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Prepare for September 6th Communion

Celebrating communion this September! You can participate by
picking up your Communion elements on Friday, Sept. 4th from
5-5:30 pm or Saturday, Sept. 5th from 10-10:30 am at the
church parking lot. Pastor Dan & Janet will be by the front Sunday
School doors to hand them to you.
If you are unable to come to the church, delivery is possible upon
request only. Call or email Pat at the church to be scheduled for
Saturday delivery.
Reopening Decisions: Tough Choices in a Difficult Time
As we enter into September, we usually anticipate Welcome
Weekend, two worship service Sundays, start up of Faith Formation
classes, Youth Groups, Trinity Preschool opening, and choir
rehearsals of all ages and varieties. Yet, none of those events will be
happening this Fall, at least not in the way we are accustomed to. In
fact, not much is happening in the way we are accustomed to this time of year.
School will be drastically different as kids stay at home in virtual learning formats.
Because of the extenuating circumstances in these last six months, many of us
are struggling with depression, anger, loneliness, anxiety, and frustration.
I realize the decision to not reopen for in-person worship in September
is disheartening. After six months, we are weary from this altered way of life. I
also realize we will not all agree on when the best timing is to reopen. There is
much to consider about this decision. First, we are so blessed that we have
livestream already up and running with few technical difficulties. Who knew that
our decision four years ago to install cameras and livestream worship would be so
essential in our new circumstances? Unlike many churches, we have a quality
worship experience available to us that is live, interactive, and available to watch
anytime afterward. Many churches don’t have that option and are left with using
their iPhone in their home or taping it from an iPad a few days before and sending
out the link Sunday morning. While not the same, our worship experience still
seems to meet our need to glorify God, hear God’s Word, experience beautiful
music, pray, and reflect on God’s message.
Second, we do have a population that is predominantly at risk. If only
one member contracted the virus because we held in-person worship, that would
be one too many. Because 40% of COVID 19 cases are asymptomatic, anyone at

any time could be carrying the virus. As an act of love for our entire
congregation, we want to be very cautious about exposing anyone to the
coronavirus.
Third, with all the precautions needed to have in-person worship, will it
feel authentic? These precautions include: staying 6 feet apart from everyone else,
wearing masks, thermometer checks, no singing, no bibles or hymnals in pews,
no passing of friendship pads or offering plates, being ushered out by row, no
passing of the peace, roping off every other pew, and allowing only two family
units in each pew. Will worship be the experience we are hoping it will be when
we return?
Fourth, many volunteers are needed to make worship happen. We need
ushers, folks to run our COVID 19 temperature checks and protocol, livestream,
Mediashout, and sound people, those in the worship service, and others such as
children’s church volunteers and even nursery. Some might feel obligated to come
even though they would prefer not to. Some of these volunteers will not come and
we might not have adequate backups willing to serve under these conditions,
such as in our media area.
As you can see, there are many considerations when making this
decision and we want to do what is best for the entire congregation. To that end,
we are distributing a brief survey with only ten questions that we are asking each
adult to fill out online via Survey Monkey, or call in, email, or bring a hard copy of
your answers to help us make future decisions. When we do come back to inperson worship, times of service(s) and expected attendance will need to be
determined based on the responses of the congregation. The survey will be
available September 4-14. This valuable information will be used to make future
decisions, as well as information from the Governor’s office, CDC, and the
Virginia Beach Public School system.
We always welcome your feedback and comments as we ask for your
patience and understanding in making these difficult decisions. Please keep in
mind: The church is not closed. We are not not worshipping (I know, it’s bad
grammar to use double negatives). We are still serving, still growing, still shining,
still loving. We are still the church, Jesus’ hands and feet in this world. We are just
being the church in a different way at the moment. The Spirit is continuing to
work in powerful ways and it’s a privilege to be part of it.
Blessings,
Pastor Chris

UPCOMING EVENTS
Click HERE for the September Calendar

Click HERE for September Birthdays

This month there is a hidden pencil in this newsletter.
There will be a prize for the first one to email me the location!p.kelley@kgpc.org
Mary Jane Mutispaugh was the August Winner!

WORSHIP

There will not be an "After Worship Discussion" for the month of September.

Fall Worship Series
In His Own Words: The I AM Statements of Jesus
Who does Jesus say he is? In this Fall Worship Series we
will listen in on several different conversations in which Jesus makes very specific,
far reaching, and even outrageous I AM statements about himself. For Jews who
knew their Bibles well and the metaphors Jesus referenced, the message was
clear. He was saying, “I AM God.” Join us for our Fall “I AM” series as we seek to
know Jesus better. Why he came. What he offers us. Who he still is. And why we
need him.
Sept. 13
I AM the Light of the World
Isaiah 9:1-2; John 8:12-20
15 times John describes Jesus as light. What does it mean for Jesus to be
the Light of the World? Readers of John’s Gospel know Jesus is the light of the
world since way back in the opening chapter, but it is only here, in John 8, that
Jesus states it so clearly. Yet, he does not say it to the disciples first. Rather, this
revelation is first for those who question, condemn, refuse, and reject it. Those
who need it most. Light dispels darkness, brings warmth, nurtures life. Jesus
does all this and more as we reflect on the attributes and effects of light and the
identity of Jesus.
Sept. 20
I AM the Gate
Ezekiel 34:1-10; John 10:1-10
Gates keep in and keep out. They make us feel safe, either by making sure no one
gets in or by justifying our staying in. They are the border that ensures separation
from those who we suspect might harm us. This passage affirms that Jesus as the
gate is most certainly our security, but also the way in which we engage and enter
into the world. The sheep are led out to pasture through the gate and they are
brought back into the fold, safely into the arms of their shepherd. Jesus is the
gate, asking us to realize how and why we walk out of the fold (or not), leaving
comfort and safeguard behind to be God’s love in the world.
Sept. 27
I AM the Good Shepherd
Ezekiel 34:11-16; John 10:11-21
The Lord is my shepherd…the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd is one
of the most beloved and well-known images of Jesus. He makes us feel secure
and safe from danger. He calls us by name and we know his voice. In a rural
society, shepherds were not only common, but also dirty and religiously unclean.
Jesus identifies with one of the lowest professions and in so doing, gives us a
clear image of the kind of relationship he desires with us: his people, his sheep.
Oct. 4

I AM the Bread of Life
Exodus 16:13-15; John 6:25-59
We need bread to live. We need it every day. The Israelites were supplied
manna every day in order to survive the wilderness. In the same way, Jesus gives
us himself every day that we might have eternal life in the future and abundant
life now. Tylor Alexander, our resident baker, will shed light on the art of making
bread as we relate these principles to Jesus. On this World Communion Sunday,
Jesus is the only spiritual food we need to give us abundant life.
Oct. 11
I AM the True Vine
Isaiah 5:1-7; John 15:1-17
Our vision statement begins, “Abiding in Christ.” Jesus is the True Vine.
God the Father is the Vinegrower. We are the Branches abiding in the Vine. We
have an opportunity not just to learn more knowledge about Jesus the Vine, but to
experience being connected to the vine, dependent upon the vine, being one with
the vine, allowing the vine to bear fruit through us. The Vinegrower is really the
one in control, the one who has the vision, does the planting, the tending, the
shaping, the work to make the vine and branches fruitful, strong, and healthy.

Word Share Prayer is a monthly scripture reading/reflection that
Session and the leaders of ministries use to start their meetings. We will
be including this in the monthly ENews for you to use throughout the

month to read and to meditate on.
Revelation 1:8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty.”
What captured your attention or imagination?
What might God be up to in this passage for us today?
We would LOVE new Pass the Peace and
Acolyte video clips.
It is a great way to stay connected!
Please contact Amanda Pine if you are
interested.

The September/October Upper Room has arrived.
AND
You can now access a PDF copy of Upper Room HERE
Give Pat a call at the church (757-340-2840) and let her know if you
would like a large or small copy and if you would like to pick it up at
the church or delivered to your home.

Office Hours are
8:30 AM- 3:00 PM
Monday thru Friday

Rooms available for church groups are:
Fellowship Hall
Kitchen
Parlor
Connection Point
Room 117
Please make reservations by contacting Pat Kelley
by email or by phone (757-340-2840)

Join us on September 13 for Welcome Sunday!

We will come together in virtual fellowship at 9 AM on Zoom. We will eat together,
learn about the upcoming faith formation experiences, and even play some fun
fellowship games. We all miss each other, so we want to give everyone an
opportunity to at least see each other!

Following the breakfast, we will host a watch party on Zoom for worship. People
are welcome to stay on Zoom. We will be together as we watch the Worship
Service! Don’t miss this special day.

GROW
FAITH FORMATION
Faith Formation Schedule:

Sundays at 9:00 AM- Bible 101 class (starts Sept. 20)
MS Bible Study: In lieu of Sunday School, Middle Schoolers will meet at 11:00
AM for a 30-45 Minute Bible Study. This will begin in September.
11:00- Book Study-How to be an Antiracist
Sunday, Sept. 20th -1:00– Kids Club
Sundays at 7:00 PM-Middle School Youth Group (13,20,27)for middle school
fellowship details contact -Amanda Pine.
Sundays at 7:00 PM-High School Youth Group- For high school fellowship
details contact Becky Otto
Wednesdays - 6:30 AM- Prayer Breakfast
Wednesday - 9:00 AM-Simply Jesus
Wednesday - 7:30 PM-Simply Jesus
Contact Amanda Pine for Zoom information

This group meets once a month on Sunday afternoons for fun,
a lesson, and a mission. We will meet outside from
1:00-2:00 PM, weather permitting.
Here is the Kid's Club Schedule:
-September 20
-October 18
-----------------November 8

New Small Group Study September 2 - October 14, 2020
“Simply Jesus: Exploring the ‘I Am’ Statements:
Discovering that Jesus is Enough”
by Sue LeBoutillier
Join us via ZOOM on Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am
or Wednesday evenings at 7:30 pm
This study includes a video, personal study guide, and of course
small group discussion. The study guide can be downloaded free of charge, or
pick up a paper copy at the church. Click HERE to access the study and videos.

Please call Pat at the church office (340-2480)
to register by Monday, Aug. 31st
Bible 101 class will start back up on Sunday, Sept 20th at 9:00
AM via Zoom.
Email Amanda Pine for Zoom Information.
Sept 20 James
Sept 27 Daniel
Oct 4 Peter
Oct 11 Minor Prophets
Oct 18 Minor Prophets
Oct 26 Revelation

Click HERE For This

Sunday's Wired Word

LYDIA CIRCLE will study Ephesians. They will meet
on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 via
Zoom, starting on October 13th

EVE CIRCLE

Jesus Calling:Experiencing God's Presence.
by Sarah Young.
We will meet on Zoom for our first meeting, Tuesday, Oct 13th at 7:15 pm. The
study book costs $10.00 If you are able, you may make a love offering to help
cover the cost of the book. The books will be available at the Women’s Welcome
Picnic and JCOC Shower, or at the church office.
There are 8 lessons. Each lesson is based on a selection from Sarah Young’s 365
Day devotional, Jesus Calling, and a related scripture. It would be helpful to look
at the lesson before we meet but it is not necessary. For the women who would
like to delve a little deeper, you will find five suggested Scripture readings with
reflection questions at the end of each session. You may do these at home to
continue meditating on the lesson.

KGPC Women’s Welcome Picnic and JCOC Shower!!

Saturday, September 26th
This is an opportunity to nurture our spirits that have been hungering for
Christian fellowship with other women.
All KGPC women are invited.
We will meet on the church grounds with appropriate social distancing.
Bring your most comfortable folding chair or use one from the church.
We can space ourselves out and still feel comfortable talking and eating our
boxed lunches. We’ll have laughter and smiles…partly inspired by some fun
shower games.
We also will be taking a monetary donation for a JCOC Welcome Home Basket. It
costs approximately $250 to prepare one basket for someone moving into an
apartment. Hopefully we will be able to cover the costs for at least one basket and
make someone else smile.

Take Some Action!!
Matthew 25 Book Review: Just Mercy
Amanda Pine

“We are all implicated when we allow other people to be
mistreated. An absence of compassion can corrupt the decency of
a community, a state, a nation.”
I’ve never thought about the death penalty in depth. I mean, I’ve
contemplated it here and there, but I have not fully thought about
the implications of the death penalty…until reading Just Mercy.
First, and this is an aside, can I just say that Bryan Stevenson is amazing? I know I
should be wary of venerating human beings, because (as we know) humans can

mess up in pretty big ways. Stevenson has devoted his ENTIRE life to the struggle
for justice. If there is a model of a Christ-like human being, he is it. He enters
into the places were the light of hope flickers dimly, and stokes the flame until
hope floods the hearts and minds of those wrongly sentenced to death.

Just Mercy is an in-depth look at the failings of the criminal justice system,
particularly in the cases where we sentence people to death. It is a story of hope,
pain, justice, and struggle. In the book, Stevenson recounts a time when he was
telling the story of the woman accused of adultery. She, as we know, was about to
be stoned to death publically before Jesus intervened. Stevenson challenged the
congregation that we are not only meant to not throw the first stone, we must be
stone catchers. We must intervene in the face of injustice. Every person among us,
regardless of the worst thing they have ever done, deserves the fullness of who
God created them to be. This parable reminds us not only not to judge, but also
that we must uphold the sacred nature of human lives.
If you are not a reader, the Just Mercy movie is also on Amazon Prime!
Know more, do better, love one another.

How to be an Antiracist

Join Roger Gench, Theologian in Residence at Second
Presbyterian Church, for a three week (Sept 20, 27, Oct.
4 at 11am) discussion of Ibram Kendi’s How to be an
Antiracist. In this important book, Kendi takes readers
through a widening circle of antiracist ideas—from the
most basic concepts to visionary possibilities—that will
help readers see all forms of racism clearly, understand
their poisonous consequences, and work to oppose
them in our systems and in ourselves. We will “hit the
ground running” in our first session on Sept 20, so, if you are interested, please
let Amanda Pine know. Books will be available in the main office.

SERVE
Meals on Wheels Food Distribution Location

When Meals on Wheels of Virginia Beach lost their
ability to distribute 150 meals a day at their current
location, they approached us for help. Starting Sept.
1st, Meals on Wheels will start distributing from KGPC.
Meals on Wheels will be located outside the front doors
of the sanctuary each week day between 10:00-11:00
to conduct this vital ministry to our community for the next 6 months at which
time the arrangement will be re-evaluated.MOW caterers will drop off boxed
meals under the eaves at the front of the sanctuary where they will subsequently
be distributed to the 12 delivery drivers each day at 10:30.
What a blessing to be a place where Meals on Wheels can operate their ministry!
Meals On Wheels - We make smiles happen.
We are an independent, non-profit organization not affiliated with any other
program, and have been delivering hot, healthy meals, safety checks and peace of
mind to our homebound neighbors since 1974.
Click HERE for Meals On Wheels Website

SUPPORTING THE HOMELESS AND THE
LESS ADVANTAGED IN VIRGINIA BEACH
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY – JCOC DINNER ON SEPTEMBER 16
KGPC will prepare and deliver our next “To Go” dinner to JCOC on Wednesday,

September 16 th. We plan a delicious meal for 75 people of macaroni and cheese
with ham, Coleslaw with apples, muffins, dessert, peanut butter crackers, and
bottles of water. We are seeking volunteers for the following tasks:
1. Food Needed:
5 people to make macaroni and cheese with diced ham to serve 15
people. Need a recipe? Call Dottie Benson at 340-8705.
3 people to make 25 blueberry muffins
75 peanut butter cracker packs
75 bottles of water
Please bring the food items to the church kitchen by 2:00pm on September 16.
2. Assemblers: 7 people to place food in “to go” containers.
Meet in the fellowship hall at 3:00 pm September 16
3. Deliverers: 2 vehicles to drive the meals in plastic bags to JCOC at 4:00pm.
You will drop the food off and depart back home.
Please contact Dottie Benson to volunteer (340-8705)
FUTURE EVENTS
Sunday November 22 Worship Service
Mr. Todd Walker, Executive Director of JCOC, will attend KGPC Worship that day
and speak from the pulpit about all the exciting things happening around
JCOC. Please mark your calendars, it will be a special Sunday as Todd helps
educate and inspire KGPC about the many opportunities to help our neighbors in
need.
Dinners KGPC is Serving
November 6
Late December – specific date TBD
JCOC’s Food Pantry is opening up one time a week for now.
· Tuesday, August 25th
· Tuesday, September 1st
· Thursday, September 10th
· Tuesday, September 15th
· And Tuesdays following.
Appointments are required. Face masks are required. Guests may bring one
person to help carry their bags if needed. We are starting with 50 spots per day
(10:30 am-noon; 1:30-3:30 pm). The community can begin to call to make an
appointment the Friday before the Food Pantry they would like to participate in.
Community Dinner will continue to be served every day “to-go style” through
October 31st.
Blessings to all, and to God be the Glory!

Click HERE for an update on
the Rapid Rehousing Effort and the Annual Fundraising Gala.

CARE
First Aid Re-certification Class
coming this Fall!
Please contact Amanda Pine for complete details.

Pollie and Vivian are still running the prayer requests like a well
oiled machine, with Pollie (pwmbuckeye@cox.net) as the first

contact, then Vivian (phelpsgroup1@cox.net.)

The Covid Relief team is still available to just talk, and several
are able to run errands. Email Deb Sharpe
(dpsharpe23452@gmail.com) to be added back to this list.
If you need help, and are unsure which team to ask, contact any of us team
leaders. We will listen and point you to the best team or work together to help
your situation.

CONNECT
"YOUR MESSAGE HERE"
Keep submitting those positive messages.
We want to hear from you!

Submit your message today to
KGPC.SIGN@gmail.com

SPECIAL ITEMS OF INTEREST

BOOK CLUB
September's book of the month is

This Tender Land by William Kent Kruger
Contact Julie Seipel to help secure a book.
Meeting information to be determined by Covid 19 guidelines,
so watch your email and the Weekly Highlights.
(Book Club is at 7 p.m. the last Tuesday of the month)
King's Academy of Fine Arts (KAFA)
Fall Registration is still OPEN!

Join us on Thursdays for a morning of Music, Art,
and Creative Movement. Classes are for children
30 months to 5 years.
For more details contact:
----Church office- 340-2840

---- Janet Phelps - 580-5899
---- KGPC website under Children's Ministry

FALL REGISTRATION IS OPEN!
Contact Director, Marion Mitchell, for details
Ph: 757-478-4381
Email: trinitypreschoolvb@gmail.com
---Website: https://www.trinitypreschoolvb.org

SESSION Report
The King’s Grant Presbyterian Church Session met virtually and in person Monday
August 17, 2020 at 6:30
The Christ candle was lit and an opening prayer was given. Our Word Share Prayer
was listening to spirit and what was leading each session member to the
exploration of Revelation1:8 an “I am” statement in scripture.
Prayer, joys, and concerns were lifted.
Pastor Chris gave her report. Beginning August 23, 2020, following worship,
Pastor Chris and her family will be leaving for vacation and will be returning
September 7, 2020. Commissioned Lay Pastor Dan Duquette will be on call
fulfilling needs of the church and will fill the pulpit August 30, 2020 and
September 6, 2020. Pastor Chris further shared she will be enrolled in an eight
week online coaching class beginning September 16, 2020. A future projects fund
request for the possible construction of a picnic shelter was shared with Session
which would be partially funded by a memorials gift donated by Amy Rhodes,
daughter of the late Marvin and Peggy Rhodes. The location and design of the
shelter will be discussed by a group formed jointly through Care and Grow
ministries. A presentation will be given to Session at the September meeting.
Gretchen Allmond, Clerk of Session, shared in her report the 21 Day Challenge
offered through the Anti-Racism Team. Members of Session have taken up the
challenge. Also, eight people from our church have enrolled in the Awakening to
Structural Racism class offered by the PC(USA) sponsored by Johnson C. Smith
Seminary. King’s Grant Presbyterian Church is a Matthew 25 church, one of many
within the denomination. “Together we are nurturing healthy vibrant communities
of faith that have the strength to do the work of dismantling racism and
addressing the root causes of systemic poverty.”
Presbytery Report was given by Gretchen Allmond . The One Hundred Twenty
Second Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia met virtually via zoom
webinar at 10:00 a.m. Moderator of the meeting was Reverend Lou Ventura.
Pastor Chris Carrasco and Kenny Lucas, of Carver Memorial Presbyterian Church
presented a skit about General Assembly, held virtually, the theme being Lament
to Hope. Amanda Pine, Director of Christian Faith Formation was honored for
obtaining the status of Certified Christian Educator. The liturgy was administered
by the Moderator and General Presbyter Dr. Liza Hendricks. The next stated
meeting of Presbytery is at Jamestown Presbyterian Church on October 20, 2020
at 10:00. Elder Faye Ruggieri will be attending.
Session went on to new items for discernment. The first item was the discussion
of and approval by session of the Mission Statement presented by the Bakery Café
Team through the Connect Ministry. The statement reads as follows: A Bakery
Café dedicated to glorifying God by developing relationships with the individuals
and families of the Little Neck Peninsula through hospitality, food and fellowship.

The team will now move on to the next step of this exploration process to review
the estimated startup costs to present to Session at the next meeting in
September.
Serve Ministry presented an item for discernment regarding how KGPC might aid
the Seton House Youth Shelter Program. Our church has had a long standing
relationship with Seton House. Our youth have raised more than $2600, currently,
in supporting their mission. Session will be supplied with more information and
will have further discussion during the September Session meeting.
Session unanimously voted in favor of taking on a Spiritual Formation Intern.
Kelley Valencia will start in this position on September 1, 2020 through December
4, 2020. This role will include: creation of a prayer room, Prayer Tent activities,
etc. There is no specific compensation for this internship. A gift or honorarium
may be determined.
A motion from Serve Ministry was carried with no objection to grant permission to
Meals on Wheels to use KGPC for food distribution beginning September 1, 2020.
The final item for discernment was the reopening of King’s Grant Presbyterian
Church for in-person worship September 13, 2020. Session voted not to have inperson worship and will address again at the next session meeting in September.
Session is also considering other options for worship.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:39 p.m. To God
be the Glory in Session’s discernment, discussions and decisions.

Click
HERE to
Give
On-line
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