
Friday, August 4, 2023 
Friday of the Seventeenth  

Week in Ordinary Time 
 

Good morning! 

We celebrate Saint John Mary Vianney.  We read Leviticus 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 

27, 34-37, Psalm 81, and Matthew 13:54-58.  Rituals, liturgy, and religious 

celebrations all reveal a bit of the divine.  The Lord set before the people 

of Israel the template for the festivals to be celebrated at their proper 

times.  Leviticus can be a dry book but fascinating when one ponders 

what the Lord is asking.  Jesus ponders the fact that he is not welcomed 

in his native land.  His own people cannot understand how Jesus could 

have such wisdom and do mighty deeds.  They lacked faith.  Sometimes 

when we feel bogged down with rituals, rules, or commandments our 

faith is weakened and we cannot see or hear what Jesus is doing or 

saying.  Spending time in prayer, rituals, or liturgy helps us to enter into 

the mystery of who God is.  Jesus shows us the Father and in Jesus, we 

know of the Father's love.  "Sing with joy to God, our help."  Allow your 

beliefs to take hold and grow. 

Peace, 

RevKev 

"Sing with joy to God our help!" 
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