
 
 

Monday, April 27, 2020:   
Monday of the Third Week of Easter 

 
 
 

 
Good Morning! 
 
Today we read from Acts 6:8-15, Psalm 119 and John 6:22-29.  How do you react when 
someone challenges the way you have always done something?  Most of us get defensive 
at first but if we can step back and ask ourselves, "Why we are being challenged", then 
maybe, we understand our tradition better or realize we need to change.  Stephen was 
working great signs and wonders among the people and was challenged because certain 
people did not withstand the wisdom and the Spirit with which Stephen spoke.  Because 
people were listening to him and following, they made false testimonies against him to 
have leadership silence him.  Stephen was filled with grace.  Jesus challenges the people 
for following him because he fed them and claims they are looking for free food.  The 
people want to follow Jesus and ask, "What can we do to accomplish the works of 
God?"  Jesus replied, "This is the work of God, that you believe in the one he sent."  Has our 
belief been shaken in these days?  Do we realize what our belief in God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit means?  Do we realize what "community" was and now how different it might 
be?  Do we recognize the "food that endures for eternal life" and how I may have taken it 
for granted?  Will receiving this food again some day open my eyes to a new way of 
life?  Stephen's love for the poor and those shunned by society challenged those who 
ignored them.  How can I reflect this week on what challenges me and why? What do I see 
my faith asking of me in the days ahead? 
 
Peace, 
 
RevKev 
 
 http://www.usccb.org/"Blessed are they who follow the law of the Lord." 
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