituals that are the 
foundation for Mass today. In his First 
Apology, he wrote “And more than all 
other people we are your helpers, 
and allies in the cause of peace.” That 
is who we are as Catholics. While the 
world may change, our faith in Jesus 
Christ is a constant. I thank you for 
your continued commitment to Saint 
Olaf I thank you for your prayers. I 
thank you for being my ally in serving 
as a living sign of Christ’s saving 
presence in the heart of the city.

By Justin Felicetta, Financial Advisory Board Chair
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PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney
frkkenney@saintolaf.org
Fr. Michael Krenik
frmkrenik@saintolaf.org
Fr. Mark Wehmann
frwehmann@saintolaf.org
ADMINISTRATION
Mary Kennedy, Parish 
Administrator
mkennedy@saintolaf.org

Amber Guthmiller,
Hospitality Coordinator/Office 
Assistant
aguthmiller@saintolaf.org
Jeanne Peterson, Finances
jeanne@saintolaf.org
Tariq Rauf
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ 
Security
trauf@saintolaf.org
Cedric Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ 
Security
csmith@saintolaf.org

Derrick Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ 
Security
dsmith@saintolaf.org
LITURGY, MUSIC, WORSHIP
Joel Anderson
Director of Music / Principal 
Organist
janderson@saintolaf.org
Matt Hinds
Sunday Afternoon Ensemble 
Director
mhinds@saintolaf.org

CHARITY & JUSTICE MINISTRY 
Michael Griffin, Director of 
Social Ministry
mgriffin@saintolaf.org

FACILITIES 
Jake Rea, Maintenance/
Security
jrea@saintolaf.org

Bulmaro Garcia, Maintenance 

STAFF DIRECTORY

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER (DTE)
Race, Racism, and White Privilege
For nearly 15 years, Discussions that Encounter has facilitated open discussions about race, racism and white 
privilege. These events are sponsored free of charge by Bethesda Missionary Baptist Church (Pastor Arthur Agnew) 
and Saint Olaf Catholic Church, and open to all. The vision was in its founding and continues to this day to provide an 
environment where people of all walks-of-life and backgrounds can openly discuss any aspect of racism. 

We use presenters, videos, or prepared materials to pursue a specific topic, with ample time for conversation 
and relationship building. The objectives of these forums are to raise awareness, establish relationships, assist 
all along the journey of overcoming racism, provide education on historical and current topics, and facilitate open 
conversations on topics that can’t usually be approached across the “races.”  We schedule the Forums each 2nd and 
4th Thursday evening. The pandemic has not kept discussions silent. Video conference calls are being used until we 
can gather again. 

The momentum of these many years has established a constant opportunity for meaningful exchanges, learning 
and challenges. If you have been searching for a way to connect with others since the murder of George Floyd, DTE 
welcomes your participation. Watch the weekly bulletin and parish website for updated information.



MONDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

TUESDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

THURSDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

SATURDAY
9:00AM .................................................CENTERING PRAYER: VIA ZOOM
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
4:00PM .................................................................................... MASS

SUNDAY
6:00AM .................................................................................... MASS
8:00AM .................................................................................... MASS
10:00AM .................................................................................. MASS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS
4:00PM .................................................................................... MASS

SATURDAY
4:00PM

SUNDAY
6:00AM
8:00AM
10:00AM
4:00PM

WEEKLY SCHEDULE

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
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SEPTEMBER 2020
7 LABOR DAY (BUILDING CLOSED AFTER 9:00AM MASS)

10 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER: VIA ZOOM

OCTOBER 2020
1 OF MINISTRY AND MUSIC - VIRTUAL EVENT

7:00PM-8:00PM (SEE PAGE 7 FOR DETAILS)

8 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER: VIA ZOOM

NOVEMBER 2020
1 SOLEMNITY OF ALL SAINTS

2

12

22

26

29

ALL SOUL’S DAY
12:00PM MASS OF REMEMBERANCE

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER: VIA ZOOM

THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING 
OF THE UNIVERSE
THANKSGIVING DAY (BUILDING CLOSED AFTER 
9:00AM MASS)

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

SAINT OLAF IS NOW ON
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM!
Search for “Saint Olaf Catholic Church, Downtown 
Minneapolis” on Facebook and “saint_olaf_church” on 
Instagram. Like and follow us to see our daily posts and see 
what is new! Let us bring Saint Olaf to you!

Saint Olaf Catholic Church,
Downtown Minneapolis @Saint_Olaf_Church
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The Adult Shelter Connect (ASC) continues to conduct new 
intakes and provide reservations for shelter beds for adults 
without dependents. The vast majority of these interactions 
have been by phone. ASC staff have worked remotely since the 
virus restrictions were put into place. Keeping things safe for 
guests and staff is a top priority. Beginning the end of June 
ASC staff returned to the Saint Olaf site to conduct intake 
interviews in-person on weekdays instead of over the phone. 
Interviews are brief, contactless and conducted with proper 
social distancing.

Capacity issues for shelter beds have stabilized. Salvation 
Army recently added back 40 women’s beds. Current capacity 
in traditional shelter between Higher Ground, Salvation Army 
Harbor Light Center and Simpson is 354 beds. Because of 

health and safety issues related to the pandemic, other single 
adult shelter space is available in area hotels staffed by shelter 
workers. That capacity is currently 666 beds. Some of the 
spaces in church-run shelters were simply too tight to safely 
shelter people. Bunks were too close and there was no way to 
adequately separate people.

At the beginning of May ASC implemented the process of 
working with Healthcare for the Homeless to fill vacancies 
at the shelter-operated hotel sites. People who were staying 
in congregate shelters and were high risk for COVID-19 were 
prioritized for the hotel spaces. The hotel sites have filled and 
unfortunately there is not enough hotel space for everyone 
who has been identified for prioritization for those spaces. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Below is from the July Heading Home Hennepin monthly newsletter- the phone number listed for single adults is the ASC.  
Responding to encampments:
Our community is facing a seemingly intractable problem 
with a large number of residents experiencing unsheltered 
homelessness in city parks. We learned from the Hiawatha-
Franklin encampment that the larger encampments get, the 
more dangerous they become, and this is especially true for 
those staying within them. This was true before COVID-19 
and is even more so when there is a global pandemic that 
requires social distancing to keep vulnerable individuals and 

our community safe.
While housing the ultimate goal, it is vital we work connect 
those is the encampments to emergency shelter. Please 
help us to spread the word to people who are experiencing 
unsheltered homelessness, especially families, that help is 
available to them, by sharing these contacts:

Families: 612-348-9410
Single Adults: 612.248.2350
Youth: www.ysnmn.org

ADULT SHELTER CONNECT: AN UPDATE
ASC Staff
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SAINT OLAF AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT-
GOD (NOT THE DEVIL) IS IN THE DETAIL

You have likely heard, and even used, the 
expression “the devil’s in the details.” Missing 
something small might really be magnified 
when applied to the larger cause or project. 
A quick search found that this phrase is a 
variation of the phrase “God is in the detail.” 
I appreciate this image much more, especially 
when attached to a ministry of the parish.

Thank goodness God is in the detail when 
considering the affordable housing project 
Saint Olaf announced about 18 months 
ago by then pastor, Fr. Patrick Kennedy. The 
vision was to partner with Aeon, a non-profit 
developer of affordable housing, to rehab 
the parish-owned Exodus Residence, add 
new housing next to it and above the parish 
parking lot through a long-term lease for the 
land. 

Shepherding the vision is now in the hands of 
current pastor, Fr. Kevin Kenney, and Parish 
Administrator, Mary Kennedy, along with 
other parish leaders and staff. Moving from 
vision to reality involves a LOT of details 
featuring multiple drafts with multiple pages, 
with meetings, Zoom calls and conversations. 
Developing an agreement for the next 99 
years that covers important contingencies, 
secures a steady stream of income for other 
parish ministries, returns 60 parking spaces 
back to Saint Olaf when construction is 

complete, and most importantly, provides 
dignified, affordable housing to the wider 
community from the stewardship of parish 
resources here in the heart of the city.  Making 
sure “God is in the detail” keeps everyone 
involved on their toes!

One of the factors in developing affordable 
housing is the complicated financing 
necessary to bring units forward. There 
are many details in securing this funding 
and impacts the type of housing ultimately 
built. As the details of the number crunching 
unfolds, it is likely more units will be added to 
the building above the parking lot. And this 
part of the project will likely be a 55+ building 
for folks needing affordable housing. The 
overall project total now is closing in on 240 
units. More housing for people in need!

As this goes to press final lease agreements 
with many details are being prepped for 
final review by parish leadership. In July, 
Aeon has shared the project concept with 
the Downtown Minneapolis Neighborhood 
Association Land Use Committee and 
received a favorable response generating 
a letter of support. They also met with City 
councilmember Lisa Goodman and reported 
her support for the concept. Finally, they 
submitted an application for funds to the 
Minneapolis Affordable Housing Trust Fund. 

Details! Details! Details!

There is not just civil law to be considered. 
Because this involves parish property, the 
Archdiocese is also added to the mix through 
a review process of the College of Consulters 
and the Archdiocesan Finance Council. The 
Archbishop has given his initial proxy for 
Saint Olaf to enter into the negotiation of 
the partnership. Once all of the details are 
finalized, a final proxy will be requested. 

Our current lease with Catholic Charities for 
the Exodus Residence goes through June 
2021. They recently announced plans to 
purchase and renovate the Augustana Care 
Center near Elliot Park, allowing them to more 
than double the number of people served. 
Saint Olaf intends to work with Catholic 
Charities in their transition and potential 
timing/delays. More details to be sure!

The details of the devil bring poverty and 
crushing burdens making affordable housing 
out of reach for many in our community. 
Based on the details of God, the mission of 
the parish and the gospel, human dignity is 
supported and burdens are lifted in the sacred, 
faith-filled response of Saint Olaf “serving as 
a living sign of Christ’s saving presence in the 
heart of the city.”

By Michael Griffin, director of Social Ministry
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Serving as a living sign of Christ’s
saving presence in the heart of the city.
Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00 pm and
Mondays at 10:00 am on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 and YouTube

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 12:00noon, 4:00pm
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am,
 12:00noon, 4:00pm 
SUNDAY MASS LIVE
Join Saint Olaf’s Sunday Mass LIVE 
from your place! Every Sunday at 
10:00am with this link: youtube.com/
user/ SaintOlafChurch/live
WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:    7:00am, 12:00noon
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Monday-Friday: following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday:
following 12:00 noon Mass

PASTORAL TEAM 
Fr. Kevin Kenney
Fr. Michael Krenik
Fr. Mark Wehmann

CONTACT 
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday: Closed 

For updated building information and 
details on parking while at Saint Olaf, visit 
us online at saintolaf.org or check at the 
Forliti Foyer Hospitality Desk. 

Contact Parish Advisory Board or Financial 
Advisory Board Chair with any questions or 
comments at:
FAB@saintolaf.org
PAB@saintolaf.org


