
I was born a Presbyterian by the grace of 
God having been baptized at the age of 2 
in Southern California. From then on, the 
Presbyterian church has been my second 
home. I grew up in Sunday School, 
Vacation Bible School, Handbells, Choir, 
and later Youth Groups, Mission Trips, 
Dramas, Youth Leadership Team, 
Mission Committee, and Youth Sundays. 
I was ordained a Deacon, the first high 
school Deacon of that church, at the age 
of 17. After one youth Sunday the youth 
pastor took me aside and asked if I had 
ever considered becoming a minister. My 
initial reaction was, "You mean you can 
get paid to do this!"  After 15 years of 
ordained ministry, I still wake up every 
morning in wonder that I get paid to care 
for, lead, and minister to God's people. 

 
Having been advised not to major in 
religious studies ("You'll get plenty of that 
in Seminary.") I went to the Wharton 
School of Business at the University of 
Pennsylvania with a major in Multi-
National Management and a dual major 
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in Psychology with Honors.  I was heavily involved in the 
protestant ministry on campus that introduced me to 
many exciting aspects of our faith.  I was the 
bookkeeper for the Christian Association and on their 
Board of Directors.  
 
After graduating college in 1994, I went directly to 
Princeton Theological Seminary for my Master of 
Divinity and went under care of Los Ranchos 
Presbytery. After the first year of classes, I served my 
summer internship in the Bahamas and then a yearlong 
internship in the hills of West Virginia outside of Elkins. 
That year confirmed my call as a pastor and I returned 
to Princeton to finish my last two years graduating in 
1998. Upon graduation I received the Bryant M. Kirkland 
award for Excellence in Practical Theology having 
served as the Student Faculty Liaison, the Chapel 
Assistant, and in the Field Education and Practical 
Theology department. 
 
After graduating seminary, I was admitted to the Young 
Adult Volunteer program and served in Ghana, West 
Africa for a year. It was a year of humility, learning, and 
servanthood. Many of the lessons I learned in Africa 
applied directly to my future ministry. I also gained many 
insights into scripture (After all how often do we go to 
the well, sow seeds, and yoke oxen?) 
 
I was ordained in 1999 as Associate Pastor of 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Knoxville, TN for 8 
1/2 years. In that time I successfully completed the two 
year program from the Academy for Spiritual Formation 
by the Upper Room, been published in the Upper Room 
Disciplines, and have led various workshops on the 
labyrinth, spiritual disciplines, and prayer.  I was a 
founding member of the Knoxville Order of St. Brigit, an 
all women order dedicated to the spiritual life. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Much of my emphasis at Westminster was mission 
work and spiritual formation. My sabbatical was funded 
by a Lily Grant as my father and I hiked the 500 mile 
pilgrimage of Camino de Santiago in Northern Spain. I 
also served on CPM for 6 years, and chaired it for two.  
   
In 2008, I was called to be the Solo Pastor of Mulberry 
Presbyterian Church in Charlotte, NC. My time there 
was spent learning about transformation, 
redevelopment, and revitalization. My learning 
included programs by Paul Borden, Tom Bandy, Stan 
Ott in Acts 16:5, and a variety of other books and 
classes. I was fortunate to serve as a General 
Assembly Commissioner at the last Assembly in 
Detroit as well as 5 years on the Presbytery's Church 
Development Committee. 
 
On a mission trip to the Dominican Republic in 2003, I 
brought home a souvenir...my husband. We have just 
celebrated our 10 year anniversary and are proud (and 
exhausted) parents of our 7 and 5 year old boys, 
Christian and Alex. We look forward to a new chapter 
in the life of our family and the life of my ministry. I feel 
so blessed that God has truly led me to King's Grant 
Presbyterian Church and I look forward to many fruitful 
years of ministry together.  
  

Check out Chris’ Blog: 
www.revchriscarrasco.blogspot.com 
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