
Thursday, February 8, 2024 
Thursday of the Fifth Week  

in Ordinary Time 
 

Good morning! 

We celebrate Saint Jerome Emiliani and Saint Josephine Bakhita.  We read 1 

Kings 11:4-13, Psalm 106, and Mark 7:24-30.  Sometimes we are not aware as 

to how far we have drifted in faith until it is brought to our attention. 

Solomon has drifted to other gods, pleasing his wives. Solomon, having 

been gifted with wisdom is influenced in his older age and the Lord is not 

happy.  The Lord will divide the kingdom because of Solomon's actions.  A 

Syrophoenician woman seeks out Jesus to drive a demon from her 

daughter.  Jesus turns her away because she is not a child of Israel yet the 

woman respectfully replies to Jesus and her daughter is cured.  Sometimes 

those who we least expect to have faith show great trust in the Lord and 

those who have faith, falter.  We need to be grounded throughout life.  

Outside influences will entice us, we may follow yet hopefully we return.  

May our hearts be focused on the Lord and we find in the community the 

support and blessing to continue our faith walks, learn from those who are 

different from us, and remain grounded in Jesus' love. 

Peace, 

RevKev 

"Remember us, O Lord, as you favor your people." 
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