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From the Heart: A KGPC Monthly Update
Welcome 2021!! We’ve been waiting for you! While it’s true that
January 1 is just another day, for me it symbolizes a fresh start,
another chapter, a new beginning, a breath of fresh air. We enter
2021 with hope. A vaccine currently circulates among those who
need it most and will soon be widely available. This church has been blessed with
vitality, unity, energy, and a vibrant ministry. God continues to be faithful as the
Holy Spirit blows through worship, classes, service opportunities, deliveries, and
phone calls or notes of compassion. I am not only hopeful as we enter 2021, but I
also realize there is work to do. My favorite expression of the “Work of Christmas”
was penned by African American theologian Howard Thurman. Thurman was an
influential American author, philosopher, theologian, educator and civil rights
leader. He was Dean of Chapel at Howard University and Boston University for
more than two decades, wrote 21 books, and in 1944 Thurman co-founded San
Francisco’s Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, the first integrated, interfaith

religious congregation in the United States.
“The Work of Christmas” From the book, The Mood of Christmas and Other
Celebrations
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.
Folks, we’ve got work to do. The work of Christmas. That’s the focus of our winter
worship series: A Discipleship Journey with Matthew. Based on the PC(USA)
Matthew 25 initiative, we will focus our attention on Matthew’s texts from both
the liturgical year (Epiphany, Baptism of the Lord Sunday, and Transfiguration
Sunday) as well as the three foci of our denomination’s emphasis (dismantling
structural racism, eradicating systemic poverty, and building congregational
vitality). The worship series focuses on the work that still needs to be done within
us, our communities, and our nation. I hope you will join me this year as we roll
up our sleeves and put our faith into action, advocating for those who are
systematically marginalized and partnering with others as we find, heal, feed,
release, rebuild, bring peace, and make music.
I am excited about this worship series and the efforts of all ministry teams to join
in our year long emphasis as a Matthew 25 church. I am excited to usher in a new
year full of hope and possibilities. I am excited to see what God has in store for
King’s Grant Presbyterian Church in 2021. Welcome 2021! We’re ready for you!
Keep Growing, Shining, and Loving,
Chris

A Discipleship Journey with Matthew
Discipleship is how we live out our calling to be followers of
Jesus both individually and as a church. The Matthew 25
initiative of the PC(USA) is a call to actively engage the world as disciples of Jesus Christ
through three foci: building congregational vitality, dismantling structural racism, and
eradicating systemic poverty. This winter we will journey through Matthew’s gospel as we
explore these themes, bracketed by the two events that point to Jesus’ identity: baptism
and transfiguration. Come join us as we are comforted and challenged by Jesus’ words.
Join us as together we grow in our discipleship.
Jan. 3 – The Unexpected Journey Matthew 2:1-12
------------Epiphany Sunday
---------Matthew is the only author who describes the pilgrimage of the Magi. These
Gentiles go to great lengths to offer their gifts to the newborn king, Jesus, even risking
their lives. Nevertheless, they make the difficult journey to experience Jesus themselves
and then offer their presents to him. What lengths will you go to to have an experience of
Jesus? What gifts will you offer him?
Jan. 10 – Baptism Is Just the Beginning Matthew 3:13-17
-------------Baptism of the Lord Sunday
----------Where does discipleship begin? In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins at his
baptism, where he is claimed as God’s beloved child and anointed with the gifts of the
Spirit. The same is true for us. Baptism is the beginning of a lifelong journey of
discipleship in Jesus’ name.

Jan. 17 – Dismantling Structural Racism
Micah 6:8; Matthew 23:23-28
----------This form of discipleship fulfills the call to “do justice.” Justice involves applying
our faith to break down the systems, practices, and thinking that underlie discrimination,
bias, prejudice, and oppression of people of color. Both our inward thoughts and our
outward actions must align with the “weightier matters” of justice, mercy, and faith. How
will we do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our brothers and sisters of color?
In what ways will we address our inner biases, our outward actions, and our society’s
systemic discrimination?
Jan. 24 – Eradicating Systemic Poverty
Matthew 6:2-4; Matthew 22:34-40
----------Discipleship not only temporarily relieves the needs of the poor but works to
eliminate the laws, policies, and structures that promote the economic exploitation of
people who are poor. Loving our neighbor means both addressing the immediate short
term problems as well as the underlying long term issues that keep people in poverty. Our
giving and our actions must reach out to those who live in poverty in order to demonstrate
the love of God for all people. While we may not eradicate poverty, how can we contribute
to loving our neighbor in poverty by working on short term and long term solutions?
Jan. 31 – Building Congregational Vitality
Matthew 28:16-20; Matthew 10:5-2
----------Congregational vitality deepens and energizes our faith to grow joyful disciples
sharing the gospel of Jesus by word and deed. Vitality is measured not by church
membership, worship attendance, or budget size, but by a church’s faithfulness in
demonstrating the love and justice of Jesus. Matthew 10 embodies this mission as twelve
disciples are sent into the community to proclaim the good news, teach, heal, and confront
evil. Jesus sends us out as disciples to become an integral part of the community and to
bless them in significant ways. How are we engaging our community, meeting their needs
and becoming a blessing? In what ways are you sent out on a mission to your
neighborhood to bestow peace and share love?
Feb. 7 - Being a Matthew 25 Church: Actively Engaged in the World
Matthew 25:31-46
-----------A Matthew 25 church is outward oriented, existing for the sake of others by
advocating for justice, serving the poor, and blessing the surrounding community. The
sheep and the goats are separated and judged on how they treat “the least of these.” Sheep
live with compassion, generosity, and self-sacrifice as they provide for the basic needs of
those whom they meet. Unbeknownst to them, they serve Jesus himself and are welcomed
into his kingdom.
Feb. 14 – Shining God’s Glory One Degree at a Time
--Transfiguration Sunday 2 Corinthians 3:12-18; Matthew 17:1-9 (10-23)
How can we see God’s glory? The disciples glimpsed it in the face of Jesus
Christ on the mountain of transfiguration. The early church leader Irenaeus said we can
see it in “a human being fully alive.” To live into our calling as Jesus’ disciples is to shine
with God’s glory.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Click HERE for JANUARY
CALENDAR

Click HERE for JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
This month there is a hidden New Years hat in this newsletter.
There will be a prize for the first one to email me the location!p.kelley@kgpc.org
Diane Evans was our November Winner!!!

WORSHIP

Word Share Prayer is a monthly scripture reading/reflection that

Session and the leaders of ministries use to start their meetings. We will
be including this in the monthly ENews for you to use throughout the
month to read and to meditate on.
Philippians 2:4-9
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen
in me, and the God of peace will be with you.
What captured your attention or imagination?
What might God be up to in this passage for us today?

GROW

FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation Schedule:

Sundays at 8:45 AM-Club 345
Sundays at 8:45 AM- Adult Study-Genesis
Sundays at 11:00 (1/17 to 2/7)-a four week study of Matthew 25
Sundays at 7:00 PM- High School Youth Group- For High school fellowship
details contact Becky Otto
Sundays at 7:00 PM- Middle School Youth Group- For Middle school
fellowship details contact Amanda Pine
Wednesdays at 6:30 AM- Prayer Breakfast
Wednesdays at 9:30 AM- Small Group-Titus
Contact Amanda Pine for Zoom information

Click HERE for Sunday Faith Formation
Class
NEW ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASS
Join us for a study of the book of Genesis,
starting on Sunday, January 3rd, during adult faith
formation time.
This will be a 13-week study led by several different
church members. The first lesson about Creation will
cover chapters 1 and 2 and will be led by Lilly Bradley.
Contact Pat Bowling for details.
NEW SMALL GROUP STUDY
Join us for a study of the book of Titus, called “While we Wait”! on
Wednesday mornings from 9:30 to 10:30 starting January 6th. It is a 6week study and we will use a study guide and video lectures by Sue
LeBoutillier. Contact Pat Bowling for more information.
Wednesday Night Study Group

will be begin a 12 week study on C.S. Lewis timeless classic,The
Screwtape Letters, on January 6th, 7:30 p.m. For those who would
like to do the study please order order the study guide from this
link. Pick up the book, The Screwtape Letters, at church. For more
information, contact Julie Seipel. All are welcome!

Small Group Study of Matthew 25

Join us Sunday mornings after worship (11:00 to 12:00) from January
17th to February 7th for a four week study of Matthew 25, focusing
on what the scripture says, what it means, and how it’s relevant to us
today. Led by Julie Sepiel, Nelson Hodges, and Suzy Farley.
Women's Circles will meet on January 12th
They meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month

ELIZABETH CIRCLE - Will be meeting in the Parlor at 10:00 am.
EVE CIRCLE - will be meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm.
LYDIA CIRCLE - will be meeting via Zoom at 7:30 pm.

You're Invited to a Conference!

Join us March 5-7 for the 2021 NEXT Church National Gathering
as we Break, Bless, and Build: A Call for the Common Good?
Contact Amanda Pine to register for this free conference.

Click HERE for this week's Wired
Word

SERVE
Matthew 25 Spotlight: Each month, SERVE will be highlighting an
organization who we partner with in our Matthew 25 Spotlight.
Our January spotlight is PIN (People In Need) Ministry. PIN is
running this year’s “Non-Congregant Shelter” program, the 20202021 version of Winter Shelter, which is housing 115 residents in individual
hotel rooms, while also providing meals and case management services. PIN
has been serving the homeless in Virginia Beach since 2002. They provide
food, clothing, and medical care, run a transformative “Change Makers”
program that includes housing and job training, and offer weekly Bible study
and worship services.
You can learn more about PIN or offer financial support atpinministry.org and
find out more about other opportunities to get involved below.
January 2021 Matthew 25 Opportunities

·

Distribute food with JCOC . Starting 1/2, Volunteers are needed on Saturdays
(9:15 to 12:30) to help hand out prepackaged food at the door, help the community load
food into their vehicles, direct traffic in the parking lot, and ensure people are wearing
masks and adhering to social distancing protocols. Contact Bob Bibbs,
(rnbibbs@gmail.com) to sign up.

·

Help give out coats with JCOC Starting 1/5 volunteers are needed on
Tuesdays (9:30 to 11:30 and 11:30 to 1:30) to assist those in need with selecting winter

coats. Contact Bob Bibbs (rnbibbs@gmail.com) to sign up.

·

Help feed the hungry by donating items or helping KGPC to pack lunches for PIN
on the second Wednesday of each month. January Delivery Date is 1/14. Needed items
include homemade cookies, Gatorade/bottled drinks, chips, fruit cups, and Agape notes.
Contact suzyfarley@yahoo.com for more information.

·

Join us Sunday mornings after worship (11:00 to 12:00) from1/17 to 2/7 for a four
week study of Matthew 25, focusing on what the scripture says, what it means, and
how it’s relevant to us today. Led by Julie Sepiel, Nelson Hodges, and Suzy Farley.

·

Sign up to volunteer at PIN . Volunteers are needed to deliver meals during the
winter shelter program and 6 days a week throughout the year to serve meals, help with
giving out clothing and hygiene supplies, and organize shower and laundry usage. Find out
more and sign up at https://www.pinministry.org/volunteer.

·

Donate non-perishable food for use during the winter shelter program until
January 17th. A collection box will be set up just outside the church office doors. Needed
items include canned food (soup/stew, fruit, vegetables), microwavable meals (including
mashed potatoes, microwavable rice, and macaroni and cheese), cereal, granola bars/Pop
Tarts, and snacks. ALSO NEED 200 PAPER GROCERY BAGS

·

Join us Sunday January 31, from 8:45 to 9:45 AM as we Zoom with Tony
Galiardi, the PIN Ministry Workforce Developer and Volunteer Coordinator,
to hear more about PIN’s work serving the homeless in Virginia Beach.

· Be on the look out for information about a chance toZoom with Gerald, a former
Compassion Child, and join us to learn more about Compassion and the impact it has
on the lives of children living in extreme poverty.

SUPPORTING THE HOMELESS AND THE
LESS ADVANTAGED IN VIRGINIA BEACH
A. 2020 VOLUNTEER SUMMARY
Many thanks to our wonderful congregation for all your support to JCOC in
2020. We had a total of 72 KGPC people volunteer for various activities, which is
very strong during the pandemic year. In 2020, KGPC served 7 meals, hosted
several food drives, donated cleaning supplies, engaged in food pantry activity
and welcome baskets for people in need. Thank you so much.
B. DECEMBER CONGREGATION VOLUNTER ACTIVITY AT JCOC – A BUSY MONTH!
December 10
Nine KGPC volunteers helped to organize the
food pantry and support welcome home baskets
for homeless people moving into new
apartments. Thanks to Gay Aridas, Dottie &
Keith Benson, Cindy Black, Charlotte and Frank
Chagnon, Betty and Paul Chidester, and Julie
Seipel for your contribution.
December 20
Amanda Pine led a group of people to serve 70 delicious to
go hot meals at JCOC. Many thanks to Amanda, Holly & Andy
Bennet, Leah Burak, Laura & Chris Faix, Suzy, Emma & Abby
Farley, and Becky & Hannah Otto for making this meal
happen. This was a great Christmas gift to hungry people in
Virginia Beach.
December 21
Dottie and Keith Benson volunteered to hand out welcome home
baskets to individual needing support in their new or existing
homes. Thank you so much!

December 23
Only three volunteers were able to organize a 70 to go hot meals
of lasagna, green beans, peaches, rolls, cookies, and a water bottle
for 70 hungry people. Becky Otto, Jacque Camlet and Kim Jones
did an incredible amount of work to make this meal happen. Thank
you ladies for your hard work and another Christmas gift for
hungry people in our community.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
The Serve Ministry

Latest news from Missionary Mark Hare

"It has been a long year.
We are so glad for this season. First the time of advent, marking with Keila and
Annika each step of prophecy and faith, reaching towards Christ's coming. Then
Christmas and the celebration of the fullness of Christ's presence with us.
We are also grateful for time and space to look back on the year and see how far
we have come as we have struggled to find our feet in this new country, this new
house, new school, new work....new everything. For more, click below to go to
OUR BLOG"
Left photo: Keila (behind) and Annika
helping me put up Christmas lights.
Right photo: Keila (front) and Annika
decorating the Christmas cookies they
made.

Giving Envelopes

If you did not receive a box of giving envelopes for 2021and would
like a box, please contact Jill McNulty at the church office (3402840).
A Message from Generosity:
One of the most enduring examples of generosity in the Bible come from the story
of the Magi, or Wise Men, and the gifts they bring to the newborn king, Christ
Jesus. The Magi followed the star, the light of Christ and brought gifts to the new
born child, “Immanuel; God with us”. These gifts were things that Christ would
need in his life; gold for economic purposes, frankincense for worship purposes
and myrrh to anoint his dead body. With adoration the wisemen bowed down and
worshipped the child, offering those gifts to him to be used in his will and for his
glory.
Today there are “wise men” who offer “gifts” toImmanuel right here at King’s
Grant Presbyterian Church. Like the wise men, we are led by the Light of the
World to come and worship Him with our gifts of time, talent and treasure, to be
used in the Lord’s will and glory. We offer gold through our financial gifts, which
helps Immanuel do His tangible work in the world. Just as frankincense brings the
essence of God into worship, we bring the essence of the Lord into the world by
sharing the talents and time that God has equipped each of us with. And like the

myrrh that anointed Chris’s body, honoring the sacrifice he made with his life for
us, we pour out our selves to honor God through the sacrifices we make for
others.
We honor Immanuel by following Christ’s light and offering our best gifts as a
response for the grace that has been poured out for us through “the newborn
king”.
The generosity of KGPC in 2020 has been extraordinary and has shone Christ’s
light into a dark world throughout a bleak year. Thank you for worshipping
Immanuel with your time, talent and treasure! Because of your generosity
countless lives have been touched by your gifts; the hungry have been fed,
prisoners visited, the naked clothed, the sick prayed for, children educated,
homeless given shelter. We have done all we could to follow the star to bow down
and worship Immanuel, bringing our gifts of generosity to glorify our Lord.
As we celebrate Epiphany, let us rejoice, thanking God for the many blessings He
has given each of us as well our church community. As we remember the example
of the Magi of their faithfulness and generosity let’s prayerfully consider what
God is calling KGPC to in 2021, with the gifts we have to offer for His Will and in
His Glory, for we surely will be amazed at the wonders He will bring!
For more information on ways to give, visit the KGPC web page and click the
“give” button.

CONNECT
Starting back up January 4th!
KGPC continues to host students every day
for virtual learning and are still in need of
volunteers in two shifts every day in order
to make this program work well. The times
are 8-4:30, with two shifts (8-12, 124:30).
Here are the steps that you can take to help
with this issue:
1.) Sign-up for volunteer dates. You can
click this link.
2.) Fill out a background check form (Click
HERE to download) and return it to Amanda
Pine ASAP

SPECIAL ITEMS OF INTEREST
BOOK CLUB

Tuesday, January 26th at 7pm via Zoom.

The Nickel Boys by Colson Whitehead.

Contact Julie Seipel if you need a book.
Book Club is at 7 p.m. the last Tuesday of the month

The 2021 Flower Calendar
is up and available for those who want to sign
up for Sunday flower dedications.

Please be sure to put your full name and the

best way to contact you.

The January/February issue of Upper Room
is available at the church office.

**You can also click on this LINK to get the Upper Room online.
Blood Drive

Monday, January 11, 2021 St. Nicholas Catholic Church
Fellowship Hall 1:00: PM - 7:00: PM
Schedule an appointment at https://www.redcrossblood.org
As a special thank you to donors for helping during this critical time, those who
give between January 1-31, 2021, will automatically be entered to win two tickets
to next year’s 2022 Super Bowl LVI in Los Angeles, California.* Click HERE for
more details.
The Interfaith Alliance at the Beach (IAB) in conjunction with Bank On
Hampton Roads and the Cooperative Extension invites you to attend our
3rd annual Forum. This forum will focus on financial empowerment with
our featured presentation being the poverty simulation.
Name of the event: IAB Financial Empowerment Forum
Date: January 21, 2021
Time: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
Location: VIRTUAL
Registration information to follow!
The IAB is an informal coalition of faith based congregations,
non-profit organizations, and City service providers working to
address unmet needs and social justice issues through
community initiatives and nonpartisan advocacy.

SESSION Report
Session met virtually December 21, 2020 @ 6:35 PM. Word Share and Prayer this
month is Philippians 4:4-9. The scripture discussion then led Session into prayer
and praise.
A quorum was declared. Minutes were approved for November 16, 2020 Called
Session Meeting, November 23, 2020 Stated Session Meeting, November 30,
2020 and December 11, 2020 Called Session Meetings. Two corrections noted of
Elders being present to meetings.
·
Pastor Chris reported: Called Session meeting scheduled January 4, 2021 @
6:30 to approve King's Grant Presbyterian Church budget for 2021
·
Sign up for Presbyterian Commissioner for PEVA Meetings for 2021 was
completed. The meetings are held quarterly. Elder Gwen Bushnell was voted and
approved to attend January 23, 2021 virtual PEVA Meeting.
·
Clerk of Session Gretchen Allmond: Brought a motion to approve $25, 000
of Pastor Chris’ salary be designated for housing allowance. This is an annual
motion to comply with IRS requirements. Voted and approved.
·
Tom Dillon and Ann Shank from Equip Finance Ministry were invited to join
Session to present 2021 budget ideas. Three ruling elders are also members of
the Finance Ministry. A significant amount of discussion was invested in the

discernment of the budget needs of the six ministries brought to Finance. Ideas
shared are not approved or vetted. Due to Covid 19, we, in regards to the
church's budget, are not in normal times. It is a matter of what we as Session are
tasked to determine in a realistic way how to vote the 2021 budget. Session can
change the budget if it chooses at any time. Pastor Chris charged Session to pray
on the discussion presented with budget ideas to arrive January 4, 2021 to vote.
·
Serve Ministry requested Session to vote on a request of $10,000 to be
given to JCOC from the Future Project Fund. History of previous requests for JCOC
from Serve Ministry was given as well as previous donation amounts. The $10,000
was a line item of the Serve Budget for 2021, removed and requested from the
Future Project Fund. Motion was made, voted and approved.
·
Property Ministry had a request for monies from Future Project Fund.
Motion was made to table discussion and vote on the request until the Stated
Session Meeting January 23, 2021. Voted, approved.
Session adjourned @ 9:00 PM. Christmas wishes were shared to and with all. To
Him be the glory who was and is in the midst of all deliberations and
discernment.

Click HERE to
Give On-line

Contact Us

Service Times

Directions

King's Grant Presbyterian Church
745 Little Neck Road
Virginia Beach, Virginia 23452
(757) 340-2840
info@kgpc.org
www.kgpc.org
Office Hours: 8:00 - 4:30 M-F

8:45 AM - Faith
Formation Classes
10:00 AM. Worship Service

Visit our website

