
December 18, 2023 
Monday of the  

Third Week of Advent 
 

Good morning! 

We read Jeremiah 23:5-8, Psalm 72, and Matthew 1:18-25.  "O Leader of the 

House of Israel, giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai; come to rescue us with 

your mighty power!"  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means "God is with us."  A 

week from today is Christmas Day.  Our "O Antiphons" light our path.  

Today we ask for justice and power.  Jeremiah delivers a message that the 

days are coming when one will do what is right and just, "The Lord our 

justice."  Joseph, ready to divorce Mary quietly, receives a message in a 

dream to take Mary into his home.  Joseph never speaks in the gospel but 

his actions speak louder than words.  Joseph receives an important role in 

salvation history and his "quietness" makes his presence ever more 

powerful.  Justice and power to bring peace and new life into the world 

surround us in these days of Advent.  Reflect on your call and how you can 

use your gifts to bring Jesus into the world in a powerful and pertinent 

way. 

Peace, 

RevKev 

"Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace forever." 
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