
A More Light Presbyterian Congregation joyfully 

welcoming people from all walks of life,  

celebrating the difference of race,  ethnicity,  

sexual orientation, gender identity,  

and ability of all people as children of God.   

  

August  1, 2021 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 

Gathering for Worship  
reminds us of God’s Holy 
Breath that breathed us to life 
and is an occasion for us to 
share the love of God. 

 

Artwork: 
“manna.two.eighteen” by Nu-
no Paixao 

 
 

 
Call to Worship: taken from 

Courage to Love/Liturgies for 

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual 

and Transgender Community, 

compiled by Geoffrey Dun-

can, p61  

 

Hymn 65: Few Welsh hymns 
are as well-known or loved as 
this 18th-century text that did 
not gain its popular tune until 
the early 20th century. In both 
its original text and in English 
translation, it is a stirring 
hymn of pilgrimage filled with 
vivid imagery from Hebrew 
scripture.  

 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

Call to Worship  

Liturgist:  Tread lightly on the earth, my friend, it’s there for everyone  
  who turns the soil and tends the seed and works in rain and sun:  
 All: Who marvels at the season’s change and braves each  
  unknown way and recognizes God’s presence in every new- 
  born day.  

Liturgist:  Tread lightly with each other, friend, step softly side by side, in  
  difference and acceptance, for true love and trust abide.  
 All: We can see around this table, reflections of Christ’s face,  
  and recognize Christ’s touch in every warm exchange.  

Liturgist:  Tread lightly on my dreams, my friend, for they are your dreams  
  too, of people in community of visions born anew;  
 All: Of love and hope and sharing, of dangers safely past, of  
  praise and expectation until God’s reign comes at last!  

Hymn 65 (attached) Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 



Prayer For Reconciliation 

“Must we not seem to ants as gods,  
All out of scale, too vast to see,  
Pursuing unknown, godlike ways 
With arbitrary, awful steps,  
Destroying worlds, disbursing crumbs,  
Capricious, brutal, grand, aloof?”  

Forgive us Holy One for moving through the world as if we know 
all there is to know.  Reconcile us to all that we do not notice; to 
all we pass by and ignore. Lead us in the way of your  
compassion.  

Moment of Silence 

Sung Response God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me  

God, be the love to search and keep me; 
God, be the prayer to move my voice; 
God, be the strength to now uphold me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 
        
Christ in the eyes of all who see me, 
Christ in the ears that hear my voice, 
Christ in the hearts of all who know me: 
O Christ, surround me; O Christ, surround me. 

Words of Reconciliation 

God’s Written and Spoken Word 
Prayer of  illumination 

A Reading From the Hebrew Scripture Exodus 16: 2-4 

They began to complain against Moses and Aaron there in the wilderness. 
The people of Israel said to them, “If only we had died by God’s hand in the 
land of Egypt, when we sat next to pots of meat and ate our bread till we were 
filled! But now you have brought the whole community out into this wilderness 
to die of hunger!” Then God said to Moses, “Look, I will rain down bread from 
heaven for you. The people will go out and gather a day’s portion every day, 
so that I can test them to see if they will follow my instructions.  

Small Talk 

A Reading from the New Testament John 6: 24-35 

When the people saw that neither Jesus nor the disciples were there, they got 
into those boats and crossed to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they 
found Jesus on the other side of the lake, they said, “Rabbi, when did you get 
here?” Jesus answered them, “The truth of the matter is, you’re not looking for 
me because you’ve seen signs, but because you’ve eaten your fill of the 
bread.  

You shouldn’t be working for perishable food, but for life-giving food that lasts 
for all eternity; this, the Chosen One can give you, for the Chosen One bears 
the seal of Abba God.” At this they said, “What must we do to perform the 
works of God?” Jesus replied, “This is the work of God: to believe in the one 
whom God has sent.” So they asked Jesus, “What sign are you going to give 
to show us that we should believe in you? What will you do?  

Prayer for Reconcilia-
tion: portion in italics tak-
en from Courage to Love/
Liturgies for the Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgender Community, 
compiled by Geoffrey Dun-
can, p61 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture Readings:  

taken from The Inclusive 

Bible/ The First Egalitarian 

Translation  
 

 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide 

a small talk, a brief,  

informal re-telling of  

scripture, or explanation of 

worship or aspect of the 

faith journey. 



Our ancestors had manna to eat in the desert; as scripture says, ‘God 
gave them bread from heaven to eat.’ ” Jesus said to them, “The truth of 
the matter is, Moses hasn’t given you bread from heaven; yet my Abba 
gives you the true bread from heaven.  For the bread of God is the one 
who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.”  “Teacher,” 
they said, “give us this bread from now on.”  Jesus explained to them, “I 
am the bread of life. No one who comes to me will ever be hungry; no one 
who believes in me will be thirsty.” 

Sermon Bread From Heaven Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

God’s Grace Made Visible 

Invitation to the Table 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Pastor:  Every person longs to be loved.  
All:  Where should love most be felt, but at home.  

Pastor: What is home but that place where your name becomes  
  precious, the place where you name finds power?  You find  
  power when you are at home because it is there that you are  
  loved, cherished, and accepted just as you are, with all your  
  frailty, fears and flaws.  

All:  It is there in that lovely dwelling place called home that you 
 discover you don’t have to be perfect to be loved.   

Pastor: There, at home, you are able to embrace the truth that it’s part  
  of your life’s journey to be in process.   
 All: You don’t have to be finished to be good.  You don’t have to 
  be finished to see your splendor.  

Words of Institution 

Sharing the Bread and Cup 

Responding with Alleluia 
Sing Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia (repeat)  

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 (May the Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.) 

Responding to God’s Word 

Mission Statement 

Liturgist: We trust in God’s grace as we gather:  
 All: By the grace of God, the people of Ocean Heights  
  Presbyterian Church, a member congregation of the  
  Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), gather for worship and  
  ministry in the name of Christ.  

Liturgist: Our welcome is bold and joyful!  

 All: We joyfully welcome people from all walks of life,  

  celebrating the difference of race, ethnicity, sexual  

  orientation, gender identity, and ability of all people as  

  children of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Prayer of Thanksgiv-
ing:  A Tree Full of Angels by 
Macrina Wiederkehr; p 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: This 

Mission Statement for Ocean 

Heights Presbyterian Church 

was adopted by the Session 

on Tuesday, May 28, 2019.  

 
 
 
 
 



 Liturgist: We are Christ’s body seeking peace, and justice! 

 All: We strive to be the body of Christ in the world, working for  

  peace and justice for all persons.  We join with people of good 

  faith to address the threats of climate change and the  

  degradation of God’s good creation.  

Liturgist: We acknowledge faith beyond the walls of church and celebrate the 

  diversity of gifts God has created.  

 All: As a progressive Christian congregation, we endeavor to  
  understand and practice the faith we have from scripture,  
  informed by the wisdom of science and the theological and  
  cultural diversity of the world’s people.  

Liturgist: We are a people of gratitude and trust God’s love to lead us.  
 All: We give thanks to God for the community we share in  
  worship and ministry for the sake of a world where love is  
  more possible.  

Hymn 451 (attached) Open My Eyes, That I May See 

Benediction  

Sung Response 







WHO WE ARE – A GLOSSARY 

Adult Education – Classes offered after worship and other scheduled times 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments and fellowship following worship (will re-

sume in the future)  

ATOW (And the Other Women) - Women meeting for study and mission will resume 

at a time to be announced.  

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for worship – rehearsal to resume at a time 

to be announced.  

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of care and compassion for one another  

Congregational Events Committee – planning for dinners, and other activities – is 

currently forming  

Deborah Circle – Women’s study, schedule to be announced  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project to support small farmers and producers, 

products for sale monthly  

Heart and Soul – Prayer and conversation, open to anyone, schedule to be  

announced.  

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, contact pastor if interested.  

Mutual Ministry Committee – offering support and guidance for personnel matters 

Property and Finance – caring for the church property and finances  

Worship/Music/Arts Committee – planning for worship  

Mission/ Social Justice Committee – leading the church in mission and social  

justice  

Next Church Task Force – assisting the Session in future planning  

New Building Task Force – working on a plan to remodel building  

Sacrament of Communion – Communion celebrated on the first Sunday of each 

month. 

Sacred Stitchers – sewing with a purpose, schedule to be announced 

Session – Governing council of the congregation served by the pastor and ordained 

elders.  

Welcome Hosts – Greeting folks as they enter the sanctuary on Sunday  

Wifi Password: ohchurch 



We are a member church. 

covnetpres.org 

mlp.org 

Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church 

Proud member congregation of the  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

 

Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees – Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Joanne Gazo 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

phone 609 788.0271 

fax 609 788.0279 

www.ohchurch.org  

office@ohchurch.org  
 

Church Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9:30 am – 2:30 pm 

Tuesday 11:00 am – 4:00 pm  

 

Wifi Password: ohchurch 

Sacrament of  Communion served on the  

1st Sunday of each month.  

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

 Session  

Sharon Eaton David Prescott Art Farnum 

Stephanie Bense Lorene Gilman Betsy Phillips 

Dianna Lease Barbara Bennet Carol Petters 

mailto:office@ohchurch.org

