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Talking about Race in Church
Amanda Pine
In April, we embarked on a five week study of Debby Irving’s book, Waking Up
White: Finding Myself in the Story of Race. In part, this is in response to an invitation
from the Co-Moderators of the 222nd General Assembly of the PC(USA), to discuss
some of the themes raised in the book. So far, we have covered our racial identity,
the concept of race as a whole, and the systematic racism that is pervasive in our
country. Since beginning the study, I have received some questions about what we
are discussing in the class. I thought I would use some space in the newsletter this
week to explain a few topics we are discussing.
Helpful definitions when talking about race (adapted from “Facing Racism: A Vision of the Intercultural
Community-Churchwide Antiracism Policy”):
White Privilege: John Calvin, understood sin as a corporate state of all of humanity rather than an individual
belief, action, or moral failing. As such, we must have humility about our own righteousness and must
adhere to the grace of God in Jesus. Schleiermacher expanded on this a little with his use of "original sin"
and "actual sin." Actual sin would be the sinful actions and beliefs of each person. Original sin would be the
communal ways of being that are in opposition to God. This brings us to white privilege. The actual sins of
bigoted beliefs, hate crimes, prejudice, and intentional discrimination stem from, and contribute to, the
original sin of systematic racism that permeates our culture and society. No one today needs to commit an
actual sin for such inequality to continue. White people in the USA continue to reap the benefits of being
white, even when, individually, they believe in the equality of all people. This is what is known as white
privilege. Just as people of color did not choose to be oppressed, white people (most of them, anyway) did
not actively choose to have privilege.
Prejudice: Prejudice is understood to be judgments made in the absence of due examination and
consideration of facts; and these judgments are held even when contradicted by facts. They are often driven
primarily by emotional responses such as fear. When prejudice is based on racial consideration it is racial
prejudice. However, racial prejudice alone is not racism.
Racism: When racial prejudice is combined with power it becomes racism. Racism is a consequence of
learned values and behaviors. Racism is nurtured and sustained by systematic power.
Using these three definitions, we are discussing our own perceptions when it comes to race, our racial and
cultural heritage, and exploring some of the ways in which we are privileged.
Why talk about race in church? Shouldn’t we stay out of all that political stuff?
The Bible insistently reveals that God loves diversity and justice. Racism is the opposite of what God
intends for humanity. It is the rejection of the other, and that is entirely contrary to the Word of God incarnate
in Jesus Christ. The church today exists in the world as it is: a world fraught with systematic racism, injustice,
and intolerance. We have made great strides in the past, but our work is not done. God’s vision for humanity,
a vision of justice and diversity, remains unrealized. We are not fulfilling God’s call if we simply exist in the
comfort of our safety bubbles. This is why we need dialogue surrounding race. This is why we need safe
space to engage in such conversation.
You too can join in on the conversation! On May 20th, KGPC will host “Racial Taboo,” a video documentary
surrounding conceptualizations of privilege. We have also created a Facebook Group for discussion and
sharing of resources that you can join! You can access the group through our KGPC Facebook page. I am
always happy to talk about any of these concepts with anyone, so just shoot me an e-mail to schedule a
meeting (a.pine@kgpc.org).
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11:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship Service

Summer Schedule starts:

9:00 a.m. — Faith Formation
10:00 a.m. — One Service

Summer Sermon Series: Glorifying God Through Music
Our Summer Sermon series will begin with the one worship service schedule on May
27th and continues through July 8th focusing on Glorifying God through Music.
Music plays a central role in worship, both in heaven and on earth. Music touches us
in ways that words cannot. When coupled with our faith
and theology, God uses music to bring us to a deeper
relationship.
A detailed series outline will be available
in the June E-News.

King’s Academy of Fine Arts: Fall Registration has begun. You are invited to give
your child classes in Music, Art, and Dance on Thursdays, 9:00-11:30 a.m., September
6 – May 23.Open to children 2 ½ - 5 years old. For more information, contact the
Church Office (340-2840) or Janet Phelps (580-5899) or j.phelps@kgpc.org

CALLING ALL MEN: MEN’S CHORUS
Join us for our 24th year. A willing voice is all that is
needed. 2 Rehearsals: Thursdays, May 31 & June
7, from 6:30-7:15 p.m. We will sing at the 10:00 a.m.
service on June 10th. Call Janet Phelps (580-5899) or
the church (340-2840) for more information.

The next meeting for the Worship Ministry is Monday, May 14th at 6:30 p.m.
We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for worship at all times.

CARE MINISTRY
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Jacque Camlet & Susan Stoke, Team Leaders

Guys & Gals Adult Fellowship
The Guys & Gals Adult Fellowship will be the
guest of Harbor’s Edge retirement facility on May 16 for
a buffet lunch and presentation on the mission and
history of Fort Norfolk by retired U.S. Army Colonel
Paul Olsen, the former commanding officer of the Army
Corps of Engineers in Norfolk.
Following the presentation, Colonel Olsen will lead a walking tour of Fort
Norfolk, perhaps one of the City of Norfolk’s most historic hidden treasures.
There is no charge for the lunch and tour but registration by May 11 is important so we can provide the number
of attendees from KGPC. Contact Pat Kelley in the church office to register at 340-2840 or p.kelley@kgpc.org.
A photo ID is required for entry into the fort.
We will meet in the church parking lot at 11 a.m. on May 16 and car pool to Harbor’s Edge at 11:10 a.m.
Valet parking will be available at the front entrance at One Colley Avenue just a short distance off Brambleton Avenue
in Norfolk. Join us for a day of fellowship, education and a lovely lunch. All are welcome.

The next Care Ministry meeting is in June

CONNECT MINISTRY
Bob Larose, Team Leader
Connect ministry is looking for a Welcome Bag Coordinator.
The welcome bag coordinator prepares welcome bags to
be given to visitors each Sunday. For additional details
contact Georgia Jones, gigigeorgia66@gmail.com or
Bob Larose, laroserg@gmail.com

Bethlehem Walk 2018
will be held
November 30th—
December 2nd
The next Connect ministry meeting is
Thursday, May 3rd at 6:30 p.m.

National Day of Prayer
Thursday, May 3rd

GROW MINISTRY
May 2018

Betsy Leonard & Susan Kerr, Team Leaders
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This month in Faith Formation…
Youth Fellowship: Sunday May 6th 5:00-7:30 p.m. Fellowship Hall, Room 102
Join us for food, fun, and fellowship. Youth Fellowship is a monthly gathering where youth (6th-12th
Grade) can grow in an authentically Christian atmosphere. Each month we will begin with dinner and
games and then have a topical lesson regarding the connection of faith to life.

Youth Sunday Practice –
For everyone participating in Youth Sunday on May 6,
please come to practice Saturday, May 5 at 10:00 a.m.

Pentecost Celebration
May 20, 2018 9:45AM-10:45AM
Happy birthday to the Christian Church!
On May 20th, we will celebrate Pentecost—the
event where the Holy Spirit empowered the church
to fulfill the mission of Jesus Christ! Join us in the
Fellowship Hall for family friendly prayer stations,
food, and fellowship. There will be a photo booth,
lots of fun activities, and more! Join us for this
celebration at the end of our regular church
schedule.

Children’s Summer Sunday School Schedule Begins!
May 27, 2018 9:00-10:00 a.m. Fellowship Hall
Beginning May 27th, the summer schedule begins! Children pre-school through 5th grade should join
us in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday for a special summer group study on the parables. Children will
start off learning about one of Jesus’ parables as a group and then rotate around from station to
station to express the parables using different learning techniques.

Summer Ladies’ Bible Study: June 13th—August 1st
Join us for an exciting 6-week study of
The Miracles of Jesus: Finding God in Desperate Moments by Jessica LaGrone!
This study includes guided individual study, group discussions, and short video
teachings. We will meet on Wednesday evenings from 7:00—8:30 p.m. in the
Parlor and Connection Point. (We will not meet the week of July 4th.) The first
meeting will be an introduction and an opportunity to pick up a participant book ($13).
Please sign up in the Connection Point so that we can be sure to have enough books available.
For more information, contact Pat Bowling at pgbowling3728@gmail.com.

GROW MINISTRY
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Confirmation 2018
Confirmation will occur biannually for grades seven and eight. The first year of this model (2018) included
seven 7th – 9th graders. Ally Restrepo, Kyle Restrepo, Charleigh Beekler, Ainsley Hetherington, Sean
McNulty, Maddie Camlet, and Bryn Jones completed Confirmation this year. Components of the program
included, weekly 1.5 hour meetings following the traditional church service, bi-weekly meetings with mentors, completing Journey Through The Bible workbook, writing a statement of faith, participation in a retreat,
individual meetings with the teachers, field trips, and service projects.
Youth in the program completed two mission projects: serving dinner at JCOC and serving dinner to our
winter shelter guests. They went on two field trips in our time together as a group. One trip was to visit
Temple Emanuel Synagogue at the oceanfront and one was right across the street at St. Nicholas Catholic
Church. They also completed a Bible workbook called Journey Through the Bible that works through the
entirety of the Bible.
Throughout the process, youth were able to think about their faith more in depth. We spent time talking
through major theological concepts, how faith relates to everyday life, and oriented the group with
Presbyterian and church beliefs. We are immensely proud of the work that each of the Confirmation
students has put into this process. Their hard work has shown that they are devoted, faithful, and have
grown in their relationships with God and with each other.

Racial Taboo Film Screening Fellowship Hall
May 20, 2018 5:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
When the subject of “race” comes up, many people
choose to avoid it. As a result, it continues to be a
taboo subject.
Most white people don’t bring it up with a black person
because they fear the potential shame of having their
prejudice revealed. Many black folks don’t want to bring
up the subject because they don’t trust white folks to be
honest about their beliefs or that this time will be any
different than the past. As a result we don’t know each
other.
In fact, a recent Reuters Poll on race indicated that 40% of white Americans do not have a friend (often not
even an acquaintance) of a different color. Racial Taboo events are working to change that in an innovative
way using film, and it’s working.
Join us for a viewing of the film and discussion afterwards.
Dessert and coffee will be served. Nursery care will be available.

Mom’s Group
will be meeting Sunday May 13th, during the
10-11 hour in the Connection point.
We will meet the second Sunday of each month.

Join us for thought provoking

The next Grow Ministry meeting is
Monday, May 7th at 6:30 p.m.

GROW MINISTRY
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VBS Participant Registration!
Mark these dates on your calendar: July 30- August 3
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us through life’s storms. Shipwrecked is filled
with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! Sciency-Fun Gizmos™,
team-building games, cool Bible songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help
faith flow into real life. (Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure to send them in
play clothes and safe shoes.) Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God in everyday life—
something we call God Sightings. Get ready to hear that phrase a lot!
Your kids will also participate in a hands-on mission project, through a program called Operation Kid-toKid™, that will provide seeds for families in Haiti to grow food.
The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 12 p.m.
Visit this website to register your children for VBS:
https://vbspro.events/p/kgpc
VBS Volunteers Needed!
At Shipwrecked VBS, kids discover how Jesus rescues us through
life’s storms. Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences
kids see, hear, touch, and even taste! We need many volunteers to pull off
this amazing event! We have opportunities for everyone!
The fun starts at 9:00 a.m. and will end at 12 p.m.
Visit this website to register as a volunteer for VBS: https://vbspro.events/p/kgpc

Pollen be gone and bellies be filled! Come and get your car washed
and enjoy a hot dog lunch on the lawn on Sunday, May 20th
immediately after the 11:00 service.
All love offerings will help defray costs for the Massanetta Youth
Conference and the Montreat Youth Conference.

May 2018

SERVE MINISTRY
Marie Garrenton, Team Leader

8

Democratic Republic of the Congo crafts.
Crafts made in the DRC will be sold in the Connection Point
on April 29 through May 27 between Services
The sale of these items will help support the mission of the Women’s Center in Kinshasa. There are iPad
covers, change purses, handbags, aprons, shirts and pillow covers sown by students of the Women’s
Center’s sewing school. There is also handmade jewelry.100% of the proceeds support the missions of the
Women’s Center. This center provides temporary shelter for women and children, sewing school, feeding
programs, counseling, school tuition for orphans and more. Monique Misenga’s life work is to provide
survival skills to poverty stricken women in Kinshasa.

LADDERS, COOKIES, VOLUNTEERS, PRAYERS NOTES NEEDED THE WEEK OF JUNE 24-30
KGPC, Providence Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian of Virginia Beach are co-sponsoring a HUGE mission trip
in conjunction with Group Mission, a Christian Mission program for teens from Colorado. 456 campers and 20 plus volunteer adults will descend on Virginia Beach to help refurbish 67 homes. This mass effort has been worked on and
planned for more than a year, with the help and financial support of our Serve ministry. Now we need YOUR help!
LADDERS: We need 70-80 ladders of all sizes. Ladders will be picked up from your home
by June 22 and returned to your home by July 1. If you have one to lend, please
contact Julie Seipel (mseipel@aol.com)
COOKIES AND DRINKS: Every afternoon and evening the teens are given snacks that are
donated by area churches. KGPC has committed to a Cookie Fest and needs 250
dozen cookies, packaged like Kairos cookies, by Sunday, June 24. Individual juice
beverages are also needed. A collection box will be in the Connection Point.
VOLUNTEERS: Volunteers are needed the week prior to the camp and Friday, June 30
to pick up and deliver ladders. If you are available, contact Julie Seipel (mseipel@aol.com).
PRAYER NOTES: We plan to put a handwritten “thank you” prayer in each cookie bag to say thanks to the teens for
serving God. If you are able to write a few notes, please put them in Julie’s box in the office.
Thanks for your generosity of time and talents in helping bring the hands & feet of Christ
as well as the hammers, paintbrushes and renovation energies of these young people to Virginia Beach!

The next Serve Ministry meeting is Monday, May 21st at 7:00 p.m.

May 2018
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SESSION

LEADERSHIP

The next Session meeting is
Monday, May 21st at 7:00 p.m.

The next Leadership meeting is
Tuesday, May 15th at 6:15 p.m.

Session Highlights
The KGPC Session met on Monday, April 23. We had an update on the filling of two nursery
positions. MariaHernandez was interviewed and wishes to serve as a volunteer and is being considered for
one of the position. Interviews continue to fill the second position. Funding for the website improvement was
approved. The changes will correct current difficulties in updates, user friendliness and poor linkage with
other servicing apps. The Discernment team continues to seek a spirit lead allocation of God’s blessings of
assets from the sale of the Thalia property. However the highlight of the session meeting was the
confirmation class. Confirmation class members are; Maddie Camlet, Bryn Jones, Ainsley Hetherington,
Sean McNulty, Ally Restrepo, Kyle Restrepo and Charleigh Beekler. Amanda Pine described the educational
preparations. She then asked two questions of each candidate form their study of the Bible as well as the
Book of Order of the PCUSA. After the Q and A each candidate shared their prepared statement of faith. Of
note is the excellent way each candidate presented themselves and their deep heartfelt statements of faith.
The session was truly blessed by their preparation and presentation. The church can be overly proud of its
seven newest members.

EQUIP MINISTRY
Property—Gay Aridas, Leader
The next Property meeting will be in June
A friendly reminder...Please do not prop open doors before, during or after an event. THANK YOU!

May 2018
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King’s Grant Presbyterian Church
745 Little Neck Rd
Virginia Beach, VA 23452

September 2018 School Year registrations now open
Classes for 3 and 4 year olds
Morning or afternoon classes (M T W 9 -12 & 12:30 – 3:30)
Experienced teachers-CPR, First Aid & MAT trained
Assistant teacher in each class, music teacher,
Chapel teacher
 Field trips & special programs
 New Playground
 Certified by the Department of Social Services
Contact Info:
King’s Grant Office
757-340-2840
Trinity Preschool Director, Marion Mitchell 757-478-4381





Email: Trinitypreschoolvb@gmail.com
Website: https://www.trinitypreschoolvb.org

King’s Academy of Fine Arts
Fall Registration has begun!
Classes begin September 6 – May 23






Add one morning of Fine Arts Fun to enrich your Preschooler’s education!
Art, Dance, Music
For 2 ½ through 5 year olds
Thursdays 9:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Registration now open
Contact Info:
King’s Grant Office
757-340-2840
Janet Phelps
757-580-5899

May 2018

11

ELIZABETH

EVE
Circles will meet on May 8, 2018

LYDIA

 Elizabeth Circle meets in the parlor at 10:00 a.m.
We often have lunch after the circle meeting served to us in the Connection Point by some awesome
ladies of the church…we call them the Lunch Angels! Lunch is the same day at 11:30 following
Elizabeth Circle.

 Eve Circle is at 7:15 p.m. in the Parlor/Connection
 Lydia Circle will be meeting at Florence Strange’s for a salad supper at 6:00 p.m.
Circles meet on the second Tuesday of the month.
If you need more information, contact Georgia Jones (757-463-7262) or Eva Rice (757-340-2472).

EXTRA ..EXTRA..READ ALL ABOUT IT!...
 BOOK CLUB—

Tuesday, May 29, 7 p.m.
This month’s book is A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
- Books available through Julie Seipel and be sure to contact her if
you have a suggestion for a good read. (jseipel57@gmail.com)

RENT A TEEN! Rent a KGPC Youth for the odd jobs around the house, so the youth can
raise money for our Summer trips! Middle school youth are attending the Massanetta Middle
School conference in June, and high school youth are attending the Montreat Youth
Conference in July.


* Yard work—* Babysitting—* Pet sitting—* Holiday decoration take down—* Or…
If you have a need, contact Becky Otto (rotto2@cox.net) for grades 6-9
or Suzy Farley (suzyfarley@yahoo.com) for grades 10-12 to find a teen or teens who are able to help!



Thank you Leilani Ozment, for the beautiful floral arrangements created for both Palm Sunday
and Easter worship services! The purple and lavender tapestry runners used during Lent in our sanctuary were given to us from Thalia Trinity Presbyterian Church, where they were enjoyed for many
years. Purchased from funds of the Presbyterian Women, the runners were sewn by two women of the
church, Sandy Lively and Miriam Callahan.



Gentle Yoga Practice! Tuesdays, 5:45 p.m.-6:45 p.m. in the Parlor,
We will engage in a combination of gentle yoga poses and restorative practice
centered in Christian teaching by Dee Keller. Bring your mat, a block, a
yoga strap, a towel, and a water bottle. You can drop in for a class for $10

May 2018
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Sun.

Mon.

Tues.
1

5:45-Gentle
Yoga

6

YOUTH
SUNDAY

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Worship
Confirmation at 11

Wed.

Thurs.

2
6:30- Prayer
Breakfast
9:00- KAFA
4:30-Choir
Party
6:30–Youth
Choir
7:30-Ladies
Study

3

9

10

Sat.

4

5

11

12

9:00- KAFA
6:30-Connect
Ministry Mtg.
6:30-Lean In

7

8

9:30– Quilters
12:30-Lunch
Bunch

6:30- Prayer
CIRCLES:
9:00- KAFA
Breakfast
10:00 a.m.Elizabeth 9:00- KAFA

2:00-Bonnie
Young Service 5:45-Gentle
Yoga

Fri.

9-2 VBS
Work Day @
Lynnhaven
Methodist
Church

6:00-Care
Ministry Mtg.

6:00-Youth
Fellowship
6:30-Grow
7:15 - Eve
6:30 - Waking Up
Ministry Mtg. 7:30 - Lydia
White Study
@Salad supper

6:30- Lean In

at Florence
Strange’s

13
8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Worship

10:00- Mom’s
Group

14

15

9:30– Quilters
12:30-Lunch
Bunch

16

9:00- KAFA
11:00- Guys
&Gals

6:30-Worship
5:45-Gentle
Ministry Mtg.
Yoga
6:156:30-Kairos
Leadership Mtg. 7:30-Ladies
Study

20

21

8:45 & 11:00 a.m.
Worship

9:30– Quilters
12:30-Lunch
Bunch

17

22

23

9:00- KAFA

6:30-Lean In

24

6:30- Prayer
Breakfast 9:00- KAFA
9:00- KAFA

7:00-Serve
Ministry Mtg.

7:30-Ladies
Study

7:00-SESSION

27 Beginning of 28 Office

29

Summer Hours
9:00— Faith
Formation
Classes
10:00—One
Worship

7:00- Book Club

Closed

19
8-12:00-Elder
Training

5:45-Gentle
Yoga
5-7:00—Racial
Taboo Film

18

6:30- Prayer
Breakfast

6:30-Lean In

30
31
6:30- Prayer
Breakfast

6:30-Lean In

25

26

