
 
 

Monday, August 17, 2020:   
Monday of the Twentieth Week 

in Ordinary Time 
 
 

 
 
 
Good Morning! 
 
Today we read from Ezekiel 24:15-23, Deuteronomy 32:18-19, 20, 21 and 
Matthew 19:16-22.  Deuteronomy 21 reads, "Since they have provoked me 
with their 'no-god' and angered me with their vain idols, I will provoke them 
with a 'no-people', with a foolish nation I will anger them.'"   Does history 
repeat itself?  Reflect on what is happening today.  God calls Ezekiel to keep 
his daily routine even after taking away the delight of his eyes, the death of 
his wife.  God says, "Israel, you shall not mourn or weep, but you shall rot 
away because of your sins and groan one to another."  Jesus responds to the 
young man who asks what he must do to gain eternal life, "If you wish to 
enter into life, keep the commandments."  Which ones he asks?  "You shall 
not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall not 
bear false witness; honor your father and mother; and you shall love your 
neighbor as yourself."  As a people have followed these 
commandments?  Have we become a "no-god people"?  The young man 
answers, "I have observed all these, what do I still lack?"  Jesus says, "If you 
wish to be perfect, go sell what you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven.  Then come follow me."  What must we do to live in 
a culture of life and not death?  God will work with us, we just need to turn 
and follow Jesus.  "What do I still lack," you ask?  Bring it to prayer.  Grace, 
counsel and life come from the Holy Spirit, Jesus who gave his life for us 
awaits our acknowledgement and love.  God who gave us birth, can and will 
renew us, transform us and continue to love us, we just need to want it. 
 
Peace, 
 
RevKev 
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