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February 28, 2021 

2nd Sunday in Lent 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 

 

Cover Art: The picture is of 

Marshall James Kavanaugh, 

Dream Poet for Hire.  He was 

creating poetry on January 

14, 2021 in the Rittenhouse 

Square Park in Philadelphia.  

He wrote the poem we are 

speaking during Lent on the 

little typewriter in the park.  
 

Call to Worship: Words of 

Home by Carol Petters, and 

Judy Kohatsu 

 

Hymn 726  The first four stan-

zas of this ballad-like hymn 

are understood to be in the 

voice of Christ, with the fifth 

reflecting the individual sing-

er’s response. Created for this 

traditional Scottish tune, the 

text was written to mark the 

conclusion of a youth volun-

teer’s time of ministry. 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude 

Call to Worship 

Liturgist: “There is a difference between a house and a home.  I live in a  
  house.  Its construction keeps me from experiencing the outside 
  elements.  Within that house that we own, there is a home.   
 All: A home is where we find love, safety, and comfort that  
  envelops our heart.”  (Carol Petters) 

Liturgist:  “Home is:  
 Where I can be creative no matter how messy that is.  
 Where I am loved, respected and my gifts accepted.  
 Where I can be me without censure.  
 All:  Home is where I can learn and share my learnings.  
 Home is where humor and beauty exist.  
 Home is where God feeds me.”  (Judy Kohatsu) 

Liturgist: “I share this as I sit here isolated at home here in my house. I do 
 so because of this pandemic. I am isolated from my family and 
 friends that I hold so dear.   
 All: But I always know that returning and staying home is where 
  I want and need to be in order to feel safe, but no less  
  loved.”  (Carol Petters)  

Hymn 726 Will You Come and Follow Me 



Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 

Speaking Reconciliation Together 

Pastor:  Justice begins with hearing ones story.   
 All: “For me my mother is the only treasure I have. My stepfather beats 
  her. It makes my blood boil. My real Dad lives in Honduras. I do    
  see him, and I greet him out of respect because I know he brought 
  me into the world, but I would have preferred it if he hadn't. It’s like 
  a stake I carry in my heart.  
  I was abandoned when I was three. My grandmother raised me. 
  She's good natured. She gets angry but she's a good person. I  
  want everything to change. Change and be someone else.”  

Pastor:  When asked who he wanted to be, Kevin answered, “Well anyone.” 
 And he smiled.  
 How can our compassion turn into action?  
 Let us sit in silence for a moment and allow God’s Spirit to lead us.  

Gathered in Silence in the Company of Others 

Sung Response #466 Come and Fill Our Hearts    (Sing Twice) 

Come and fill our hearts with your peace, 
You alone, O Lord, are holy.  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. 
Al-le-lu-ia  

Words of Reconciliation 

Pastor:  What is home but that place where forgiveness stands at the door,  
 peers out the window, and rushes down the steps to meet you?....
 The call from God is to come home, to embrace both our   
 littleness and our greatness and come home  

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 (May the Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.) 

God’s Grace Written and Spoken  

Prayer of Illumination 

Reading from the Scriptures Genesis 17:1-7 

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, Yahweh appeared and said, “I am 
the “Breasted One”.  Walk in my presence and be blameless. I will make a 
covenant between you and me, and I will increase your numbers  
increasingly.”  

Abram fell on his face before God, and God said to Abram, “This is my cov-
enant with you:  You will be the ancestor of many nations.  You are no long-
er to be called Abram, “Respected Parent,” but Abraham, “Progenitor of a 
Multitude,” for you are the progenitor of a multitude of nations. I will make 
nations of you and rulers will spring from you.  I will establish my covenant 
between me and you, and your descendants after you for generations to 
come, I will be your God, and the God of your descendants after you.     

Small Talk 

 

 

Speaking Reconciliation:   

These words are taken from 

the documentary titled Which 

Way Home. In this gripping 

story, a group of young, unac-

companied Central American 

children struggle to make 

their way through Mexico, in 

order to ultimately reach the 

United States and jump the 

border to a new home. Direc-

tor Rebecca Cammisa follows 

the struggles of these would-

be illegal aliens as they battle 

poverty, dangerous train rides 

and potential predators, keep-

ing their sights set on the 

possibility of a better life that 

awaits in a new country. 

 

 

 

 

 

Words of Reconciliation: by 

author Macrina Wiederkehr/A 

Tree Full of Angels (p3) 

 

 

 

 

Scriptures are taken from 

the Inclusive Bible/The First 

Egalitarian Translation.  The 

Breasted One, used in Gene-

sis 17 is a term related to the 

name El Shaddai.  There is a 

growing opinion that Shaddai 

may derive from the word 

shad or “breast” – thus El 

Shaddai may be a feminine 

image of God meaning “the 

Breasted God”.   

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide a 

small talk, a brief, informal re-

telling of scripture, or expla-

nation of worship or aspect of 

the faith journey 



A Reading from the Scriptures Mark 8: 21-38 

Then Jesus began to teach them that the Promised One had to suffer 
much, be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and religious scholars, be 
put to death, and rise again three days later. Jesus said these things quite 
openly.   

Peter then took Jesus aside and began to take issue with him.  At this,  
Jesus turned around and, eyeing the disciples reprimanded Peter: “Get 
out of my sight, you Satan! You are judging by human standards and not 
God’s!”  

If you wish to come after me, you must deny your very self and take up 
your cross and follow in my footsteps.  If you would save your life, you’ll 
lose it, but if you lose your life for my sake, you’ll save it.   

What would you gain if you were to win the whole world but lose your self 
in the process?  What can you offer in exchange for your soul?   
Whoever in this faithless and corrupt generation is ashamed of me and my 
worlds will find, in turn, that the Promised One and the holy angels will be 
ashamed of that person, when all stand before our God in glory!”  

Sermon   Rules Under My Roof Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Responding to God’s Grace 

Longing Together for Home 

Liturgist: a weight upon the chest to be so distant 
 anchored in different waters  
 but the currents pull at us 
 ocean tides grasping 
  at a world only our own  
 All: foundations of comfort 
 roots to grow 
 a roof that shields us  
 garden beds to sustain all hope 

Liturgist:  more than a memory 
 a feeling 
 an impression  
 All:  home travels along in us 
 wherever we go 

Liturgist: to make a return  
 is to know a sense of belonging  
 All: to come close to intentions  
 set by rest and warmth of stillness 
   in our surrounding 

Pastoral Prayer 

Responding to God’s Word 

Benediction and Charge  

  

Second Reading :  Transla-

tion based on The Inclusive 

Bible and the Youngs Literal 

Translation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction and Charge: by 

Macrina Wiederkehr/ A Tree 

Full of Angels (p2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 




