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OH, THE WEATHER OUTSIDE IS...

by Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor
Why is it when I think of December,
January and February my mind
always goes to the weather? These
days are beautiful in their own
way and flood our brains with so
many emotions. The beginning of
December brings a chill that sends
us to our closets looking for our
sweaters or warmer jackets. We
realize we have a multitude to choose
from so we look through what we
have and decide that I don’t wear
this anymore so, I’ll donate what I
do not use to Samaritan Ministries.
Or perhaps I have outgrown the
sweaters or the sweaters shrunk
hanging in my closet over the
summer, so I better clear out and
purchase one or two sweaters that’ll
carry me through these months and
donate the “shrunken” sweaters to
Samaritan Ministries. I look for my
boots, mittens, hats and scarfs and
realize how blessed we are to be
able to have these things on hand,
stored over the warmer weather and
now able to dust them off. Maybe I’ll
think of those who have not and take
inventory of what I have and donate
some to Samaritan Ministries. We
look forward to receiving your good
conditioned cold weather items.

January and February often are
months that drag on, keeping us
indoors, staying away from the cold
outdoors. We snuggle up with throws
and blankets, throw a log on the fire
and sip coffee or tea. It is a blessing
to have a warm place to call home.
Fleece blankets are a great find and
easy to store and to carry. Why not
pick up a few for those who have
no place to call home. Samaritan
Ministries is a great place to donate
such items to keep our guests warm
and feeling loved.
These months we hope to be able to
open up for hospitality on weekends.
What a joy to be able to sit and
chat awhile over a cup of coffee
and a donut. Want to meet new
friends? We can use your help as a
volunteer working an hour or two
with hospitality. What a great way to
gather a few friends or acquaintances
and form a small group that
volunteers to help with hospitality
after a Mass every Sunday or maybe
once a month. Seeing the joy on so
many faces is a great gift and what a
better season to start a new ministry
with us at Saint Olaf than to serve
the great gift of hospitality.

This pandemic has caused us to
think outside the box as we begin
anew. There are opportunities for
new perspectives in what and how
we do things at Saint Olaf. We hope
to have a few new faces working
with us who will bring a new, fresh
and creative outlook to our ministry
in the Heart of the City. This Advent
and Christmas Season will bring
anticipation and joy to our hearts.
Ordinary Time will bring us along in
the beginning of 2022 and lead us
right up to our Lenten Season. We
have a lot to be thankful for and most
of all we are thankful for all of you,
our dear parishioners and friends of
Saint Olaf. Without you we would
not be where we are today and we
look forward to what tomorrow will
bring. We have been through many
challenges and struggles this past
year but we have encountered many
blessings that have come through
these challenges. May we continue
to embrace the mission of Saint Olaf
Parish and live as a living presence of
Christ in the heart of the city. Peace
to all these joy filled seasons and
may God bless each and everyone of
you and your families.
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WELCOME YEAR C:
THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT LUKE
by Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor

As we have begun a new Liturgical
Year, (1st Sunday of Advent,
November 28), we will read from
Luke’s gospel throughout the year.
Our Sunday Lectionary cycles every
three years with reading from Year
A: Matthew; Year B: Mark; and
Year C: Luke. The gospel of John is
interspersed through out the three
years. We can rest awhile as we
leave Mark’s gospel where Jesus
had us on the move. Luke’s gospel
is labeled as the Gospel of Mercy or
the Gospel of Prayer. We can sit back
and listen to the stories Luke writes,
ponder on Jesus’ discourses, and feel
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we are included in the community to
whom Luke is writing. Luke wrote his
gospel between the years 80 - 85
CE. In Luke’s gospel, Jesus reaches
out to the poor, the sinner, women,
and the underprivileged more than
the other gospels. Luke will invite
us this Advent and Christmas
seasons to “Be vigilant at all times.”
Luke tells us that John the Baptist
proclaimed a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins. John the
Baptist also invites us to share our
goods with others. We will hear of
Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, the births
of John the Baptist and Jesus. Luke

tells us of the child Jesus teaching
in the temple, the shepherds who
were visited in the fields and finally
the voice that comes from heaven
and says, “You are my beloved Son;
with you I am well pleased.” During
Ordinary time we begin walking with
Jesus as his ministry unfolds and
is developed. We will have a good
year, so be prepared and vigilant. I
thought it would be good to include
in this newsletter some important
dates for the new liturgical year.
This information comes from Fr. Tom
Margevičius, Director of the Office of
Worship.

YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH
December 8: Closing of the Year of
Saint Joseph. Mass 7:00pm at the
Cathedral in Saint Paul.
CHRISTMAS AND HOLY FAMILY,
December 24, 25 and 26.
(Obligations: Important read!)
Christmas Eve, December 24, falls on
a Friday this year. Attending Mass on
Christmas Eve fulfills your obligation
for Christmas.
With Christmas Day, December 25,
falling on a Saturday, if one wanted
to attend Saturday evening Mass
to fulfil your obligation for Sunday,
December 26, Feast of the Holy
Family, you would need to attend
Mass either on Christmas Eve or
Christmas Morning to fulfil your
Christmas obligation, and then
Saturday would fulfil your Sunday
obligation.
“One Mass Saturday evening
December 25, 2021 does not fulfill
the obligation to attend Mass for both
Christmas and Sunday December 26
(Feast of the Holy Family).
The faithful must attend two
Masses. Mass celebrated Saturday
evening December 25 is that of
Christmas During the Day (even for
those attending that Mass to fulfill
their Holy Family obligation).”
Welcome Year C!

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION 2021-2022
Isasmuch as January 1, 2022 and August 15, 2022 fall on a Saturday and
Monday, respectively, they are not obligatory this year. In the Archdiocese
of St. Paul and Minneapolis, the Ascension of the Lord is perpetually
transferred to the following Sunday. The other Holy Days of Obligation
this upcoming year are:
December 8, 2021
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 25, 2021
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
November 1, 2022
All Saints
December 8, 2022
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
December 25, 2022
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)

PRINCIPAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE
LITURGICAL YEAR 2021-2022

November 28, 2021
First Sunday of Advent

June 19, 2022
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ

March 2, 2022
Ash Wednesday

November 27, 2022
First Sunday of Advent

April 17, 2022
Easter Sunday
May 29, 2022
Ascension of the Lord
June 5, 2022
Pentecost Sunday
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SKATING ON THIN ICE

by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
Growing up in my neighborhood rules, no exceptions. Now I liked the
when the winter came along meant rink with the boards, it was smoother
embracing the winter pastime of ice and larger and it was where the good
skating. In my hometown, there was skaters were. That was the shack
an ice rink every few blocks and the manager’s first rule. The big rink was
one closest to our house actually had for hockey players first, then if no
two rinks, one with boards and one hockey players were present, others
without. The one with boards was could use the big rink, but only if you
the better ice rink by far. I believe had actual working ice skates and
those boards helped achieve an could skate around the rink without
even layer of ice and it surely helped holding on to the boards.
maintain a separation from the
hockey players and the fans. Next to My skates were hand me downs from
the rinks was a small warming shack my cousin who lived in Montreal.
managed by a spry, ageless, local She was a few years older than I,
man. He cared for the ice, kept the and as the only girl in her family,
snow piles at bay, tended the fire in she always got the best skates. I
the shack, and was pretty talented was the oldest girl in my family so
at helping tiny fingers lace up skates I lucked out by being first in line to
and a master at conquering pesky receive her seconds. I had the skates.
knots. He ruled the ice and the shack I could skate. I was in on the big rink.
and if we wanted to skate on “his” The hockey playing boys didn’t like
rinks, we all needed to follow his having girls on the big rink, so they
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convinced our shack manager to
change the rules to “no white skates
allowed.” My dad helped me tape up
my white skates with black electrical
tape, and I was back on the big rink in
no time. The next rule to be enforced
was that one needed a hockey stick
to be on the big rink. My dad helped
me out with that as well. The shack
manager told the boys to give it up
with the “must be able to skate
backwards rule” as I had that skill
over them, no problem. Finally, I lost
out because I just could not check. It
was either change my skate time or
embrace the bumpy, small ice rink.
I decided to challenge myself with
the bumps, and found that if I skated
faster, it wasn’t as bumpy. I learned to
skate harder, cleaner, and eventually
fell a lot less because I learned to
anticipate the bumps in my path. I
also enjoyed a new friendship with

the rink shack manager who worked
with me to improve my skating, he
and I on the bumpy small rink having
the best time after all. I didn’t need
the big rink any more, I had my own
personal bumpy rink.
Fast forward to today, and I have
fond memories of skating on that old
big ice rink. I learned a lot more than
how to skate during those times. I
learned the importance of getting
along with lots of different types of
people, following the rules, skating
the fine line between right and wrong,
and essentially how to play fair. I also
learned that life was not fair, rules
change, and we cannot spend our
days trying to make others like us
or even accept us. What we can do
is set the goals that fit our personal
mission, do our best to be our best,
and sometimes learn the best way
to live is to embrace the bumpy ice
and all of the unique personalities
we encounter on the way.
In this past year plus, we have had to
skate over a lot of bumpy ice. Some
of us have learned to adapt, others
couldn’t get past the first obstacle.
None of us can skate on our own.
We need our faith, our family, our
friends. We are called to reach out
to all those we encounter, share
our gifts generously to provide the
hand up, the knot untied, or to teach
someone how to skate across the
bumpy ice of life’s challenges.

WE ARE CALLED
TO SERVE
by Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

You have been told, O mortal, what is good, and what the LORD requires of
you: Only to do justice and to love goodness, and to walk humbly with your
God. (Micah 6:8)
Saint Olaf’s Annual Stewardship Renewal is in its final paces and will wrap
up at year’s end. Have you taken the time to return your Stewardship
Intention Card? There is no better time to do that than right now. Letting
the parish know of your intentions for the upcoming year helps Saint Olaf
plan effectively and steward our budget based upon solid intentions,
rather than guesstimates. Your shared intentions offer guidelines of
how we need to manage our resources to continue to move forward our
mission in the heart of the city. Consider how you are called to serve with
your stewardship response to Saint Olaf. Review your personal situation.
Renew your intention. Return your Annual Stewardship Intention Card to
Saint Olaf. Please know that each and every gift in support of this parish
makes a difference.
This past year, we thankfully saw many of our members move to online
giving. When members could not get to Saint Olaf on a regular basis,
the recurring online gifts did, safely and securely. Setting up a recurring
gift can be done through the Saint Olaf website, www.SaintOlaf.org/
GIVE. If you need assistance, contact Mary Kennedy in the parish office,
or mkennedy@SaintOlaf.org.
SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 6

FROM SILENT NIGHT
TO JOY TO THE WORLD
by Joel Anderson, Director of Music

During Advent, we are called to
quieter reflection and anticipation
in order to prepare for the joy of
celebrating Christmas. One way in
which we reflect this musically at
Saint Olaf is by reducing the role
of the organ in worship, in a few
small ways. The overall tone of the
organ is somewhat more subdued
in Advent; for example, by refraining
from the use of some of the more
brilliant types of organ pipes. A more
obvious change is the elimination of
the prelude; and the transformation
of the postlude into a quieter sortie.
Throughout most of the year, the
prelude, before the bells ring to
signal the start of Mass, serves
to set the tone for the liturgical
celebration. It can be soothing and
meditative, or it can be bright and
animated. No matter the overall
character of the musical elements,
it is an abstract but visceral way
of reflecting on the scriptures,
prayers, or themes of the day. The
postlude, on the other hand, reflects
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a culmination of the liturgy, and is
often like an auditory exclamation
point saying, “go, be Christ to the
world!” Eliminating the instrumental
prelude and the exclamatory forms
of the postlude during Advent is a
way to manifest and accentuate
the inner quietness and preparation
we are called to observe during the
season. In place of the prelude, we
often sing the Introit chant proper
to each Sunday liturgy. These chants
offer the opportunity to enter more
deeply into the different prayers
and messages that we experience
each week in Advent. The chants
themselves are often very beautiful
and introspective, offer a unique
type of opportunity for meditation,
and a connection with history and
tradition. There is nothing quite like
the aesthetic of Gregorian chant that
mystically proclaims, “this is ancient
music of the Church!”

Nativity of Jesus Christ, and what
better way to do that than by singing
familiar carols, festive choir anthems,
and enjoying special instrumental
music fit for the season? The brilliant
joy unique to the Christmas season,
a comfort during this time of year
when the days are shortest and
the nights are long, is reflected in
our songs. The Christmas season
continues until January 9 this year.
Contemporary consumer society
quickly packs away its Christmas
spirit after December 25th, and some
may wonder why we are singing “Joy
to the World” or other carols well into
January. The wisdom of the Church
teaches us to continue celebrating
the joyful Christmas season until we
arrive liturgically at the Baptism of
the Lord.

Then in Ordinary Time, we return to
the practice of “ordinary” preludes
and postludes before and after
The Christmas season, conversely, Mass, but let us keep in mind that,
is all about celebrating the joy of the even though Ordinary Time takes

up the bulk of the liturgical year,
there is nothing “ordinary” about the
celebration of Mass during Ordinary
Time! It is always a divine celebration
where Christ enters our midst in
the Eucharist, and our mere mortal
voices join together with those of the
angels and saints to glorify God in
an unending hymn of praise. We on
earth are only a part of the equation,
every time we sing the “Holy, Holy,
Holy.” Just as we are in the world,
but not of the world, the prelude and
postlude music help to evoke the
holy nature of the liturgy, to set aside
the hustle and bustle of daily life, to
set the tone and the synopsis of the
liturgical celebration, and bring our
minds and hearts toward praise and
thanksgiving.

WHEN YOU SING,
YOU PRAY TWICE!

Join the Seasonal Choir for
Christmas! Seasonal Choir sings
at 4pm Mass on Christmas Eve;
option to also sing at 12:00noon
Mass on January 1, 4:00pm Mass
on January 2, and 4:00pm Mass
on January 9. Rehearsals begin
Tuesday, November 30, at 6:30pm.
To participate, sign up with Joel
Anderson, director of music.
612-767-7628 or janderson@
saintolaf.org.

REMEMBERING SAINT OLAF
TODAY AND TOMMORROW
Have you ever considered naming Saint Olaf in your will or estate
plan? Over the years, Saint Olaf has benefitted from the generosity of
Parishioners who did just that, they named Saint Olaf in their will or
estate plan. We are very thankful for these “Forever Gifts.” Remember to
work with a qualified financial planner to determine what works best for
you and thank you for your prayerful consideration of Saint Olaf.
The Saint Olaf Endowment Fund is another vehicle to provide a “Forever
Gift” to our parish. The funds of this permanent endowment are managed
by Catholic Community Foundation and the money is invested wisely
through their managing officers in established institutions that support
Catholic values. A percentage of the interest from these funds is granted
to the parish annually and as the endowment grows, so does the income
from this forever gift. Last year, Saint Olaf received over $5,000 for the
parish use from the Saint Olaf Endowment Fund. This year in celebration
of Saint Olaf’s Eightieth Anniversary we took $80,000 from a bequest
and added it to grow the Saint Olaf Endowment Fund. We welcomed
parishioners and friends of Saint Olaf to join us in by making a one-time
gift in honor of our anniversary or to make plans to give a “Forever Gift”
to Saint Olaf’s Endowment Fund through a will or estate plan. We have
now grown the permanently endowed portion from $160,000 to over
$309,000. Supporting Saint Olaf with a “Forever Gift” helps you help us
to continue the legacy of Saint Olaf in the heart of the city.
SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 8

WE ARE ON HOLY GROUND:

SAINT OLAF/AEON HOUSING PROJECT
by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

Exodus chapter 3 contains the
familiar story of Moses and the
burning bush. Moses saw that the
bush was on fire, but also noted
it was not being consumed by the
flames. As he drew closer, the Lord
told him to stop and remove his
sandals, for he was standing on Holy
Ground.
Recognizing something as Holy is a
common and important practice of
the community of faith. When Saint
Olaf was founded 80 years ago, the
community gathered and the new
parish was blessed as a reminder
to the people that the actions and
mission to serve is Holy. With each
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new addition to or renovation of the Ground. We have a beautiful park
building, the place was blessed for named after Saint Francis. We have
mission.
our wonderful worship spaces in the
church and chapel for prayer in joy
Likewise, at the conclusion of a and sorrow, and to worship God in
funeral, we bring the remains of thanksgiving for the many gifts we
our loved one to their final place of receive. We have places to study and
rest, and the ground is sprinkled socialize, and much is dedicated to
with holy water as a sign of hope in the Samaritan Ministry to serve our
the Resurrection on the last days. guests experiencing homelessness
Farmers and gardeners may bless and poverty.
the fields in anticipation of a good
growing season to nourish God’s It is this piece of service that connects
people with fruit of the earth. That the Saint Olaf story of today to the
same ground may be blessed again story of God’s voice in Exodus. We
in thanksgiving for the harvest.
hear God say to Moses that he
sees the misery of the people, and
The Saint Olaf campus is indeed Holy commands Moses to lead the people

to the promised land. Moses says
who am I to take on those evil ones?
A question we might ask ourselves
today!

PROGRAMS AND
MINISTRY NEWS

God provides the answer; God tells
Moses He will be with him, just as
God remains with us on our Holy
Ground today. In the name of God
Saint Olaf has seen the misery
and affliction of God’s people, and
proclaimed we will do something
about it. Our partnership with Aeon
continues to make great progress.
Funding sources are being lined up,
a contractor has been selected and
concept plans now reaching over
500 units of affordable housing
unfold every week. The misery of
God’s people is being attended to by
our efforts.
As this edition goes to print, workers
are scheduling times to bore large
holes into our Holy Ground to test
the soil and make sure it is worthy
for this holy project. We will need
to break some ground before we
have the ground breaking! Catholic
Charities still plans to move to their
new facility by June.
As the temps get cooler, I do not
recommend removing your shoes
when walking on the Holy Ground
of Saint Olaf. However, we can all
engage the sacred and care for
God’s people by our participation
and support of the parish and her
ministries.
More information about the project
can always be found at SaintOlaf.
org/housingproject, click on the
“What’s New: Saint Olaf/Aeon Housing
Project” box on the front page of our
website, or call the parish office.

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER (DTE)
has decided to take a pause after
more than 16 years of facilitating
open discussions about race, racism
and white privilege. These twicemonthly events were sponsored
without charge by Bethesda
Missionary Baptist Church (Pastor
Arthur Agnew) and Saint Olaf
Catholic Church (parishioner Bill
Keatts), and open to all. The vision
was in its founding and continued to
this day, to provide an environment
where people of all walks-of-life can
openly discuss any aspect of racism.
The pause seeks to refresh
leadership and to evaluate the future
sustainability of our DTE group.
Throughout these years of learning
and sharing we’ve come to a deeper
understanding of each other as well

as ourselves. It is our hope that
these relationships that have been
built will continue and grow.
During this time, we are reaching out
to you, our faithful DTE community.
We’re seeking help from individuals
with a strong commitment to racial
justice, committed to the value of
Discussions That Encounter and
interested in considering taking
on roles that would support the
continuation of DTE. Specific help
needed: Leadership Team, technical
assistance, tech responsibilities,
communication, etc.
To offer assistance and/or to learn
more please contact: Rozz Sampson,
612-501-1310 or rozzs@comcast.
net if interested. We hope to be
contacting you as soon as possible
with an update of the future of DTE.
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GRANTS, GIFTS
AND GRATITUDE

Support for the mission of the
gospel and the Saint Olaf parish
comes in many forms. Whether it
is weekly contributions coming in
through envelopes or electronic
giving, or special, one-time gifts or
grants for specific parish ministries,
combined together this backing
helps strengthen the call “to serve
as a living sign of Christ’s saving
presence in the heart of the city.”
Samaritan Ministry has received
support from: folks sharing their
stimulus checks because they were
doing OK, from someone who sold
their house, realized a tremendous
profit, and just had to share some of
it with those in need, and, someone
who said Saint Olaf is “an occasional
but integral part of their life” and
wanted to support the mission. We
also want to express our gratitude
for special grants received:
•

The John G. and Lois M. McNutt
Fund of The Minneapolis
Foundation, $800 to help family
assistance during the holidays.

•

Archbishop Hebda designated
Saint Olaf $4,000 from an
anonymous donor “to help the
poor and marginalized”.
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FAITHFUL CITIZENSHIP

As this edition of the Saint Olaf
newsletter arrives in your home,
Minneapolis will have finished one
of the most consequential elections
in recent memory, featuring city
charter questions and offices. The
configuration of elected officials
will be tasked with providing
deliberations and decisions
regarding issues critical to the life
and dignity of the city’s citizens,
visitors and businesses. Catholic
social teaching compels us in faith to
be well-informed and to participate
in the exercise of citizenship by
voting. Participation must not stop
with voting!
The Catholic social teaching
document Forming Consciences
for Faithful Citizenship reminds us,
“Catholics may choose different
ways to respond to compelling social
problems, but we cannot differ on
our moral obligation to help build
a more just and peaceful world
through morally acceptable means,
so that the weak and vulnerable

are protected and human rights and
dignity are defended” (#20).
Our experience as individuals and
as part of the various groups/
communities we join, is important
for building up the common good.
Your voice is needed! Share for the
sake of our city, out of concern for
state issues when the MN legislature
convenes in January 2022, or to
engage with the national issues in
the race to the mid-term elections
one year from now.
Together we are building the
beautiful Body of Christ as a work
in progress here at Saint Olaf. Let’s
bring this experience to the wider
community and share God’s reign
of love, compassion and justice with
the world around us. Additional
information may be found at Catholic
Charities,
www.cctwincities.org/
advocate,
Minnesota
Catholic
Conference at www.mncatholic.org,
and the Joint Religious Legislative
Coalition, www.jrlc.org.

SUCCESSFUL RETURN TO BRUSH
WITH KINDNESS PROJECT
by Mike Burakowski, Parishioner and Trustee

Saint Olaf volunteers were some of the first to return
to two A Brush With Kindness projects this summer,
coordinated by Habitat for Humanity. A Brush With
Kindness focuses on scraping, painting and minor repairs
to existing homes and welcomed volunteers again in
August 2021, following COVID precautions that included
online videos and pre-registration to ensure the safety
of project leaders and volunteers. Homeowners were
grateful for our presence and the transformation of their
homes – a fresh coat of paint and a new set of stairs for

our first project.
A huge thank you to the Saint Olaf volunteers who
worked two days on two projects in south Minneapolis
– unfortunately, our third day was rained out – and to
the generous donors who contributed financially to the
project. We look forward to another Brush With Kindness
project in 2022 as we continue to serve as a living sign
of Christ’s saving presence in the heart – and just south
of - the city.
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AN EAGLE SCOUT HELPS OUR
BANNERS FLY AGAIN

In 2020, Saint Olaf was approached
by parishioner Gabriel Schmidt
inquiring as to whether or not he
could partner with Saint Olaf in
order to plan, develop, and execute
a leadership project as he worked
towards his Eagle Scout Award,
the highest award available in the
Scouting program. This rank is
accomplished by about 8% of Scouts
and is achieved by actively working up
through the scout ranks, completing
21 merit badge certifications, serving
the troop as a leader, participating in
scout conferences, and successfully
planning, submitting, and completing
an Eagle Scout service project. Add
in completing this task in the midst
of a pandemic, and you have some
idea of the great commitment Gabe
Schmidt shared with Saint Olaf.

Paul Archambault, whose company
Stinson Electric assisted Gabe with
this project. Congratulations, Gabe
Schmidt on achieving the Eagle
Scout Award.

The project Gabe settled on with
Saint Olaf was to update our bell
tower pulley system. Saint Olaf is
appreciative of Gabe’s dedication and
successful completion of the project.
We are grateful for David Greif, who
served as Gabe’s project mentor, and
the talents shared by parishioner

Finally applying to be an Eagle
Scout makes me think back to all
the experiences I’ve had over the
many years of scouting. From being
a cub scout to crossing over and
joining Troop 33. I was taught many
things by the older scouts, the junior
leaders, as well as many other adult
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leaders involved in scouting. Take for
example, how to tie knots. Where
else could I have learned the tautline hitch or sheet bend knot? How
about practical skills including how
to light a fire in different styles and
Eagle Scout Application Project how to cook over both an open fire
and Statement - Gabriel J. Schmidt, and a propane stove? Priceless
Troop 33
skills. As I grew older, I was able to
Eagle Scout Project: Saint Olaf further learn and even master these
hasn’t hung banners and flags in aspects in scouting and pass on the
many years on their bell tower knowledge to younger scouts. These
due to the complicated process of skills will prove to have great value
getting the flags hoisted up. The as I now move forwards with my life
old pulley system consisted of two after scouting on to college next year.
hand cranks. Both hand cranks have Earning my Eagle Rank is one of the
suffered lots of aging and strain and highlights of my life thus far. Having
no longer work. I plan to give them the opportunity to create, design,
a new updated 21st century system learn, serve and lead has taught me
with simple motors and remote- that perseverance is necessary. I am
control access.
so grateful for the opportunity to
help Saint Olaf, my home parish, to
once again hang banners for the city
to see. This project holds a special
place in my heart. I would like to
thank Mary Kennedy, Jake Rea, my
project mentor, David Greif, and all
the people that believed in me. I hope
to see banners flying for a long time!

GIVING TREES HELP MAKE
THE SEASON BRIGHT
For many, many years, this time of year has brought out
holiday trees adorned with a variety of colorful paper
ornaments with requests for gifts for guests of Samaritan
Ministry and the 94 residents of Exodus next door to Saint
Olaf. This year will be no exception. Sadly, the needs of those
we are called to serve continue to grow. If you are able to
come to Mass here at Saint Olaf, check out the Giving Tree
located under the skylight near the 8th Street entrance.
Select an ornament or two or more and follow the suggested
options listed. Return the gifts to the reception desk when
you return to the parish for Mass. If you are not able to
come to Saint Olaf for Mass (and there are many of you and
we really respect why this is not possible), you may send a
check marked “Giving Tree” to the parish or donate online
and direct it to Samaritan Ministry on the donation window.
You may also shop online and have the gifts sent directly to
Saint Olaf. What is needed? The following suggestions are
intended to help guide your giving:
For Exodus Residents:
• Men’s winter hat, gloves/mittens, scarf set
• Women’s winter hat, gloves/mittens, scarf set
• $10 Target Card
• Personal Hygiene Items (body wash, lotion, lip balm,
razors, shaving cream, etc.)
• Warm socks
For Families:
• $25 Cub Foods gift cards
• $25 and $50 Target Cards
To help bolster Samaritan Ministry Clothing Closet
Inventory:
• Men’s winter coats (sizes XL, 2X, 3X)
• Women’s winter coats (sizes large, XL, 2X)

Annual Saint Olaf
Holiday Open House
The Annual Saint Olaf Holiday Open House is
tentatively scheduled for Monday, December
6 from 7:15am-3:30pm. Parish members and
visitors, Samaritan Ministry guests and volunteers
are all welcome. Students from Totino-Grace High
School are scheduled to help and then will perform
their holiday concert that evening. Watch the
weekly bulletin for the latest COVID-19 status in
case we need to postpone the event.
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Adult
Shelter
Connect
ADULT SHELTER CONNECT:
“CAN ANYONE SAY CUPCAKES?!?!”
by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
In the midst of difficult challenges County, Simpson staff established
related to securing overnight shelter the ASC to help adult guests without
for those requesting it, it’s important dependents to find available shelter
to pause and mark important space in real time. There is a separate
milestones that strengthen the system for families. Reservations can
foundation of one’s mission. be made and guests can be confident
When that mission is shared in a bed will be there for them when
collaboration with shelter providers they arrive at the assigned time. In
in Minneapolis, Hennepin County, the past, guests often walked from
Simpson Housing Services and one shelter to the next looking for
of course, Saint Olaf, the serious space. This was exhausting and
business at hand enjoyed a moment would sometimes end with no space
to acknowledge the efforts made to available. Stats were not well kept to
strengthen the shelter resources in inform county officials about space
needs. Imagine making this trek with
our community.
the evening temps coming our way
Simpson Housing Services invited for the next several months.
participants who made the Adult
Shelter Connect (ASC) both a reality Saint Olaf was selected to serve as
and a strength since it began five host site for ASC because we have
years ago in Saint Olaf Cowley accessible space open seven days/
Hall in the lower level of the parish week, we are on major public transit
complex. In contract with Hennepin routes, and geographically central
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to the five shelters. ASC staff with
the support of Saint Olaf staff and
volunteers stepped up even more
to keep guests connected when
pandemic protocols necessitated
working by phones only. Saint Olaf
is proud to share this critical mission
with so many collaborators in the
community. It is only when working
together that lasting change will
be made to end homelessness.
Members and visitors who support
the parish help make this effort with
ASC possible as well. Thus, on a late
October afternoon, we gathered in
person (for the first time in a long
time), shared a cupcake, coffee, and a
socially-distant salute for five years
of shared mission. Then before it got
any colder, we all got back to work.
Happy 5th Anniversary ASC!!

PARISHIONER NEWS

BAPTISMS
Moreno, Jesus David Ramos - August 14, 2021
Lalic, Elizziirt Rui Cabiles - September 4, 2021
Briones, Francisco Ramos, Jr - September 18, 2021
Briones, Eduardo Jesus Ramos - September 18, 2021
Harty, Samuel Thomas - September 18, 2021
Akunne, Kairaluchi Nwando - October 10, 2021
WEDDINGS
Jack Andrew Savage and Marissa Elizabeth Bryer
August 27, 2021

STAFF DIRECTORY
PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney
frkkenney@saintolaf.org
Fr. Mark Wehmann
frwehmann@saintolaf.org
ADMINISTRATION

Joseph Donald Verhota and Sandra Jean Stoa
September 11, 2021

Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
mkennedy@saintolaf.org

Christopher Patrick Stevermer and Heather Marie
Jaqua
September 15, 2021

Jeanne Peterson, Finances
jeanne@saintolaf.org

Peter Steven Selness and Kayla Marie Vit
September 25, 2021
Luke Anthony Richie and Elizabeth Ashley Luke
October 2, 2021
FUNERALS
Diane Lynne McCann – August 27, 2021
Funeral - September 10, 2021
Genevieve Johnson – September 5, 2021
Funeral - September 25, 2021
Laverne “Judy” Holmes – November 25, 2020
Memorial October 6, 2021
Fr. Benard “Ben” Oleket – September 20, 2021
Memorial at Saint Olaf October 17, 2021

Tariq Rauf
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
trauf@saintolaf.org
Veronica “Vern” Reske
Admin Assistant /Hospitality Coordinator
vreske@saintolaf.org
Cedric Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
csmith@saintolaf.org
LITURGY, MUSIC, WORSHIP
Joel Anderson
Director of Music / Principal Organist
janderson@saintolaf.org
Michael Strande
Director of Liturgy
mstrande@saintolaf.org
CHARITY & JUSTICE MINISTRY
Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
mgriffin@saintolaf.org
FACILITIES
Jake Rea, Maintenance/Security
jrea@saintolaf.org
Bulmaro Garcia, Maintenance
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

FREE PARKING AT SAINT OLAF

MONDAY

Saint Olaf surface parking lot on 8th St and 3rd Ave.

TUESDAY

Minneapolis Club Ramp – across from us on 8th Street.
Saint Olaf has entered into an agreement with the
Minneapolis Club for parking on Saturdays, Sundays,
and Holy Days during Mass times.

7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ..................................................................MASS*
7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................... MASS*/CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY

7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ..................................................................MASS*

THURSDAY

7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................... MASS*/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY

7:00AM ...........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
11:00AM ....... ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
12:00PM ..................................................................MASS*

SATURDAY

12:00PM .........................................MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:30PM ........................................... ROSARY IN THE CHAPEL
4:00PM ..................................................................... MASS

SUNDAY

6:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
8:00AM ..................................................................... MASS
10:00AM ..................................................................MASS*
12:00PM ................................................................... MASS
4:00PM ..................................................................... MASS

121 Ramp – across 2nd Ave from the Church you can
enter the ramp from either 2nd Ave. or 9th St. To exit
the ramp without paying, you must have a voucher.
Vouchers are available at the Forliti Foyer Hospitality
desk or from the ushers.
10th Street surface lots and 2nd Ave – Saint Olaf has
been extended a gift of free parking, but it is ONLY for
the 10th St. and 2nd Ave. section of this lot and ONLY
for weekend and holiday Mass. You must display a “St.
Olaf” card on your dashboard. Cards are available at the
Forliti Foyer Reception desk or from the ushers.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER AND
ENVIRONMENT DONATION

* MASS IS LIVE STREAMED

YOUTUBE.COM/USER/SAINTOLAFCHURCH/LIVE

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY-FRIDAY
FOLLOWING 7:00AM MASS

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY

FOLLOWING 12:00PM MASS

ADORATION IN THE CHURCH

FRIDAY

11:00AM - 12:00PM

AFRICAN MASS

The Eucharist is celebrated with African traditions of song,
word, and global languages on the third Sunday of each
month at 12:00 noon, with preludes at 11:45am.

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE
Suggested offering is $20.00 per remembrance. Names of
honorees and donors with be posted at the church entrances.
Make checks to Saint Olaf Church with the memo “Christmas
Environment donation.” Include donation and completed
form in the collection or bring to the parish reception desk in
Forliti Foyer by December 16.
From:
In this in Honor or in Memory of?
From:
In this in Honor or in Memory of?
From:
In this in Honor or in Memory of?
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DECEMBER 2021
4

CENTERING PRAYER - 10:00AM

5

MINNESOTA CHORALE - MESSIAH SING ALONG

6

TOTINO GRACE HIGH SCHOOL BAND CONCERT

7

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION VIGIL MASS - 5:15PM

8

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION MASSES
7:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00NOON, 5:15PM

12 BOOK CLUB - 2:30 PM

JANUARY 2022
1

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD MASS
10:00AM, 12:00NOON

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY VIGIL - 4:00PM
2

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY
REGULAR SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE

8

CENTERING PRAYER - 10:00AM

9

BOOK CLUB - 2:30 PM

19 ORGAN RECITAL - 12:30PM - SAMUEL BECKMAN

15 ORGAN RECITAL - 12:30PM - RICHARD GRAY
18

ADVENT EXTENDED CONFESSION
12:30PM - 3:30PM

24

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
4:00PM, 6:00PM, MIDNIGHT

25

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
6:00AM, 8:00AM, 10:00AM, 12:00NOON, 4:00PM*

26

MOST HOLY DAY OF JESUS, MARY, AND JOSEPH
REGULAR SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
*See Fr. Kevin’s article on page 4

CHANNEL 6 CHRISTMAS
BROADCAST SCHEDULE:

25 12:00AM - Broadcast of Christmas Eve Mass
25 11:00AM - Replay of Christmas Eve Mass
26 - No broadcast of Sunday Mass, live stream only

FEBRUARY 2022
5

CENTERING PRAYER - 10:00AM

13 BOOK CLUB - 2:30 PM
16 ORGAN RECITAL - 12:30PM - JACOB BENDA
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Serving as a living sign of Christ’s
saving presence in the heart of the city.
Live stream the Sunday Mass at 10:00 am: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live
Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00pm and Mondays at 10:00 am on
MCN Cable TV Channel 6 and YouTube.

LIVE STREAM SUNDAY & DAILY MASS

Streams for our Mon-Fri 12:00 noon Mass
& our Sunday 10:00 am Mass on YouTube:
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live
Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on
the website: www.SaintOlaf.org/media

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday: 7:00am, 12:00noon

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday: 4:00pm vigil
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am,
12:00noon, 4:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Monday-Friday: following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday:
following 12:00 noon Mass
SAINTOLAF.ORG

PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor
Fr. Mark Wehmann
CONTACT
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org
OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday: Closed

CONTACT PARISH ADVISORY
BOARD OR FINANCIAL ADVISORY
BOARD CHAIR WITH ANY
QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS AT:
FAB@saintolaf.org
PAB@saintolaf.org

