
A More Light Presbyterian Congregation  

joyfully welcoming people from all walks 

 of life, celebrating the difference of race,  

ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender  

identity, and ability of all people  

as children of God.  

 October 24, 2021 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 

Photo: Milagro: little miracle/

seeing heart  

 

Call to Worship: taken from 

the Baptist union of Great 

Britain website: http://

www.baptist.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 65: Few Welsh hymns 

are as well known or loved as 

this 18th-century text that did 

not gain its popular tune until 

the early 20th century. In both 

its original text and in English 

translation, it is a stirring 

hymn of pilgrimage filled with 

vivid imagery from Hebrew 

scripture. 

 

 

God Calls Us to Gather 

Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude   If You Will Trust in God to Guide You   Barbara Boertje  

Call to Worship 

Liturgist:  God, our Provider. We worship you as the one who meets our 
needs, who grants our daily bread, who restores our humanity. 

All:  We worship you as the God who knows human need from 
 experience, who knows want, and thirst and humiliation. 

Liturgist: We worship you as your people, in a world where wealth is 
 mixed with poverty; where we have all we need, but don’t know 
 how to share.    

All:   Open our eyes. Not only that we learn sad facts about the  
  world. But open the eyes of our heart, that we may feel our  
  place in this world, as your people. 

Liturgist:  Where there is need, teach us to learn where our wealth lies, 
and help us to give. Where there is injustice, teach us to learn 
the causes, and help us to support and advocate for others.  

 
Hymn  65  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 

www.ohchurch.org 



Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 

Call to Reconciliation 

Prayer of Reconciliation  

One: God of hope, open our eyes; open our hearts. 
All: People are suffering because they don’t have documents. 

They have been oppressed, abused, hurt, scared despised. 

One: They live in anxiety every day. 
All: People are suffering because of lack of confidence, strength, 

courage, support. They have been isolated, detached from 
society. 

One: People are suffering; they suffer from the sin of indifference 
ignorant to the pain of others. 

All: Help us to see the ways we hurt others. 

   Moment of Silence 

Sung Response 698                Take, O Take Me as I Am  
                (sing twice) 

Take, O take me as I am; 
summon out what I shall be; 
set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 (May the Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.) 

Hymn 450  Be Thou My Vision 

 (stanza 1 and 2) 

God’s  Written and Spoken Word 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Lesson   Jeremiah 31:7-9 

For thus says God: Sing aloud with joy for Jacob! Hail the Head of 
Nations! Make your praises heard, and say, “God, save your people, 
Israel’s Remnant!” For I will bring them from the lands of the north and 
gather them from the ends of the earth—the blind and the lame will be 
among them, along with expectant mothers and women in labor. They will 
return in vast numbers. They will return weeping and praying. I will guide 
them in my mercy. I will lead them beside streams of water, along level 
ground where they will not stumble. 

Small Talk 

Anthem                                  Prayer     Lloyd Pfautsch  
Have mercy upon us, Have mercy upon our efforts 

That we before Thee, In love and in faith, Righteousness and humility, 
May follow Thee, with self denial, steadfastness and courage,  

and meet Thee in the silence. 

Give us a pure heart That we may see Thee,  
A humble heart That we may hear Thee,  
A heart of love that we may serve Thee  
A heart of Faith that we may live Thee. 

Thou whom I do not know but whose I am, 
Thou whom I do not comprehend but who has dedicated me to my fate. 

Thou.  

 
 
 
 
Prayer of Reconciliation: 

taken from Liturgies from 

Below/62 Acts of worship by 

Claudio Carvalhaes, p74 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 450: These stanzas are 

selected from a 20th-century 

English poetic version of an 

Irish monastic prayer dating to 

the 10th century or before. 

They are set to an Irish folk 

melody that has proved 

popular and easily sung 

despite its lack of repetition 

and its wide range. 

 

Scripture Readings: 

Scriptures taken from The 

Inclusive Bible. Sheed & Ward. 

Kindle Edition 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide a 

small talk, a brief,  

informal re-telling of  

scripture, or explanation of 

worship or aspect of the faith 

journey. 

 



New Testament Scripture   Mark 10:46-52 

They came to Jericho. As Jesus was leaving Jericho with the disciples and 
a large crowd, a blind beggar named Bartimaeus ben-Timaeus, was sitting 
at the side of the road. When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout and to say, “Heir of David, Jesus, have pity on me!” Many 
people scolded him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the louder, 
“Heir of David, have pity on me!”  

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they called the blind man. 
“Don’t be afraid,” they said. “Get up; Jesus is calling you.” So throwing off 
his cloak, Bartimaeus jumped up and went to Jesus. Then Jesus said, 
“What do you want me to do for you?” “Rabbuni,” the blind man said, “I 
want to see.” Jesus replied, “Go, your faith has saved you.” And 
immediately Bartimaeus received the gift of sight and began to follow 
Jesus along the road.  

Sermon                 Seeing Heart           Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Responding to God’s Word 

Affirmation of Faith    

God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family.  
God’s reconciling love overcomes the barriers between people and breaks 
down every form of discrimination based on racial or ethnic difference, real 
or imaginary.  

The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another 
as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, education, 
leisure, marriage, family, church and the exercises of political rights.  
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination 
and ministers to those injured by it.  Christians who exclude, dominate, or 
patronize others, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring 
contempt on the faith which they profess. 

Pastoral Prayer and Prayer Jesus Spoke 

Our Parent, who is among us, blessed be your Creation. 
May your reign be a reality here on earth. 
May we become more interested in building your kin-dom here and now 
than in waiting for it to come down from above. 
Let us share our bread with those who hunger. 
Let us learn to forgive as well as to receive forgiveness. 
Help us through the time of temptation, delivering us from all evil. 
For ours are the eternal blessings that you pour upon the earth. 
Amen 

Hymn 450  Be Thou My Vision 
 (stanza 3 and 4) 

Benediction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer Jesus Spoke: 
Written by J. Manny 
Santiago, 1999. From the 
Association of Welcoming 
and Affirming Baptists. Used 
with permission. Downloaded 
at Many Voices  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 









 

A GLOSSARY OF WHO WE ARE 

Adult Education – Classes offered after worship and other scheduled times 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments and fellowship following worship  

(will resume in the future)  

Bible Study—meets at the Church on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 10 am. All are wel-

come. 

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for worship – rehearsal every Thursday 

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of care and compassion for one another  

Community Events Committee – planning for dinners and other activities – is currently 

forming  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project to support small farmers and producers, prod-

ucts for sale monthly  

Heart and Soul – Prayer and conversation, open to anyone, meets on the 2nd and 4th Tues-

day of each month @ 10 am at the church or on Zoom. 

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, contact pastor if interested.  

Mission & Social Justice Committee – leading the church in mission and social  

justice  

Mutual Ministry Committee – offering support and guidance for personnel matters 

New Building Task Force – working on a plan to remodel building  

Next Church Task Force – assisting the Session in future planning  

Property and Finance – caring for the church property and finances  

Sacrament of Communion – Communion celebrated on the first Sunday of each month. 

Sacred Stitchers – sewing with a purpose, schedule to be announced 

Session – Governing council of the congregation served by the pastor and ordained elders.  

Welcome Hosts – Greeting folks as they enter the sanctuary on Sunday  

Worship/Music/Arts Committee – planning for worship  

 

Wifi Password – ohchurch 

 



The Adult Education Committee invites any 

member of the congregation who would like to 

present a class to contact Carol Petters, Chair. 

Her contact information is: 

voll1947@comcast.net or 609-513-2085 

The Education Committee asks that presenters 

use our mission statement as their inspiration 

when developing a learning experience.  

Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees – Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

phone 609 788.0271 

fax 609 788.0279 

www.ohchurch.org  

office@ohchurch.org  

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday  

9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 

Wifi Password: ohchurch 

Sacrament of communion served on the  

1st Sunday of each month. 

Adult Education 

Upcoming Classes 

0ctober 24th and 31st  

What if a Jewish Fellow wrote a Mass 

Subtitle: "Lenny B., Jackie O. and "Radical Chic"  

Led by Jim Ehrhardt 

An Exploration of Leonard Bernstein's unique Mass and 
the opening of the Kennedy Center for the Arts for which it 
was commissioned. 

We will experience the Mass over 3 Sunday mornings. 

We will also look at the founding of the Kennedy Center, 
the political climate in 1971 as it influenced the work, and 
the life and music of Bernstein and his lifelong search for 
faith through his music. 

 

Starting on November 14th and 21st 

BCC comes to Ocean Heights 

Alice and Judy are offering this series of classes to 
build on the work that Jeff Eaton and the Session are 
doing in bringing our mission statement alive. Using 
the BCC model, we invite you to explore Scripture 
through study, retelling it in your own context, 
theologically reflecting on its meaning for your faith 
and your actions, and using spiritual reflection to 
deepen and strengthen your commitment to living in 
God’s way. 

There will be three two-week sessions, beginning in 
November, reappearing in January, and March. Each 
of these sessions will engage the Scriptures through 
storytelling, discussion, art, and experience.  

More information will be provided as the class dates 
grow closer. 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 

 Session  

Sharon Eaton David Prescott Art Farnum 

Stephanie Bense Lorene Gilman Betsy Phillips 

Dianna Lease Barbara Bennet Carol Petters 

  mlp.org 

We are a member church. 

covnetpres.org 

Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church 

Adult Education Committee 

Ohchurch.org

Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church 

Proud member congregation of the  

Presbyterian Church (USA) 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

mailto:office@ohchurch.org

