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This is the WHOLE Story. Stories of Lives Made Whole through Christ.

For 3 days,
Sonya’s
family was
by her side,
not knowing
if she
would ever
wake up or
what her
condition
might be if
she did.

“On May 6, 2017, God got my attention.”

Sonya fell and hit her head, causing a concussion. After having a seizure, she
slipped into a coma. Bloodwork revealed that at the time of the fall, she had
drugs in her system. That was when her family knew the secret she had been
hiding for years. But was it too late?
Sonya had felt betrayed by God. “I felt He
turned His back on me when He let my dad
die. So I turned my back on Him.” With no
relationship with God, the lost girl had a void… a
void her husband helped her try to fill when he introduced her to rock cocaine.
“I liked it; it numbed me. It got me quick and I didn’t stop using for 4 years.”
Sonya’s weight dropped from 136 to 92 pounds. “My daughter, Catarina,
was forced to care for herself and, at times, she had to take care of me.”

But that all changed on May 9th. “I woke up in the hospital, hooked up to a
breathing tube. My family and friends were praying and crying over me.
I felt so much guilt; ashamed that I had caused all this pain to my loved
ones. But I woke up. God woke me up. That is when I knew I had value.”

Sonya

Alive & Kickin'

When Sonya’s sister, Diane, told her she was flying her to Virginia to go into
New Life For Youth’s Women’s Program, Sonya didn’t hesitate. “My nephew
was an addict and found freedom at NLFY. I entered The Mercy House less
than 2 weeks after coming out of a coma. I was meant to live and God loved
me even when I walked away from Him. He loved me when I was angry and
He saved me to be something great!

NLFY Vocational Training Freedom From The Past

Training For The Future

Training in
Office Administration,
Car Wash & Detailing,
Retail Sales, Food Services,
Child Care, Event Planning,
Construction & Repair, Custodial Services,
Vehicle Repair & Maintenance,
Gardening & Grounds Care,
Resume Writing / Application Prep
Money & Time Management,
Interview Prep

Help a Young Person Train for the LIFE They Were Meant to Live!
My monthly pledge is: o$200 o$150 o$100 o$50 o$20 other_______
I would like to give a one time gift of: o$500 o$250 o$100 o$50 o$20 other____
Name__ _____________________________ Email Address _______________________ Phone #___________
Address ____________________________________ City ________________________ State ____ Zip________
Credit Card Type oMastercard oVisa oDiscover
Credit Card # _____________________________________________ Exp.Date _____________CVV #________
Use this form to authorize New Life For Youth to charge your credit card the specified amount every month. lf you
wish to stop these monthly charges, contact NLFY Bookkeeping Dept. @ 804-276-6767 and indicate that you wish
the monthly charges to end, specifying your name, address, and phone number.

New Life For Youth is a 501 (c) (3) tax exempt organization.
Donations and contributions are tax-deductible as allowed by law.
Donations by mail should be sent to:
PO Box 13526 Richmond, VA 23225

Giving changes lives.

“You mourn for the child with the bright eyes who

has so much potential - handsome, smart and loving. If
you saw my son walking down the street you would have
no idea of his addiction. He looks like a college student.”

Hope Notes:
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“He’s only 14! He
should be skateboarding
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“I saw my daughter in the store today-I hadn’t seen her since Mothers Day 6
Carlos and Rosalinda Torres-Rivera months ago. She looked awful. Lost weight, skin not looking right, infection in
both eyes. We hugged & all I felt was bone. I told her I love her. As she walked
Executive Directors
away I got the sinking feeling that I would never see her alive again.”
I know there’s victory and I know the
Source of it. My parents have seen its
proof in changed lives for 50 years.
The reality,
however,
is
that
without something interrupting the
course of addiction, many of the
parents who posted their pain in those
comments, have or will bury their
child.
We see torment traded for God’s
transforming power every day in our
homes for men, women, and children.
We aren’t faced with statistics around
here. We are face-to-face with the
struggle that leads to change. It’s
the struggle of resistance until there’s
surrender. Then we see the beautiful
struggle of a new creation being born.
At NLFY, we interrupt addiction’s
death plot by changing the trajectory
of a person’s life through vocational
and life-skills training, parenting
c o u r s e s ,
You hear the
mentorship, and
statistics and you counseling, with
full focus on a
shake your head, l i f e - c h a n g i n g
relationship
"What is this
with Christ.

world coming to?"
Well, around here,
we're determined
to see it
come to Jesus!

Being used by
God makes
for a good life
and, around
here, we are
outrageously
grateful.

JONATHAN, WHAT ARE YOU MOST THANKFUL FOR?
“That God kept me alive this long. Against all odds.
He must have a purpose for me.”
Purpose. We all want to know what ours is. At NLFY, our
students seem surprised to find out that they have one at all.
Some believe their existence is a mistake; others believe their
purpose has been squandered by their own choices...
But our God redeems the lost & restores what was lost.

Jonathan’s Story

“In 2011, The day my brother was killed in a car accident,
I found out I had cancer and was given only a year to live.”
Believing he wouldn’t see his 27th birthday, Jonathan lost all
hope. “I was prescribed a lot of pain meds and I abused them
from the very beginning. The following year, cancer took my
best friend and then my mom lost her battle with the disease.
Getting high was the only way I knew how to deal with all the loss
and pain.”
Without God, it’s not surprising that the young man had given up.
It’s also not surprising that God made a way where there seemed
to be none. It’s what He does if we let Him.
At NLFY, Jonathan is learning to let Him.
“I believe that I still have a lot of work to
do but I’m not as bitter, and I no longer
blame God for the bad times. I’ve come
to realize that it was God who saved me
from what the doctor’s said would kill me.
I know now that I’m here for a reason.”
Jonathan’s vocational training includes
working at NLFY Wash & Roll Car Wash.

Here’s What’s Happening....
Nov. 9
Nov. 12
Nov. 18
Nov. 22
Dec. 3
Dec. 17
Dec. 24

If you’re serious about changing your life, we can
help with that. The first move is yours. Call us.

1-844-231-HOPE

newlifeforyouth.org

Dec. 31

Victory Banquet*
Family Support Group
@The Richmond House
FREE Turkey Giveaway*
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Family Support Group
@NLOI Church
Toys Of Hope
Christmas Eve @NLOI
The Christmas Story
told by Victor Torres
NYE Celebration

*For tix or info: 804-276-6767

