
SPRING 2021 • NEWSLETTER OF SAINT OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH, DOWNTOWN MINNEAPOLIS, MN

SAINT OLAF NEWS

LENT & THE SACRED
PASCHAL TRIDUUM

pages 3 & 4
ARISE FROM THE ASHES

page 8pages 6- 7



Serving as a living sign of 
Christ’s saving presence in 

the heart of the city.

CONTENTS
2 A MESSAGE FROM FR. KEVIN KENNEY

3 LENT

4 THE SACRED PASCHAL TRIDUUM

6-7 CELEBR-EIGHTY REFLECTIONS

8 ARISE FROM THE ASHES

9 SAMARITAN MINISTRY PANDEMIC STYLE

9 SAINT OLAF AFFORDABLE HOUSING PROJECT

10 SIMPSON AND SAINT OLAF CATHOLIC CHURCH: A VALUED 
PARTNERSHIP IN THE CRITICAL WORK OF ENDING 
HOMELESSNESS

11 VOICES OF FAITH

13 OF MINISTRY & MUSIC

The Events of Days Not To Be Forgotten

SAINTOLAF.ORG • PAGE 2

I spent a semester in Jerusalem during 
my seminary years and I have been 
on tours to the Holy Land a few times 
over the past years. Each trip gave me 
an experience of the life of Jesus and 
to walk where Jesus walked is truly a 
blessing. Lent and Easter bring me back 
to many of the experiences we had and 
the people I met along the way.
The days were cloudy and overcast. 
The autumn chill began to set in. I 
would walk some days from Tantur 
to Jerusalem and other days I would 
venture into Bethlehem. Taking the bus 
seemed trite but when it was raining, it 
was a blessing. Taking in where Jesus 
was born, grew up, walked, preached, 
performed miracles and prayed was a 
sure delight. Spending time on Calvary, 
the Mount of Olives and Pilate’s House 
reinforced the sacrifice Jesus made for 
us. Being able to see these locations and 
spend time in prayer and reflection was 
truly a gift.
During my semester in Jerusalem there 
was not much free time but when 
there was, I’d venture out and explore. 
Many times, when I would find myself 
walking through the “Old City”, I’d glance 
here and there, trying not to make eye 
contact with too many vendors because 

I did not want to be drawn into looking 
at rugs or other artisan material. Once 
in awhile I’d enjoy a cup of tea with 
local vendors but usually tried to simply 
ponder how the streets would have 
been at the time of Jesus. If I planned 
it right, I would visit the Holy Sepulchre 
when very few people would be present 
so I could reflect for a few moments on 
Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Being able to walk into Bethlehem 
and see where Jesus was born 
never became ordinary. Visiting the 
Shepherd’s Field was one of my favorite 
locations. I met one of the families who 
own an Olive Wood Store in Bethlehem 
through another seminarian and would 
often visit and enjoy time with them. 
My high school principal was also an 
administrator at Bethlehem University, 
it was grand to be reacquainted with him 
again. Back in those days, it was easier 
to simply walk into Bethlehem and walk 
around, today there is heavier security 
and check-points one needs to cross.
Touring around the Holy Land from 
Nazareth, to the Sea of Galilee, to 
Jericho, to the Mount of Temptation and 
everywhere in between gives you the 
lay of the land and the realization of how 
far Jesus and the disciples walked. One 

day I decided to return to Jericho after 
having been there as a class. I caught 
the bus at the local bus station which 
dropped me off in the middle of town. In 
Jericho is the mount of Temptation or at 
least a monastery so I began to walk up 
the steep hill. The path ended but I kept 
going, wondering if I could look over the 
whole valley.  At one point I decided to 
turn back and realized there was not a 
path and I wondered how I would get 
down. I panicked so I sat down and 
convinced myself I could do it. I began to 
walk and found my way to the bottom. 
I stopped in a store to get something 
to drink and chatted with the owner 
and his family. I ended up staying with 
them awhile and then they drove me to 
Jerusalem and dropped me in the city. I 
was home for dinner.
Lent, Holy Week and Easter stir up in 
us many emotions and memories. Take 
time to revisit your experiences of the 
past. Remember the challenges, the 
blessings, the changes we have made. 
Spend time with Jesus. Walk with him 
through the scriptures and the Stations 
of the Cross. Sit with Jesus in the garden, 
spend time at the tomb. Receive the 
“Peace” Jesus wants to give you and, 
“Go onto the World and proclaim the 
Gospel to every creature who will listen.”

by Fr. Kevin Kenney
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ASH WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17
Ashes will be distributed at all Masses:
7:00am, 10:00am, 12:00noon, & 5:15pm.
Confessions will be heard on Ash Wednesday after the 
7:00am Mass and distribution of ashes.
Ashes will be available throughout the day. Inquire at 
the reception desk.
Ash Wednesday is a day of fast (one full meal, two small meals 
and nothing in between) for healthy adults from age 18 until 
59 and abstinence from meat for those age 14 and older.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Fridays at 12:30pm in the church (Live Streamed):
February 19, 26, March 5, 12, 19, 26.

LENTEN CONFESSIONS
Monday through Friday: after the 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, & Saturday: after the 12:00noon Mass

LENTEN EXTENDED CONFESSIONS
Saturday, March 27: 12:30pm to 3:30pm

PALM SUNDAY, MARCH 27 AND 28
Regular Mass Schedule

PALM COLLECTION
Wednesday, February 10th - Wednesday, March 31st
Old blessed palms can be burned or buried. You may 
bring them to church for disposal. Place palms in the 
baskets around Saint Olaf. 

Lent

LENTEN REGULATIONS
Fasting: Restricts  eating to one full meal and two lighter meals in the course of a single day, and prohibits eating between 
meals. This is for Catholics beginning at age 18 until their 59th birthday. Pregnant women and people who are sick are not 
obligated to fast. Such fasting is obligatory on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday.
Abstinence: Catholics older than 14 years of age may not eat meat on Ash Wednesday or any Friday of Lent.

PRAYER  
Prayer is all of the time we spend with 
God, in private, as well as communally 
in the Mass. 17 Masses are offered in 
the Main Church weekly. Monday-Friday 
the 12:00Noon Mass is Livestreamed 
on YouTube and our Facebook page.  The 
Sunday 10:00am Mass is Livestreamed 
on our YouTube channel and Facebook 
page, and we broadcast the Mass 
on MCN Cable Channel 6 at 8:00pm 
Sundays, replayed on Mondays at 
10:00am. 

ALMS/SERVICE
The needs are great in the heart of the 
city, especially during this pandemic.  
Rather than letting it overwhelm you, 
commit to finding ways you can share of 
your gifts to say “Yes” to God’s call.  A few 
minutes of your time spent in service to 
others can make all the difference.

FASTING
Giving up something that we want or 
enjoy, provides a reminder of all those 
who go without. Fasting is more than 
food. Fast from the things that lead you 
away from a meaningful relationship 
with God and others.

As we walk through this Lenten Journey, may we grow closer in our relationship to God by practicing the disciplines 
of Prayer, Alms/Service, and Fasting.
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No confessions are heard during the Sacred Triduum.
HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 1
(No 7:00am Mass; no confessions)
12:00noon: Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Live Streamed)
5:15pm: Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Incense at end of Mass)
Adoration follows in church for one hour after each Mass.
The 12:00noon Holy Thursday liturgy will be televised
on MCN Cable Channel 6 at 4:00 pm

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 2
(No 7:00am Mass; no confessions)
12:00noon: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion (Live Streamed)
3:00pm: Stations of the Cross (Live Streamed)
5:15pm: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Good Friday is a day of fast for healthy adults from age 18 
until 59, and abstinence from meat for those age 14 and 
older. This Paschal fast may be extended until the Easter 
Vigil in memory of Christ’s suffering, in solidarity with all who 
are hungry, and in prayer for those preparing to receive the 
sacraments at the Easter Vigil. 
The 12:00noon Good Friday liturgy will be televised on MCN 
Cable Channel 6 at 4:00pm

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 3
(No 12:00noon or 4:00pm Masses; no confessions)
8:00pm: Easter Vigil Mass (Festival Choir; Incense)
This liturgy lasts approximately 2 hours. It begins entirely 
in the dark with the lighting of candles. The liturgy of light 
is followed by readings and psalms recounting salvation 
history, renewal of our baptismal promises, reception of 
new members into the Church, and the celebration of 
Confirmation and Eucharist.

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 4
   6:00am (No Music)
   8:00am 
 10:00am (Incense) (Live Streamed)
 12:00noon 
    4:00pm 
10:00am Easter Sunday Mass televised on MCN Cable 
Channel 6 on Sunday, April 4 at 8:00pm and on Monday, 
April 5 at 10:00am. 
Offices are closed on Monday, April 5.
Masses on April 5 are at 7:00am and 12noon.

ASCENSION OF THE LORD
May 15 and 16
Regular Weekend Mass schedule.
As in our Archdiocese and many places around the world, the 
celebration of the Ascension of the Lord has been transferred 
to the weekend before Pentecost.

PENTECOST WEEKEND
May 22 and 23
Regular Mass Schedule
Everyone is invited to WEAR RED OR ETHNIC CLOTHING to 
Mass. 

The Sacred Paschal Triduum
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Sacramental Preparation and the Pandemic
By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

If we were baptized as infants we do not have memories of 
the important celebration. However, most of us can remember 
special moments from the first time we celebrated the 
sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist. We might also be 
able to recall critical information about what to do and what 
NOT to do from a dedicated catechist or teacher helping us 
prepare for these grace-filled occasions. Preparation for and 
celebration of the sacraments of the Church are fundamental 
to parish life.
The pandemic has added a definite wrinkle to the process since 
last March. The five children preparing last year completed 
their celebration of first Reconciliation in December and were 

finishing preparation for first Eucharist when the lockdown 
took place. They were scheduled to receive the Body and 
Blood of Christ right after Easter. They finally celebrated on 
Saint Olaf Day in July!
This year the sacramental preparation process was put on 
hold in the fall. It was just too risky to get started in person 
so the decision was made to postpone until the New Year. 
We are now working to support several children preparing 
for Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist. Please keep 
these children and their families in your prayers. We will keep 
you posted in the weekly bulletin about celebration dates and 
times.

With masks! Socially-distant without masks; First communion recipients with
Fr. Kevin Kenney, Pastor.

REMEMBER A LOVED ONE THIS EASTER
This Easter remember a loved one, living or deceased, with a gift toward Easter environment. Suggested offering is 
$20.00 per remembrance. Names of honorees will be posted at the church entrances. Make checks payable to Saint 
Olaf Church with the memo: “Easter Environment Donation”. Include donation and completed form in the collection 
or bring to the parish reception desk in Forliti Foyer by March 29.

EASTER ENVIRONMENT DONATION
Please print legibly

In memory of (deceased) From

In memory of (deceased) From

In honor of (living) From

In honor of (living) From

Donation: $20 for each rememberance Total Enclosed $
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This “Bell” Rings for Hospitality   
By Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

Margaret Bell and Archbisop Bernard Hebda at Fr. Kevin Kenney’s Installation Mass

Saint Olaf has been blessed since 1979 
with an amazing bundle of energy 
packed into the diminutive frame of our 
Parishioner Margaret Bell.  Margaret 
and her husband Don, decided to start 
searching for another parish to attend 
and as Margaret tells it, the minute she 
knelt down in the church at Saint Olaf, 
she knew she was at home. The Bells 
joined the parish and Margaret promised 
Don that they would only be attending 
Mass and not be involved in the life of 
the parish at all. 
That promise would not last very long, 
partly because as Margaret watched 
Monsignor Fleming walking through the 
pews greeting attendees before Mass, 
she understood that hospitality was 
an integral part of the ministry at Saint 
Olaf. The other reason is that someone 
told Sr. Sarah Keenan that Margaret 
had some great talents that Saint Olaf 
could use. Sr. Sarah contacted Margaret, 
encouraged her to get involved in the 
parish, and Margaret said the rest was 
history. She jumped in with both feet 

and has loved every minute of it.
While some are called to assist in 
worship or in another ministry of the 
church, Margaret knew where her heart 
was - in the kitchen and that is the only 
place she wanted to be. If there was an 
event with food and drink or any type of 
hospitality, that was where you would 
find Margaret Bell, putting the perfect 
final touches to make every event run 
as smooth as silk. Funeral luncheons, 
special events, wedding receptions, and 
more, all enjoyed the “Margaret Bell 
Touch.” The list of community events 
that came and went, as well as the ones 
that came and stayed, were all a part of 
Margaret Bell’s Hospitality Collection.  
Some of these events included: The 
Women’s Club Monthly Dinners, Saint 
Olaf Bazaar, Pancake Breakfast – 
complete with monikered aprons, Ole’s 
Café, St. Patrick’s Day Luncheon, and 
whatever Chef Bruce Tyler cooked up 
or Fr. Forliti dared to dream. Each and 
every one of these Saint Olaf events for 
the last 42 years, were enhanced by the 

great work of Margaret Bell.
Margaret turns 99 this spring – she is 
not one to hide her age from others, but 
watching her at the events at Saint Olaf, 
not one person would EVER believe that 
to be true. She can speed walk around 
many of us and her eyes never miss a 
detail that needs to have some of the 
“Margaret Bell Touch.” To be sure, the 
pandemic has taken the wind out of her 
sails. She hasn’t been to church recently, 
nor left her home for more than a 
grocery run. However, just like the rest 
of us, Margaret itches to be back doing 
hospitality events at Saint Olaf and we 
cannot wait either. As we celebrate our 
80th anniversary, we salute Margaret 
Bell and her gift of bringing Saint Olaf 
Hospitality and welcome to thousands. 
Let us all join in prayer that we persevere 
to that day when once again we can 
join one another with a cup of coffee 
and a pancake or a cookie and enjoy 
some Margaret Bell Worthy Saint Olaf 
Hospitality. 
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My Reflection on Mother 
Teresa’s Visit to Saint Olaf

By Mary Beth Liekhus
As is the case today, in 
1974 Saint Olaf was known 
for the generosity of its 
parishioners and visitors 
when there was a mission 
appeal. It was our honor 
that year to host Mother 
Teresa of Calcutta when 
she came to Minneapolis 
to present an appeal for 
the Missionaries of Charity, 
the order she founded in 
1950 (the year I was born). 
I was there that evening. 
I remember her standing 
at the ambo near the altar, 
in her blue and white sari-
style habit. How tiny she 
was! She looked ancient to 
me (she was only 64), but 
she sounded young and 
strong. After her talk, I saw 
her go into the congregation 
to greet a woman in a 
wheel chair. Later, my choir 
director, Fritz Griswold, 
told me that the woman 
asked Mother Teresa “What 
can someone like me do 
for you? I don’t have any 
money for the collection 
basket.” Fritz said Mother 
Teresa told the woman, 
“You can do a lot.  You can 

pray.” Mother invited her to 
become a Prayer Warrior. 
That was the first time I had 
heard that term. I realized 
Mother Teresa was inviting 
all of us to join her mission 
as prayer warriors – part of 
our sacramental call to be 
“Soldiers of Jesus Christ.” I 
took it to heart.
When I served on the Parish 
Advisory Board for Fr. Pavlik, 
we recommended that 
Saint Olaf establish a Prayer 
Line – one of the fruits of 
that visit in 1974. Anyone 
can request to be notified of 
the prayer requests, which 
are identified with initials 
only for privacy, in order to 
pray for them. The Saint 
Olaf website receives prayer 
requests from all over the 
world! Anyone can ask for 
our prayers.
I think it was Mother Teresa 
who said that God always 
answers our prayers – the 
answer is either “Yes”, “Not 
yet”, or “I have a better idea.” 
We know who said to “Pray 
without ceasing” and “Ask 
and you shall receive.”

Saint Olaf Memories
By Ken Ross

Some years ago, I played trumpet with a brass quartet that 
was regularly hired to play at Saint Olaf for Easter Sunday and 
the Vigil. In those days, the organ was moved forward, with 
the quartet directly behind it and next to the walkway in front 
of the first pew. 
One year (sadly, I don’t remember precisely which year) at the 
10:00AM Mass, after the quartet had completed our prelude 
selections and we were getting the rest of the music in order, 
one of the ushers tapped me on the shoulder. He pointed to 
the balcony, where a group was filling up a couple of the pews. 
“I met them at the main door”, he said. It was a group of New 
York Yankees, in town to play the Twins later that afternoon in 
the Metrodome!
Apparently, Derek Jeter had gone through their hotel, knocking 
on doors. “Come on, boys”, he told them. “It’s Easter Sunday, 
and we’re going to Church!”
My attitude toward the Yankees changed significantly that day.
Note: Thanks to Parishioner, Patrick Borzi, it was determined that 
this Easter Sunday game was held on April 16, 2006.  The Twins 
were unable to sweep that 3-game series, losing to the Yankees 9 
-3 on that Easter Sunday.
Saint Olaf has always been a great supporter of Minnesota sports, 
especially with the addition of Target Field, the Metrodome, and 
now, US Bank Stadium.  In 1987 and again in 1991, Saint Olaf 
raised a banner on the bell tower celebrating the World Series 
Champions.  The banner proclaimed, “Vincite Gemini” (Win Twins).  
For several post seasons after, the banner was raised with 
hopes, but eventually lowered in defeat, and the banner was 
decommissioned around 2009.
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Arise from the Ashes
By Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator

1953 Saint Olaf Ash Wednesday Fire Saint Olaf aerial photo of destruction

“Into each life some rain must fall.”  - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
Saint Olaf celebrates its 80th 
anniversary this year and although 
this church is much more than the 
building in which we celebrate, it must 
be noted that this structure has seen 
humanity at its highest, lowest, and 
everywhere in between; celebrations 
and suffering, prayer and petition, 
sanctuary and salvation. In the last 
365 days alone, many of us have felt 
each one of these emotions, along with 
frustration, loneliness, and fear, as well 
as happiness, joy, and gratitude. To 
experience the highs, we also have to 
endure the lows.  In a quote famously 
misattributed to Winston Churchill, “If 
you’re going through hell, keep going.” 
Regardless of who coined this phrase, it 
does give meaning to the thought that 
regardless of the pain, we just have to 
keep placing one foot in front of another. 
More importantly, we need to remember 
we are not walking this journey alone.
It was the evening of Ash Wednesday 
in 1953 when smoldering ashes ignited 
and before they could be discovered, 
the Church of Saint Olaf was engulfed 
in flames. News of the fire travelled 
quickly and crowds gathered in disbelief 
as the fire raged. Priests of Saint Olaf 
and nearby volunteers worked hard to 
salvage what they could. In the light of 

the next morning, the carnage and loss 
was shocking, but thankfully no lives 
were lost. More importantly, this faith 
community was alive and well.  
The church here at the corner of 8th 
Street and 3rd Avenue could have ended 
after the fire. However, burnt wood and 
crumbled stone could not quash the 
spirit and determination of this faith 
community. The minds and hearts of 
Fr. Cowley, the leaders, and members 
of Saint Olaf were fixed on the mission 
and ministry. For if they just threw in 
the towel after the Ash Wednesday fire, 
who would have been here to minister 
to the faithful and provide comfort to 
those at risk in the heart of this city? The 
community of Saint Olaf was energized 
to pick up, salvage what could be saved, 
and build upon those sacred ashes.
Rebuild they did. In a little over two 
years, Saint Olaf once again threw open 
its doors to pray, serve, and share our 
Catholic faith in the heart of the city.
2020 tested us again with flames of 
a worldwide pandemic, social unrest 
in the wake of George Floyd’s death, 
and political turmoil. The pandemic 
that began just over a year ago has 
taken a toll on this world. We have lost 
family, friends, and thousands of souls’ 
unknown to us. We have been saddened 

by our seclusion from one another and 
mourn the loss of human touch. We have 
lost income and opportunities but in the 
midst of all of this, we are not alone. 
We have been bolstered by the heroes 
in the medical and technology field who 
have courageously worked to care for us 
and create the path out of this trauma. 
We have been strengthened by God’s 
call for us to carry peace and justice in 
our hearts and actions. Saint Olaf has 
remained open throughout, ministering 
to the faithful and serving those in need.
Saint Olaf will arise from these ashes 
as well. We know why we are here and 
how we will remain. Our mission is alive 
and well, to serve as the living sign of 
Christ’s saving presence in the heart of 
the city. We are strong because of you, 
our Parishioner, Associate Parishioner, 
frequent guest, or brand-new visitor. 
Your prayers with us in liturgies 
celebrated here and livestreamed 
deepen the faith of all. Your gifts shared 
help us open wide the doors and serve 
those in need. This past Ash Wednesday, 
we received the reminder to turn away 
from sin and repent. Let us continue 
our walk through Lent together, 
strengthened as a community of faith, 
rising from the ashes to the Glory of 
Easter. We are not alone. 
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Samaritan Ministry 
Pandemic Style

By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
Thanks to the incredible support for Saint Olaf from many 
members, friends and visitors, the doors of the parish have 
remained open even when so many other places had to close. 
It was a quiet place to pray when masses were suspended. 
It was also a place of respite for our guests experiencing 
homelessness when other services were shut down. It is hard 
to shelter in place when one does not have shelter.
When COVID-19 infection rates were coming down, Samaritan 
Ministry volunteers were able to assist meeting basic needs 
of food and clothing. Volunteers had to abide by strict 
protocols by being healthy, wearing masks and practicing 
social distancing. A parishioner donated Plexiglas guards to 
protect guests and volunteers. When infection rates climbed, 
volunteers were directed to stay home but staff continued to 
help meet basic and emergency needs. 
But meeting the needs of our guests happens only when 
we have items available. Thanks to many donors, we have 
clothing, especially winter gear, food and other resources 
to assist. Generous Giving Tree response over the holidays 
made a significant difference in helping guests stay warm 
this winter season. Financial support also meant we could 
purchase scarce items and keep our inventory stocked.
This edition of the newsletter begins in winter and ends in 
spring. Accordingly, we need donations to cover a variety of 
seasonal weather. Please check your closets. We accept only 
CLEAN, new or GENTLY used men’s and women’s clothing, 
especially jeans and other work pants, durable shoes and 
boots, and winter gear. We also collect and distribute 
household goods to support guests when they move into a 
new apartment; kitchen items, bedding, towels and cleaning 
supplies.
Thanks to you the pandemic is no match for Saint Olaf 
Samaritan Ministry!

Saint Olaf Affordable 
Housing Project

by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
The partnership between Saint Olaf and Aeon, the affordable 
housing developer selected to build affordable units on the 
Exodus and parking lot parts of the parish site, has moved 
from negotiating an agreement to making plans for housing! 
Representatives from the parish and Aeon meet monthly to 
get updates and to discuss issues, questions, and concerns 
regarding the project.
The question is often raised about why more affordable 
housing isn’t built. The simple but challenging response is 
funding. Market-rate development can put together a financing 
formula to demonstrate how rents will cover the costs over 
the life of the mortgage used to construct the building. Profit 
is incorporated and investors are usually ready to sign on to 
projects, especially in strong housing markets. 
Affordable housing development projects have to secure 
financing to help cover construction costs and the mortgage 
over a period of time when rents alone will not. Affordable 
units are subsidized to help low and fixed income folks be able 
to live in safe, decent, housing within their income means. 
Investors will often need to accept lower returns over longer 
periods of time. 
Bonds and other funding from local, state and sometimes 
federal entities are used, but competition for these dollars is 
fierce. The budgetary impact from the pandemic also adds a 
challenge to this process. Large donations are also sought to 
help drive down construction and financing costs. The Saint 
Olaf/Aeon project has received notable financial support 
from Westminster Presbyterian Church here in downtown 
Minneapolis. 
Aeon’s team is working tirelessly to put together the complex 
package necessary to make the housing project a reality. 
Timelines will likely need to be adjusted as things unfold. There 
is also a strong likelihood that these adjustments could lead to 
even more affordable units being added to the project. 
Catholic Charities currently leases the Exodus building from 
the parish to provide health supportive housing. Originally 
scheduled to end in June, the agency recently asked Saint Olaf 
to extend the lease into spring of 2022 when the renovations 
of their new facility near Elliot Park will be completed. This 
delay was anticipated and is not expected to adversely impact 
the housing project going forward. 
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Simpson and Saint Olaf Catholic Church: A Valued 
Partnership in the Critical Work of Ending Homelessness

By Beth Schultz-Smith and Sarah Broich, Simpson Housing Services

The Hennepin County Adult Shelter 
Connect (ASC) office plays an essential 
role in providing safe shelter and 
resources to single adults experiencing 
homelessness, especially during these 
challenging times of COVID-19 and 
unprecedented levels of unsheltered 
homelessness. An average number of 
60 individuals seek shelter at ASC each 
day, and all shelters in Hennepin County 
serving single adults are at capacity 
much of the time. Men’s shelter space is 
at 100% capacity daily, and an average 
number of 25 men are turned away 
daily due to lack of space. Since late 
March, ASC has helped more than 4,000 
individuals access safe shelter.
Simpson has worked with shelter 
partners in the Single Adult Collaborative 
and Hennepin County to add another 
200 beds to the shelter system for 
the winter months. An expansion of 
women’s shelter beds, including 20 new 
shelter beds added to Simpson’s shelter 
in September and a new women’s 
shelter opened by the Salvation Army in 
December, has helped significantly with 
women’s shelter space. 
Recently, the ASC office launched a 
diversion program and hired two full-

time diversion specialists. By offering 
support and resources to guests 
experiencing unstable housing, staff 
help individuals avoid a stay in shelter 
and increase their likelihood of remaining 
in housing.
All five single adult shelter providers 
continue to successfully move people 
from shelter into transitional and 
permanent supportive housing. 
Simpson Housing Services is grateful 
for the partnership with the Saint Olaf 
congregation in this critical work of 
ending homelessness in our community. 
Saint Olaf is providing a temporary office 
space for Simpson staff while their 
new office at 160 Glenwood Avenue 
in Minneapolis is under construction. 
Their new office space will open in the 
summer of 2021.
It is an exciting time at Simpson as the 
agency recently announced the launch 
of its new Simpson Community Shelter 
and Apartments. Simpson is committed 
to designing and executing a national 
best practice shelter model at the site 
of Simpson United Methodist Church, 
home of its current shelter. The low-
barrier space will include 70 beds and 

42 units of permanent supportive 
housing intentionally designed to meet 
the short-term housing needs of shelter 
guests.
In these challenging times, Simpson 
stays focused on its mission to house, 
support, and advocate for people 
experiencing homelessness. With 
dignity and respect for the uniqueness 
of each person, advocates help guests 
and participants get stabilized through 
safe shelter and sustainable housing.
Thank you for your participation in this 
work to end homelessness. To learn 
more or connect with Simpson’s mission, 
please visit www.simpsonhousing.org.

On December 17, the community 
joined in the 36th annual Minnesota 
Homeless Memorial to honor 197 
homeless individuals, formerly 
homeless friends, and advocates 
who passed away in 2020 through 
a virtual service of remembrance. 
View the video of the 2020 Homeless 
Memorial virtual service on Simpson’s 
website,  simpsonhousing.org.
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Voices of Faith 
In this age of mask wearing, voices can 
be very muffled. It’s not just that the 
sound has a barrier, the now hidden 
movement of another’s lips can make 
communication more strained and 
difficult. Over the last year I have 
certainly uttered, “I’m sorry, would you 
please repeat that?” or “What did you 
say?” many more times than before the 
pandemic. With some adjustments in 
volume, voices can be better heard.
Practice also helps to make one’s voice 
be heard. Finding other ways around the 
filters, barriers and conditions that keep 
one’s voice muffled can lead to better 
expression and communication. I know 
I am better at it now than I was when 
mask wearing began. I have recently 
joked with folks on the questions of 
whether we will know and understand 
each other when we no longer need to 
wear masks!?!?
Using our voice is an important part 
of being a person of faith. Whether in 
silence or out loud, we lift our voice in 
prayer to God. Voices joined together in 
worship at mass celebrates the reality 
that together we are the Body of Christ. 
To contain the virus we are called on 
to refrain from singing, another way of 
expressing ourselves in worship (unless 
we are participating with an online mass 
from home, then we need no mask 
and can sing full throated!). It is joyfully 
reassuring to experience the many ways 
members of the parish keep their voices 
involved in prayer and worship during 

these trying times.
We are also called to use our voice for 
mission. The mass ends and we are 
sent forth to share the message and our 
experience of God’s love. We speak with 
words, through our actions, and reflect 
in our attitudes and disposition the 
opportunity to love and serve the Lord. 
This loving mission is challenging, 
especially in the face of other voices in 
opposition to a mission of love. To be a 
better singer, we need to practice and 
perhaps get help from a voice teacher. 
To pray better we might read and reflect 
and draw help from a spiritual director. 
To be better at mission, Catholic social 
teaching (CST) provides guidance to help 
us strengthen our voice. CST gives voice 
to sacred Scripture and Tradition with 
principles calling us to lift up the life and 
dignity of the human person, and care 
for the common good, the poor and the 
vulnerable to name a few. Sometimes 
we need to be the voice for the voiceless.  
From these principles we bring our 
voices to the public arena with help from 
faith-based groups and organizations. 
Voicing the principles of CST has a 
claim on us at many different levels. It 
can start on the home front with the 
choices we make as consumers. Care for 
our community might involve speaking 
to elected officials at the city, county, 
state or national levels of government, 
working to advocate for public policies 
to build a better world.

by Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

But we do not want to be a lone voice 
crying out, but rather a chorus concerned 
for others. Several organizations can help 
us be well informed and provide faith-
based guidance and direction. Consider 
the following:

Minnesota Catholic Conference is the 
public policy voice of the Catholic Church 
in Minnesota. They develop and provide 
resources related to Catholic social 
teaching and help Catholics connect with 
elected officials. More information may 
be found at www.mncatholic.org or call 
651-227-8777.

Align Minneapolis has a vision “Everyone 
has access to safe, decent, stable, and 
affordable housing in Minneapolis.” Saint 
Olaf is a founding member of this interfaith 
collaboration of 17 churches, synagogues 
and mosques, and people with lived 
experience of homelessness (formerly 
DCEH, Downtown Congregations to 
End Homelessness). To learn more or 
to become an advocate go to www.
alignmpls.org.

Joint Religious Legislative Coalition (JRLC) 
promotes “interfaith advocacy for social 
justice” and is the “largest and most inclusive 
interfaith public interest group in Minnesota.” 
With a mission “Guided by God’s vision of 
the common good as reflected in Jewish, 
Christian, and Islamic traditions, the JRLC 
mobilizes religious communities to influence 
public policy in Minnesota.” To learn more go 
to www.jrlc.org. 
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PASTORAL TEAM
Fr. Kevin Kenney
frkkenney@saintolaf.org
Fr. Michael Krenik
frmkrenik@saintolaf.org
Fr. Mark Wehmann
frwehmann@saintolaf.org 

ADMINISTRATION
Mary Kennedy, Parish Administrator
mkennedy@saintolaf.org
Amber Guthmiller,
Hospitality Coordinator/Office Assistant
aguthmiller@saintolaf.org
Jeanne Peterson, Finances
jeanne@saintolaf.org
Tariq Rauf
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
trauf@saintolaf.org

Cedric Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
csmith@saintolaf.org
Derrick Smith
Forliti Foyer Receptionist/ Security
dsmith@saintolaf.org 
LITURGY-MUSIC-WORSHIP
Joel Anderson
Director of Music / Principle Organist
janderson@saintolaf.org
Matt Hinds
Sunday Afternoon Ensemble Director
mhinds@saintolaf.org

ST. OLAF CHARITY & JUSTICE MINISTRY 
Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry
mgriffin@saintolaf.org

FACILITIES 
Jake Rea, Maintenance/ Security
jrea@saintolaf.org
Bulmaro Garcia, Maintenance

STAFF DIRECTORY

PARISHIONER NEWS
BAPTISMS - NOV 2020 - JAN 2021
Blake Lewis . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 18, 2020
Hayden Nicole Rozycki . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 8, 2020
George Nanne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 31, 2021

FUNERALS - NOV 2020 - JAN 2021
Sara Chapman  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 7, 2020
Eugene Kopyar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 10, 2020
Larry Orlin Grates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . December 15, 2020
Transito Vivaldo Beltran  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 18, 2021

MARRIAGES - NOV 2020 - JAN 2021

Kaleb Thomas Carlson to Kathryn Mary Stebbins . . . . . October 2, 2020
Matthew John Jordan to Melanie Laura Keating . . . . .November 7, 2020
Encarnacion Garcia Baillon to Sabina Solas Gyzman . . . . December 12, 2020

Students “Sock it to Us!”
By Michael Griffin, Director of Social Ministry

For at least the fifth year, the 
students at St. Bartholomew 
Catholic School in Wayzata have 
really “socked it to us” by collecting 
socks for the Saint Olaf Samaritan 
Ministry clothing closet. We are not 
talking about a few bags of socks, 
either. In 2019 they broke previous 
records by donating 1,000 pairs of 
socks. Last year they broke their 
record again with 1,300 pairs. Good 
news for 2021. Students set a new 
record with 1,628 pairs of socks! 
Each year during the celebration of 
Catholic Schools Week, the Annual 
Sock Toss collection is one of the 
service projects at the school. 
Students bring in socks with their 

name attached on a piece of tape. 
Buckets are placed in the gym 
representing various prizes. The 
greater the distance the greater the 
prize! The more socks students bring 
in, the more chances they have to 
win. But everyone involved knows 
that the real winner is the guests 
served by Samaritan Ministry.
St. Bart’s principal, Patrick Fox, is a 
member at Saint Olaf along with his 
wife Michelle. He said the event was 
live-streamed this year while setting 
a new record. We are grateful for 
this creative, caring way to help our 
guests and celebrate the values of a 
Catholic education.
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE
MONDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

TUESDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS

WEDNESDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

THURSDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS

FRIDAY
7:00AM ......................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
11:00AM ....................................................................... ADORATION
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS

SATURDAY
9:00AM .................................................. CENTERING PRAYER (VIRTUAL)
12:00PM ....................................................... MASS/CONFESSIONS
4:00PM .................................................................................... MASS

SUNDAY
6:00AM .................................................................................... MASS
8:00AM .................................................................................... MASS
10:00AM .................................................................................. MASS
12:00PM .................................................................................. MASS
4:00PM .................................................................................... MASS

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
MONDAY-FRIDAY
FOLLOWING 7:00AM MASS

TUESDAY, THURSDAY, SATURDAY
FOLLOWING 12:00PM MASS

ADORATION
IN THE MAIN CHURCH BEFORE MASS
FRIDAY
11:00AM

AFRICAN MASS (3RD SUNDAY OF THE MONTH)
The Eucharist is celebrated with African traditions of song, word, 
and global languages on the third Sunday of each month at 12:00 
noon, with preludes at 11:45am.

MARCH 2021

24 RICHARD GREY ORGAN RECITAL
FOLLOWING 12:00NOON MASS

17 SAINT PATRICK’S DAY

19 SAINT JOSEPH’S DAY

11 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

25 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

28 PALM SUNDAY: REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE

Of Ministry & Music
By Patrick & Michelle Fox - Chairs of Ministry & Music

“Thank you” to all who joined the virtual Of Ministry and 
Music III and contributed to the Reserve Fund. Although we 
were not in-person, the night was full of energy, fun, and a 
few surprises. A total of $19,393 was donated to replenish 
the Saint Olaf Reserve Fund.
Check out the parish website if you would like to view the 
event. TIP:  You definitely want to watch to the very end!
Again, thank you for your participation by viewing, 
contributing, and for praying for a successful event. Watch 
for more information regarding Of Ministry and Music.
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15/16 ASCENSION OF THE LORD WEEKEND

5 EASTER MONDAY
OFFICE CLOSED

15 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

21 DEAN BILLMEYER ORGAN RECITAL
FOLLOWING 12:00NOON MASS

29 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

APRIL 2021 MAY 2021

19 JESSICA PARK
ORGAN RECITAL FOLLOWING 12:00NOON MASS

22/23 PENTECOST WEEKEND

13 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

27 DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER* .................6:00PM
Virtual event

1
HOLY THURSDAY
(NO 7:00AM MASS, NO CONFESSIONS)
MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER ............... 12:00NOON
(Live Streamed)

MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (INCENSE) ..5:15PM
Adoration follows for one hour after each Mass.

2
GOOD FRIDAY
(NO 7:00AM MASS, NO CONFESSIONS)
CELEBRATION OF LORD’S PASSION ...... 12:00NOON
(Live Streamed)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS ...................................3:00PM
(Live Streamed)

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S PASSION .....5:15PM

3
HOLY SATURDAY
(NO 12:00NOON OR 4:00PM MASSES, NO CONFESSIONS)

EASTER VIGIL MASS (INCENSE) ........................8:00PM

4
EASTER SUNDAY
MASS ...........................................................................6:00AM
MASS ...........................................................................8:00AM
MASS (INCENSE) .................................................. 10:00AM
(Live Streamed)

MASS .................................................................. 12:00NOON
MASS ...........................................................................4:00PM

By Fr. Michael Krenik
RCIA
This year we welcome two catechumens (unbaptized) and 
one candidate for Confirmation into our RCIA program (Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults). We met until Thanksgiving when 
Covid-19 restrictions put us on hold for in person classes, but 
now have started up again on January 16, 2021. They have 
been studying the Catholic faith since September and will 
continue to do so until they are fully initiated into the Church 
at our Easter Vigil on Saturday, April 3.
This year has been a struggle, as we have missed some 
Rites (The Rite of Welcome that should have taken place in 
December) but we are learning to adapt our schedule and 
expectations to the world around us. We will be using the 
Rite of Scrutiny (small proclamations of faith) this year for our 
catechumens and the Intercessory Rite, where we will offer 
intercessions on behalf of the candidate as they near the end 
of their inquiry into the faith and prepare for their full initiation 
at the Easter Vigil.
Please keep our catechumens, Sam Prest, Jr. and Wilfred (Will) 
Sweetman, and our candidate Krystanah Lumantas, in your 
prayers as they prepare for their full initiation into the Church.

*For over 15 years, Discussions that Encounter has facilitated open 
discussions about race, racism and white privilege. These events are 
sponsored free of charge by Bethesda Missionary Baptish Church (Pastor 
Arthur Agnew) and Saint Olaf Catholic Church, and open to all. The vision 
was in its founding and continues to this day to provide and environment 
where people of all walks-of-life can openly discuss any aspect of racism.
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Serving as a living sign of Christ’s
saving presence in the heart of the city.
Live stream the Sunday Mass at 10:00 am: youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live
Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00pm and Mondays at 10:00 am on 
MCN Cable TV Channel 6 and YouTube.

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 12:00noon, 4:00pm
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am,
 12:00noon, 4:00pm 
LIVE STREAM SUNDAY & DAILY MASS
Streams for our Mon-Fri 12:00 noon Mass 
& our Sunday 10:00 am Mass on YouTube: 
youtube.com/user/SaintOlafChurch/live
Saint Olaf also archives all of our Masses on 
the website: www.SaintOlaf.org/media

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday-Friday:    7:00am, 12:00noon
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Monday-Friday: following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday:
following 12:00 noon Mass

PASTORAL TEAM 
Fr. Kevin Kenney
Fr. Michael Krenik
Fr. Mark Wehmann

CONTACT 
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday-Thursday: 9:00am-4:00pm
Friday: Closed 

For updated building information and 
details on parking while at Saint Olaf, visit 
us online at saintolaf.org or check at the 
Forliti Foyer Hospitality Desk. 

Contact Parish Advisory Board or Financial 
Advisory Board Chair with any questions or 
comments at:
FAB@saintolaf.org
PAB@saintolaf.org


