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The story of St. Olaf has been told in so 
many ways by countless numbers of 
people who have been at our parish over 
the years.  In the heart of the city, the 
hearts of thousands of individuals have 
been touched by grace, fashioned by mercy, 
and broadened by acceptance as they 
experienced the ministry they received 
while they were here. Even today, the 
reason people come through our doors is 
to receive in some way the love and mercy 
of Jesus Christ.  While they encounter 
these gifts through the Sacraments 
provided, they also receive them from the 
interaction of many who offer their time, 
talent, and material resources to meet the 
various needs of all who come to St. Olaf.  

It is too much for me to imagine the 
enormous impact people who minister 
here have had throughout our history.  I 
have been aware of the many people I have 
had the privilege to work with and see 
firsthand their dedication and commitment 
to serving their brothers and sisters here 
at St. Olaf. Some of them have a high 
profile.  This is mainly due to the fact they 
are seen in the sanctuary, in the vestibule, 
in Samaritan ministry, at funeral lunches, 
and other places, too.  But there are many 

others who serve this community, only 
known by a few, who make a huge impact 
on those they reach out to.  If you add 
all of these people up, the numbers are 
staggering when you think we have been 
at our work for 77 years now.  

The various ministries we had here have 
not only given parishioners and friends 
an opportunity to serve.  The different 
ministries we have provided and still do 
today, make real connections with those 
who are on the receiving end of all we do.  
They are not only served in their need.  They 
become part of who we are even if it is only 
briefly.  Being part of us, they begin to tell 
the story of how they have been welcomed, 
received, and helped while they are here.

This issue of the St. Olaf News highlights 
various ministries we have here at this 
present time.  You will read different people 
tell the story of what they do here.  It will 
be just a snapshot.  The real story is in 
the people who volunteer here each week 
to make St. Olaf come alive in downtown 
Minneapolis.  I am fortunate to speak to 
these people. I am also in contact with 
those who have gone on to other parishes 
but were involved at St. Olaf at some point 
in their lives.  

All of these people have plenty of stories 
about individuals they helped. Some of 
these stories bring laughter in the telling 
of the experience.  The stories bring tears, 
too. But a constant thread going through 
all of the stories I hear of people helping 
people here at St. Olaf is what the individual 
experiences have given to those who help.  
It is richness, born out of blessings shared 
equally between the giver and those who 
received.  For in each encounter, people 
walk away realizing how blessed they are.  
They come to know how the richness of 
each experience has deepened their faith. 
And even in the most hopeless scenarios, 
the glimmer of hope is rekindled because 
those who minister here are present and 
available to help, listen, teach, and serve.  

I hope as you read this newsletter, you will 
pray for the success of the work we do each 
day here at St. Olaf. I hope you might be 
inspired to consider joining us in this work 
by offering a bit of your time and talent 
to our efforts. The mission of St. Olaf has 
always been enhanced when parishioners 
come forward to lend a hand.  It’s what puts 
“heart” in the heart of the city we serve 
each day and brings alive Christ’s saving 
presence to all who enter through our doors.

DEAR
FRIENDS

“The mission of St. Olaf 
has always been enhanced 

when parishioners come 
forward to lend a hand.”

Written by Father Patrick Kennedy

PLEASE NOTE: the information printed  
within these pages is correct as of Mid-
May 2018; check website for updates.
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EMPTIED AND RECHARGED

Written by Michael Griffin, Coordinator of Social Ministry

Sometimes it seems like we live in the 
“Land of 10,000 Batteries.” The mobility of 
our collective lifestyle has to be powered 
by something, and the usual means is a 
battery or two or more. In our household 
there is always a bag holding used 
batteries waiting for recycling. A sign of 
“emptied power” waiting for more. 

That sense of “emptied power” waiting for 
more happens with rechargeable batteries, 
too. Can’t leave the house without a fully 
charged phone every morning! Airports 
have changed over the years to provide 
recharging stations so travelers no longer 
need to search for the hidden outlet. 

St. Olaf provides an opportunity for our 
Samaritan Ministry guests to recharge 
their phones here at the parish. There 
are not many outlets on the street. A 
functioning phone is critical for safety, to 
receive call backs for employment, and to 
stay in touch with family. 

Even with a fully charged phone, our guests 
can often feel “emptied of power” and 
waiting for more. The burden of poverty is 
draining to begin with, but the trends these 

days seem to make it even heavier. Trying 
to make the best of a second chance (we’ve 
all needed another chance sometimes), 
working daily to stay clean and sober, long 
hours with low wages, and costly housing 
leaves a lot of guests running with a deficit 
of vitality. Emptied of power. And waiting 
for more can seem even more distant.

St. Olaf Samaritan Ministry seeks to help 
restore the sense that more vitality is 
possible. Our expanded efforts and deeper 
desire is to walk with our guests to help lift 
the burden of poverty, and to make sure 
guests know that the parish is made more 
complete by their presence in our midst. 

As people of faith, we have journeyed 
through the seasonal opportunity of Lent 
and the call to be actively emptied of the 
power we give ourselves in order to make 
room for the power of God through the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
In the Easter season, we are filled with 
images and reminders of new life in Christ. 
And with Pentecost, the mission to share 
this life with the world around us beckons 
our attention. 

• Reflect on how you might help others 
be recharged and look for ways to share 
your God-given gifts to make this happen.

• Bring hope and vitality and share 
resources (clothing, food, and funds) with 
those in need here at St. Olaf. 

• Volunteer time and talent with 
Samaritan Ministry for the season or 
for the future. We have many and varied 
opportunities. 

Contact Michael Griffin, 612-767-7632, or 
mgriffin@saintolaf.org. 

ST. OLAF HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: 
A BRUSH WITH KINDNESS
St. Olaf parishioners work with A Brush with Kindness, a project of 
Habitat for Humanity, to construct, paint, and fix-up area homes 
for families in need. The idea is to help preserve home ownership by 
partnering with homeowners struggling to restore and maintain a 
safe and decent place to live. When basic expenses exceed income 
month after month, home maintenance is the usual casualty. Years 
of deferred maintenance can cause a downward spiral of home 
deterioration and unsafe living conditions. A Brush with Kindness is 
about connecting people and restoring homes through simple acts 
of kindness so that homeowners can once again live in a safe and 
decent home.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Parish volunteers paint, do simple home repairs, recruit volunteers, 
and coordinate work teams. Dates for summer 2018 will be 
announced soon! Please join us for this annual summer event of 
service, memories, and fun with your St. Olaf community! 

To sign up contact Mike Nemanich, parish project Volunteer 
Coordinator, mnemanich@aol.com, or Michael Griffin, 612-767-
7632, mgriffin@SaintOlaf.org.

DISCUSSIONS THAT ENCOUNTER 
(DTE) is a twice monthly discussion and educational forum that 
brings people together to form relationships, and learn about and 
dismantle racism. The forum includes speakers, performances and 
movie discussions. DTE is held at St. Olaf the 2nd Thursday of the 
month beginning at 6:30pm with a light supper. Everyone is invited 
and there is no charge. Watch for topic announcements. 

Contact Bill Keatts, wkeatts@austin.rr.com, to learn more.

FOOD FOR THE JOURNEY
St. Olaf Samaritan Ministry provides a modest food shelf for our 
guests. In addition to helping with food, we also make sure that 
guests know of the location of the food shelf in their neighborhood. 
Every part of the metro has a food shelf designated to serve 
residents of a specific area. We purchase food in bulk from Second 
Harvest Heartland to help stock our shelves. We also receive 
donations from parish members. But our shelves are often empty 
because of the need. Please consider helping in the following ways:

 Bring non-perishable food items with you  
 when you come during the week or weekend.

 We really need high protein items like 
 peanut butter, canned chicken, and tuna, etc.

 We make snack bags for those with no  
 means to cook. High protein bars, granola  
 bars, fruit bars, canned fruit all help us  
 assemble snack bags.

 Gift cards to grocery stores help purchase  
 special diet items and/or help when a family  
 faces a funeral and wants to provide  
 hospitality for out of town guests.

Contact the parish office for questions or more information. 

1

2

3

4Do the Dishes!
St. Olaf Samaritan Ministry seeks household goods of all 
sorts; dishes, silverware, pots and pans, small appliances, 
kitchen gadgets, bedding, and towels. These items help our 
guests make a house a home!
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FINANCIAL
UPDATE
As you know, St. Olaf has been in deficit 
spending for our day-to-day expenses 
(also known as the Operations Budget) for 
a number of years. In 2016, Fr. Kennedy 
pledged a balanced budget within two 
years.  The prediction for the budget ending 
June 2018 was that there would still be a 
deficit, but that we would eliminate the 
deficit for the year ending June 2019.

I am writing this article about six weeks 
before the end of the fiscal year. (Our fiscal 
year is July 1 – June 30).   It looks like we 
may have already eliminated the deficit 
for the current fiscal year, 2017–2018.  We 
have been able to do so because of the very 
difficult reorganization we went through 
last year, and because of your generosity 
in regular contributions which are up 10% 
from what we had projected for the first 
ten months of the year. Thank you for your 
commitment to St. Olaf!

As we have in the last four years, we will 
make a full report in the fall, but we wanted 
to give you this good news now.

Another thing to update you on is the 
importance of people remembering St. 
Olaf in their wills.  These bequests or 
legacy gifts, both large and small, have 
been vital in sustaining St. Olaf through 
the years.  During the deficit years, we 
did not have to borrow money.  We made 
up for deficit spending by using money 
that people gave us as bequests.  Going 
forward, we are determined to put the 
majority of bequests into our reserves 
to be used for capital improvements and 
unforeseen emergencies.  People’s gifts 
after death have been essential in keeping 
St. Olaf operating in lean times.

We have also put together the proposed 
budget draft for 2018–2019 which is a 
balanced budget.  We are still making 
certain we have accounted for all expenses, 
but we think we are very close.  

Again, thank you to parishioners, 
associate parishioners, regular visitors, 
and guests for all of the ways in which you 
support St. Olaf.

Written by Vicki Klima, Parish Director

PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY
Parishioners at St. Olaf have a wonderful 
connection to our parish. They are 
committed to our community, and when 
life finds a way of making attendance a 
little more difficult, due to age, health, etc., 
our Pastoral Care Team is willing to come 
to you.

Pastoral Care is there when a parishioner 
has temporary or long-term issues which 
keep them from attending St. Olaf for 
Mass.  Our team will visit you in your 
residence, pray with you, and also bring the 
sacrament of the Eucharist to your home.  
If a homebound parishioner would like to 
receive the Sacrament of the Anointing of 
the Sick and/or Reconciliation, volunteers 
alert the parish office and that is arranged 
with one of the priests. We currently visit 
Augustana Health Care and Apartments, 
Andrew Residence, Benedictine Residence, 
and Ebenezer Residence on a monthly, 
bi-monthly or weekly basis.  We also visit 
individuals in their private homes.  If you 
have need of a visit, please contact Fr. Mike 
Krenik through the information provided at 
the end of this article.

Our Pastoral Care Team currently is 
made up of nine volunteers and Fr. Mike 
Krenik.  There are several others who have 
expressed interest in visiting some of our 
homebound parishioners, but we need to 
finish the standard background checks 
before they are allowed to visit.  Currently, 
over 60 people have reached out for a visit, 
and we try our best to visit parishioners 
at least once a month.  The reasons our 
Pastoral Care Team engages in this ministry 
are as varied as these quotes show:

I volunteer because I need to.  I could 
easily be next needing a visit from 
someone.

The woman I visit weekly recently prayed 
during the ‘prayers of the faithful’ for 
the community of St. Olaf and that the 
pastoral ministers may always know 
how much their visits mean to those 
they visit.

I love visiting these people and feel that 
I receive as much spiritual help as they 
do from my time with them. They are 
precious human beings.

We are still in need of more volunteer 
visitors.  The characteristics of a Pastoral 
Care Minister, as you saw above, include 
a love of people, a spirit of being quietly 
present both in talking and listening, and 
the bringing of the Eucharist if requested.  
Training is given, as well as background 
checks to ensure our parishioners and 
volunteers are kept safe.  

If you are interested in becoming part 
of this ministry, please contact Fr. Mike  
Krenik at his office, 612-767-6209, or 
frmkrenik@saintolaf.org.
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SOME CALL IT AN ESTATE PLAN. IT REALLY IS A LOVE LETTER.
Nothing lasts forever, and if you’ve 
experienced the death of someone who 
has made your life more beautiful or been 
a powerful influence on you, you know how 
your world can change in an instant. From 
that point on, touched by death, you’re 
not quite as confident. You look at what’s 
most important to you in a different light, 
and “heartache” takes on an entirely new 
meaning.

If you don’t have a will, that heartache 
can be overwhelming for those you 
love. Planned giving gurus estimate that 
approximately 60 percent of people die 
without a will. That’s pretty amazing, 
given the consequences of probate court 

—having your property dispersed, assets 
distributed to identifiable beneficiaries, 
and an administrator appointed—all done 
by a judge you’ve never met, who’s making 
decisions for you. And it’s costly, much 
more so than if you had a will or a will 
and a trust—an estate plan—to protect 
those dear to you from paying what can be 
sizeable taxes. 

What is called an estate plan is really a 
life plan. It’s a love letter about what and 
who you value most.  You actively tell them 
how they made your life better.  In fact, if 
you wrote a letter to accompany legal 
documents, you could repair relationships, 
express your pride in others, apologize 

Written by Fran Rusciano Murnane, Director of External Relations

for being critical or not spending enough 
time with those you love. You could thank 
people and say goodbye. You could share 
your philosophy of living life well. 

Please consider if St. Olaf Catholic Church 
as one of those places you value most. 
Please consider making it part of your 
love letter. When you name St. Olaf in your 
estate plan, you are ensuring this refuge in 
the heart of the city will be accessible for 
generations of worshippers to come.

For additional information contact Fran   
Rusciano Murnane, 612-767-7635, or 
frmurnane@saintolaf.org.  

RITUAL AND POPULAR MUSIC
RAISE THE ROOF AT ST. OLAF
WATCH FOR “MUSIC IN THE NAVE” IN OCTOBER
The familiar rituals we grew up with have a 
powerful, often subtle, influence on us. We 
witnessed baptisms, first communions, 
weddings, funerals and moving Christmas 
and Easter liturgies and learned about 
faith, hope and sin. The church building 
itself, the stage for these rituals was, and 
continues to be, very familiar ground to us. 

Whether we attend church regularly or 
occasionally, the Church gratefully and 
consistently serves everyone who comes 
to its doors. Just as we can’t change 
our ethic heritage (unless ancestory.
com proves us wrong), we own a deeply 
religious or spiritual bone that consciously 
or unconsciously stays with us, in great 
part because of the rituals embedded in 
our psyche. 

 

These same messages of faith and hope 
and alienation influence us through a 
variety of communications—movies, 
TV, theater, literature, music, digital, 
print and billboard advertising to name a 
few. For example, the music and lyrics of 
artists who sing rock, blues, country, jazz 
or popular songs offer messages that 
often reflect our own lives. Although the 
music and words are secular in nature, as 
a fan, we know them by heart and find 
meaning in them.

Bruce Springsteen, a cultural icon, writes: 
"Once you're a Catholic, you're always a 
Catholic. I'm still on the team!" His visceral 
lyrics appeal to a common humanity, to sin 
and alienation, to faith, and love. There is 
truth, too, in Reba McEntire’s messages of 

Written by Fran Rusciano Murnane, Director of External Relations

faith and reconciliation in her songs. Jesus 
is our greatest troubadour of all, but the 
marriage of the sacred and the secular can 
serve at times to illuminate the love Jesus 
teaches us to share with one another.

In October, working with Sue McLean & 
Associates, St. Olaf will connect the sacred 
and the secular in its first “Music in the 
Nave” event—a community concert of 
celebration, a concert of a higher order!  
Watch for details in upcoming church 
bulletins, special mailings, and social 
media. We’ll raise our spiritual roof in 
Jesus’ name. VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!

For additional information contact Fran   
Rusciano Murnane, 612-767-7635, or 
frmurnane@saintolaf.org.  

MINISTRY OF
EXTERNAL RELATIONS
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LITURGICAL MINISTRY
Liturgical ministry refers to any ministry 
that supports the celebration of the Mass, 
other sacraments, and devotions. At St. 
Olaf that includes everyone from the 
priests to singers and instrumentalists, 
from lectors and acolytes (candle bearers) 
to the behind the scenes ministries of 
preparing the environment for worship 
and keeping the linens clean and ironed. 

Music ministry at St. Olaf is vital and varied. 
We have a long history of valuing the role 
of sacred music in nurturing our faith both 
within the liturgy and in non-worship 
settings, such as concerts. Comments 
from some of our music ministers are on 
the next page.

Many other liturgical ministries are needed 
for us to fully, actively, and fruitfully 
celebrate the Eucharist at St. Olaf. We 
need greeters and ushers, extraordinary 
ministers of the Eucharist, sanctuary 
ministers, sacristans, lectors, a liturgical 
environment team, and people to launder 
linens, refresh votive candles and holy 
water fonts, clean, and care for plants. For 
more information about these ministries 
contact the parish office or visit our 
website at www.saintolaf.org. 

As Director of Worship I collaborate with 
the pastor, priests, music associate, 
choir directors, administrative staff 
and key volunteers to bring continuity 
to our celebration of feasts, seasons, 
and sacraments. I provide formation to 
liturgical ministers and communicate 
necessary guidelines and schedules. I 
inform and catechize our community 
on liturgical seasons and practices. I 

oversee the purchase and maintenance 
of sacramental needs. I work alongside a 
small team of ministry leaders who advise 
the staff on our liturgical life and give 
orientation to new liturgical ministers. 
I find that my participation in liturgical 
ministries at St. Olaf enlivens my faith and 
brings me joy and hope. I am grateful to be 
involved in worship and liturgy within this 
community of faith.

Comments from Liturgical Ministers:

As a Eucharistic Minister I am frequently in awe that I am privileged to distribute 
Christ’s body to members of the assembly.  Also, as a lector, over the years I have 
gained better understanding of what the readings are saying to me, especially 
those from the Old Testament which often seem to be foretellers or predictors 
of what will happen during Christ’s life on earth—His ministry, death, and  
resurrection.    –Dave Prem

I have had a great time being a greeter. Greeter Ministry has helped me realize how 
much effort and caring is involved in the daily operation of St. Olaf. Without the 
community working and engaging we wouldn’t have the wonderful Masses and 
gatherings we have come to expect.    –Sergio Ocampo

Last Saturday I walked to 4 pm Mass during the blizzard to serve as Eucharistic 
Minister.  Understandably no one was there but Father Haschka.  He walked me 
through the jobs of Sacristan and Lector, and we had a beautiful Mass.  It’s a real 
privilege to be part of a parish group with such kind people.    –Margie Mullin

As a greeter at St. Olaf, I find it very interesting when folks enter the hallways, 
looking for the Church. Of course I ask if they are first time visitors to St. Olaf, where 
they are from, etc. Football fans, Twins fans, hockey tournaments, etc. It is very 
good to also see the same folks every week participating in the liturgy at St. Olaf. 
As a Eucharistic minister, it is beautiful to share the Body or Blood of Christ with 
a familiar face. As a green plant caretaker, it is rewarding when folks comment on 
how beautiful the plants continue to look.    –Pat Vagnoni

I never thought that at age 72 I would be serving as an Acolyte and an EM with 
my wife, Joni, and other members at St. Olaf.  The word “privilege” is inadequate 
to express how Joni and I feel about each and every time we are called to assist 
in the Mass.  We are awestruck with the feelings we have before, during and after 
each Mass.  Thanks to St. Olaf to allowing us to serve.  We invite all who have not 
experienced the gift of serving at Mass to take the step to serve Our Lord in yet 
another way!   –Michael Farris

Sacristan and Eucharistic ministries keep me tied to my faith community and center 
me for the Mass. I want to serve my parish for as long as the spirit moves me, which 
I hope will be long and blessed.    –Darlene Baber

I love being a Catholic. My faith makes my life easier. I need to keep remembering 
that gift of faith is the most precious part of my life. I need to keep that gift alive by 
sacraments, service, whenever and wherever I’m called and by being a contributing 
member of my community of faith. I never want to forget the blessings I receive and 
the gratitude I have for being a member of St Olaf. I step into the Church and I’m 
home. I know it’s like that in any Catholic Church I land in, but St Olaf is embedded 
in my heart.     –Mary Kay Long

I have been a Eucharistic Minister at St. Olaf for a lot of years, in fact so many I can’t 
remember when I actually started. I’m grateful that I can still serve communion at St. 
Olaf even though I can no longer climb the sanctuary steps. I also enjoy all the people 
who I have worked with and all that I have met through the years.    –Pat Haas

Written by Virginia Stillwell, Director of Worship
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MUSIC
MINISTRY
WHAT DO WE DO
We plan and coordinate music for liturgies 
at St. Ola—weekend Masses, special 
holidays and celebrations (Christmas, 
Easter, St. Patrick’s Day, to name a few); 
music for weddings and funerals; as well as 
all the behind-the-scenes tasks required 
to sustain the musical life and resources of 
the parish.

A common question is, “what all goes into 
choosing music for a liturgy?” The first 
step is to begin the process by reflecting 
on the liturgical season and looking at the 
readings for the day in the Lectionary, the 
prayers in the Missal, and the chants in 
the Gradual. Once I have absorbed these, 
I then browse hymnals and sacred music 
collections, search through the many 
resources in the music library, and check 
archives to discover what music has been 
done in years past. Occasionally, the 
process requires new music to be written 
or purchased. We endeavor to choose 
music that follows or expounds upon the 
appropriate texts and themes while also 
being meaningful, accessible, tasteful, 
beautiful, and having variety. Ultimately, 
the primary goal is to choose music that 

will uplift the mind and heart to God’s 
presence and love.

Music ministry at St. Olaf is a reflection of 
the parish at large. Musicians and singers 
here display a wide range of talents, 
styles, and come from a variety of walks 
of life; all are united in serving the liturgy 
of the universal Church. A joy of working 
in the music department is meeting and 
interacting with so many different people 
all participating in the community.

Comments from Music Ministers:

I joined the music program at St. Olaf 
after attending a Mass in 2012. My soul 
was nourished because the music played 
such a vital role in the celebration of the 
Mass. I knew I had found a new spiritual 
home in which to make meaningful music.

One of the things I like best about singing 
in a choir is that it gives me another way 
to pray.  Singing the words of a psalm 
or hymn is so much richer than simply 
speaking them.  Each piece that we sing 
is practiced many times over, so the 
notes, the words, and the emotions in 
producing the music become part of my 
memory rather than a one-time-spoken-
and-forgotten prayer.

When I hear that the quality of the 
music is what drew someone to St. Olaf 
... When I see the congregation singing 
with us with enthusiasm ... When I feel 
the Spirit in our songs as we worship ... 
then I know why I’ve sung in the choir 
all these years.

One of the interesting things about being 
a member of the parish choir, in addition 
to helping present beautiful music, is 
observing the assembly and how they 
are affected by the music produced, and 
more important, how they are likely to 
join in the singing and thus enhancing 
their appreciation of the liturgy.

Singing in the choir at St. Olaf has 
been a privilege. Also I have learned 
so many beautiful songs! They now 
reside in my brain and heart and I can 
call one up whenever I need a moment 
of beauty or consolation.

Do you enjoy singing? Do you enjoy spending time with other people who enjoy music? We always welcome new 
members to our choirs.

At St. Olaf, we are blessed to have a variety of musicians, choirs, and ensembles that serve to enhance music at Mass 
on the weekend liturgies, feasts, and holy days throughout the year. Each group draws on the talents of volunteers 
as well as professional musicians to engage those who gather for Mass in meaningful worship of God through music.

THE ST. OLAF PARISH CHOIR sings at the 10:00am Sunday Mass, from September to June, 
and joins with seasonal choirs for Christmas and Easter. Rehearsals are on Wednesday 
evenings, 6:30–8:30pm, and on Sunday mornings at 9:00am. The St. Olaf Parish Choir 
sings a variety of music, from traditional polyphony to newly composed works.

THE ST. OLAF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC ENSEMBLE serves at the 4:00pm Sunday Mass, year-
round, and joins with seasonal ensembles for Christmas and Easter. Rehearsals are on 
Sunday afternoons at 2:20pm or 2:45pm, as scheduled. The St. Olaf Contemporary 
Ensemble focuses on contemporary music and is typically accompanied by a small consort 
of instruments.

THE ST. OLAF AFRICAN INTERNATIONAL CHOIR sings at the 12:00 noon Sunday Mass on the 
third Sunday of each month. Rehearsals are on Saturday afternoons, 2:00–4:00pm. The 
St. Olaf African International Choir sings music in a variety of languages and styles, with 
emphasis on African traditions.

THE ST. OLAF VENITE CHOIR (Latin “venite”, meaning “come”) sings five to six times per year 
at the 4:00pm Saturday Mass. The Venite Choir is for people who would like to explore their 
voices and learn basic technique, and is also ideal for those who are not able to commit to 
a more frequent choir schedule. Meeting times as announced—rehearsals are usually on 
Saturdays, 12:30–2:00pm in the month before singing at Mass).

SEASONAL OPPORTUNITIES – We welcome singers who are not able to participate regularly, 
to join our choirs for Christmas and Easter celebrations. Evening rehearsals take place in 
the month leading up to the holiday and are announced as scheduled.

Please contact Joel Anderson with any questions or to sign up for any choirs or music 
ministry: janderson@saintolaf.org or 612-767-7628

FROM AGE TO AGE CHORAL ENSEMBLE, our Choir in Residence, is a professional vocal 
ensemble under the artistic direction of Peter Durow. From Age to Age gives biannual 
concerts and joins twice a year to sing Sunday Mass with the St. Olaf Parish Choir. More 
information is available at fromagetoage.org.  

UPCOMING EVENT
On Sunday, July 29, the 
St. Olaf Parish Choir will 
interrupt their summer 
break to come sing on 
St. Olaf Day. 
Please join us!

Many parishes print worship leaflets every week. At St. Olaf, 
slides are prepared and a projection system used to display the music 
and texts for congregational participation. One significant advantage to this is 
the environmental impact. We estimate that St. Olaf saves more than five tons of 
paper per year by using this system.

Fun Fact About St. Olaf’s Music Program
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PARISHIONER NEWS
ST OLAF BAPTISMS:   JANUARY 1–APRIL 23, 2018
Hunter Jonathan Urena   January 27, 2018
Nathaniel Justin Urena  January 27, 2018
Nkenna Nwokeohuru  March 11, 2018
Nikolas James Baum  April 14, 2018

ST OLAF MARRIAGES:   JANUARY 1–APRIL 23, 2018
Dan Sather and Kiley Cannon  January 20, 2018
Jonathan Stuckmayer and Korma Aguh March 17, 2018 
 
ST OLAF FUNERALS:   JANUARY 1–APRIL 23, 2018
Thomas Erwin Zenk  January 13, 2018
Dorothy Mae Johnson  March 1, 2018
Susan Jacobson   March 7, 2018
Robert James Zenk  March 15, 2018
Kevin Patrick McGraw  March 20, 2018
Maurice Gregg Allers  April 3, 2018
Louis Timothy Allers  April 3, 2018
Jane Madsen   April 17, 2018
Bob Kramer   April 21, 2018

EASTER VIGIL: MARCH 31, 2018
BAPTISM, CONFIRMATION, FIRST EUCHARIST:
 Mark Andrews

PROFESSION OF FAITH, CONFIRMATION, FIRST EUCHARIST:
 Mary Ogden, Rick Gentry, Ryan Wodziak

CONFIRMATION:
 Kenan Lumantas

GOOD BYE 
AND THANK YOU!

Fr. David Haschka’s last 
weekend at St Olaf will be 
June 23 and 24. On Sunday, 
June 24 he will preside at 
the 10:00am and 12:00noon 
liturgies. He will attend 
hospitality after the 8:00am, 
10:00am, and 12:00noon 
Masses to say good bye and 
receive well wishes. 

Thank you, Fr. Haschka, 
for three years of priestly 
ministry at St. Olaf! 

SUMMER SCRIPTURE INSTITUTE
Fr. László Simon, OSB of Sant’ Anselmo, Rome will lead this 
scripture study.  Fr. László teaches in the Summer Session at the 
School of Theology, St. John’s, Collegeville.  

DATES: Monday and Tuesday, July 16–17, 9:30am–3:00pm

THE TOPIC OF THE INSTITUTE: The Wisdom of God in its Rich 
Variety: Old Testament wisdom literature and its New Testament 
reverberations

FEE: $20 per day.  Lunch provided. 

‘Wisdom Literature’ is a term applied to the Old Testament books 
of Job, Proverbs, and Ecclesiastes, and sometimes to the Song of 
Songs.  In the Catholic tradition, it also includes the books of Sirach 
and the Wisdom of Solomon. 

The practice of referring to this heterogeneous collection as 
‘wisdom writings’ calls for an explanation. Very few of these 
compositions can be called “sapiential,” that is, characterized 
by wisdom, in the sense of imparting instruction or addressing 
themselves to broad issues of a philosophical or theological nature. 
What is the elusive quality called ‘wisdom’? What, following these 
biblical texts, does it mean to be wise?

As far as New Testament theology is concerned, the personification 
of wisdom as co-agent with God in creation turned out to be the 
most crucial step of Old Testament wisdom speculations. Recent 
study of the NT has shown that this line of thought emerged very 
early in the history of Christianity. It can be detected in fragments 
of hymns embedded in some of the Apostolic letters and it is also 
recoverable in the Sayings Source: Jesus is represented not only 
as wise teacher but as personified Wisdom. Consequently, there 
can be no doubt that the wisdom of Israel, especially in its later 
developments, provided a major impetus to the formation of 
Christian theology and ethics.

Register by mailing your check with contact information, including 
your phone number to: Scripture Institute, St Olaf Catholic Church, 
215 S. 8th St, Minneapolis, MN 55402.  For additional information 
email Carol Quest, carolquest@q.com.  

GOING ON at St. Olaf
BOOK CLUB
The next meeting will be held on  
Sunday, June 3, 2:30–3:30pm

The Shepherd Who Didn’t Run 
by Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda

U. S. MARTYR BEATIFIED was the headline 
of the September 28, 2017 issue of the 
Catholic Spirit. 

Father Stanley Rother was ordained a 
priest for the Archdiocese of Oklahoma 
City in 1963. In 1968 he left for the small 
village of Santiago Atitlan, in Guatemala, 
and spent 13 years as a missionary priest. 
While there he developed a deep love 
for the Tz’utujil Indians. He learned their 
language, translated the Bible into their 
language, administered the sacraments, 
established a school, a hospital, and a 
Catholic radio station—to name a few 
of the many ways in which he ministered 
to this people.  In the late 1970s, the 
Guatemalan civil war reached his peaceful 
village. Many people were taken from 
their homes, killed or just “disappeared” 
and never seen again. As a Catholic priest, 
Father Rother was targeted by the army 
and put on a “death list”. 

Although he knew his life was in danger, he 
said “the shepherd cannot run at the first 
sign of danger”. He was determined not 
to abandon his people and was eventually 
murdered in 1981. 

Blessed Stanley Rother is recognized as 
the first U.S.-born martyr. The Catholic 
Spirit states that “more than 20,000 
attended his beatification ceremony”—
what an honor for a man who was known 
for his humility and simplicity!

EMMET CAHILL  
LIVE IN MINNEAPOLIS 
Tuesday, June 12, 7:30pm

Emmet Cahill, internationally acclaimed Irish 
tenor and lead singer with Celtic Thunder, 
will give a concert at St. Olaf, with the 
participation of the choir communities here. 

Following on from a hugely successful 
2017 tour across North America, Emmet 
returns with his live concert of Irish 
classics, Broadway standards, nostalgic 
favorites, and beloved church hymns. 

Emmet will perform selections from his 
debut orchestral album, “Emmet Cahill’s 
Ireland,” which reached #1 on Billboard 
World Music chart and offers the very best 
of the traditional Irish repertoire. 

A portion of the proceeds will support St. 
Olaf ministries. Come enjoy the music and 
support St. Olaf! You may purchase tickets 
online at www.emmetcahill.com. The  
St. Olaf concert is listed under "Tour Dates" 
at June 12, Minneapolis, MN.
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 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 5:30pm Being Sober/ 
  Becoming Happy

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 6:30pm Discussions that 
  Encounter

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 

 

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 5:30pm Being Sober/ 
  Becoming Happy

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality
 12:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass 
 12:00pm Mass 
 2:30pm Book Club
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass - Missionary
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass - Missionary
 12:00pm Mass - Missionary
 4:00pm Mass - Missionary

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass w/African Choir
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass
 2:30pm Book Club 
 4:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament

 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament

 12:00pm AA
 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 5:30pm Parish Advisory 
  Board

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions 
 7:30pm Emmet Cahill 
  Concert

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

  9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal 
  4:00pm Mass

  9:00am Centering 
  Prayer
12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal 
 4:00pm Mass - Missionary

  9:00am Centering Prayer
12:00pm Mass/Confessions
  2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal 
  4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 4:00pm Mass

  9:00am Centering Prayer
12:00pm Mass/Confessions
  2:00pm African Choir 
  Rehearsal 
  4:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
  7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
  7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:20pm St. Olaf Night  
  at the Twins
 7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

These dates and times 
are correct as of mid-May.  
See the website or the 
weekly bulletin for 
possible changes.

STAFF DIRECTORY
Pastoral Team
Fr. Patrick Kennedy pkennedy@SaintOlaf.org
Fr. David Haschka, SJ dhaschka@SaintOlaf.org
Fr. Michael Krenik frmkrenik@SaintOlaf.org

Administration
Vicki Klima, Parish Director vklima@SaintOlaf.org
Julie Bauchle, Director of Household Services/Hospitality jbauchle@SaintOlaf.org
Pat Moses, Graphic Designer/Bulletin Coordinator/Webmaster pmoses@SaintOlaf.org
Fran Rusciano Murnane, Director of External Relations frmurnane@SaintOlaf.org
Jeanne Peterson, Finances jeanne@SaintOlaf.org
Cedric Smith, Forliti Foyer Receptionist/Security csmith@SaintOlaf.org

Liturgy - Music - Worship
Virginia Stillwell, Director of Worship vstillwell@SaintOlaf.org
Joel Anderson, Associate Musician and Organist janderson@SaintOlaf.org
Tucker Moore, St. Olaf Parish Choir Director tmoore@SaintOlaf.org
Karin Barrett, Contemporary Ensemble Director kbarrett@SaintOlaf.org

St. Olaf Charity and Justice Ministry
Michael Griffin, Coordinator of Social Ministry mgriffin@SaintOlaf.org

Facilities
Dale Hill, Maintenance and Security Supervisor dhill@SaintOlaf.org

BODY AND BLOOD 
OF THE LORD

10th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

11th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

BIRTH OF ST JOHN 
THE BAPTIST

Located across 2nd Ave. from St. Olaf, you 
can enter the ramp from either 2nd Ave. 
or 9th St. To exit the ramp without paying, 
you must have a voucher. Vouchers are 
available at the Forliti Foyer Hospitality 
desk or from the ushers.

The Skyway to and from the TCF Tower 
Ramp weekend schedule:

    9:30am–8:00pm on Saturday
    Noon to 6:00pm on Sunday

St. Olaf has been extended a gift of free 
parking, but it is ONLY for the 10th St. and 
2nd Ave. section of this lot and ONLY for 
weekend Mass. You must display a “St. 
Olaf” card on your dashboard. Cards are 
available at the Forliti Foyer Hospitality 
desk or from the ushers.

The ramp is connected to St. Olaf by 
Skyway, and the Skyway is open for all 
Masses.

FIVE DOLLARS: NGR Ramp, 
across 3rd Ave. from church

FREE: TCF Tower ramp,  
across 2nd Ave. from church

FREE: Small lot next to 
church, 8th St. and 3rd Ave.

FREE: 10th Street surface lot, 
10th St. and 2nd Ave.

WHERE TO

PARK

All other times, walk outside to get to and from St. Olaf. To return to your car, enter the 
TCF Tower building through the doors on 8th St. Use the right-most door. If the door is 
locked, call for assistance by using the buzzer on the wall to your right. Once inside, take 
an immediate right, then a quick right again to access the elevator.

PLEASE NOTE: Vouchers are monitored to determine how long a car is parked in the ramp.

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 
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 SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY  SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry 
  Hospitality
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 9:00am Summer Scripture 
  Institute 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry 
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass 
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass 
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass w/African Choir
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass 
 2:30pm Book Club  
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass 
 4:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 9:00am Summer Scripture 
  Institute
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
 4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
 4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
 4:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

   Independence Day
  Offices Closed
 10:00am Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 6:00pm Legatus Mass
 7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 6:30pm Discussions that 
  Encounter

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:30am Samaritan Ministry  
  Hospitality 
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass w/African Choir
 4:00pm Mass

 6:00am Mass
 8:00am Mass
 9:00am Nursery Opens
 10:00am Mass
 12:00pm Mass
 2:30pm Book Club
 4:00pm Mass

 7:00am  Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass 
 12:30pm Adoration of the  
  Blessed Sacrament 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 5:15pm Mass for the 
  Assumption

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
 4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
 4:00pm Mass 

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 2:00pm African Choir  
  Rehearsal
  4:00pm Mass

 9:00am Centering Prayer
 12:00pm Mass/Confessions
 4:00pm Mass

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

  6:00am Mass
  7:00am Mass
  7:00am AA
10:00am Mass
11:00am Mass
12:00pm Mass
12:00pm AA
  4:00pm Mass
  5:15pm Mass
  7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

 7:00am Mass/Confessions
 7:00am AA
 12:00pm Mass
 12:00pm AA
 7:30pm Alanon

ASSUMPTION OF MARY
HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

These dates and times 
are correct as of mid-May.  
See the website or the 
weekly bulletin for 
possible changes.

ST. OLAF DAY

13th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

14th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

15th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

16th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

17th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

18th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

19th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

20th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME

21th SUNDAY IN 
ORDINARY TIME
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St. Olaf Catholic Church
215 S. 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402

Sunday Mass is broadcast on Sundays at 8:00pm and 
Mondays at 10:00am on MCN Cable TV Channel 6 and on YouTube

serving as a living sign of Christ’s 
saving presence in the heart of the city

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 12:00pm, 4:00pm
Sunday: 6:00am, 8:00am, 10:00am, 
 12:00pm, 4:00pm

WEEKDAY MASS SCHEDULE
Monday – Friday: 7:00am, 12:00pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Monday – Friday following 7:00am Mass
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 
 following 12:00pm Mass

ADORATION IN THE CHAPEL
Fridays: 12:30 – 5:00pm

PASTORAL TEAM
Father Patrick Kennedy
Father David Haschka, SJ
Father Michael Krenik

CONTACT
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55402-2803
612-332-7471
www.saintolaf.org

OFFICE HOURS
Monday – Friday:   9:00am–4:00pm

For information and complete details on 
parking while at St. Olaf, visit us online at  
www.saintolaf.org or check at the  
Forliti Foyer Hospitality Desk.
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