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A More Light Presbyterian Congregation
joyfully welcoming people from all walks
of life, celebrating the difference of race,
ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender
identity, and ability of all people
as children of God.

September 12, 2021
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time
God Calls Us to Gather
Welcome and Announcements
Prelude
Call to Worship
Liturgist: Come! Rejoice! For the Holy One is here.
All: We stand on holy ground.
Liturgist: Come, people of God! Just as you are. Receive God’s wisdom.
All: We come to be nourished by God’s Word.
Liturgist: Come! Listen. For God is still speaking.
All: We come to hear the Spirit’s call.
Liturgist: Come! As Jesus did, with open hands, open hearts, and open
minds.
All: We come with rejoicing. To love and to serve wherever God
calls us.
Hymn 669 (attached)

Let’s Sing unto Our God

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing
Call to Reconciliation
Litany for Reconciliation
Leader: Holy One, you admonish us to pay attention to the voice of wisdom, even when it comes from an unexpected source.
All: We admit to our skepticism, and to thinking that we know all
we need to know.
Leader: We scoff at your messengers, and refuse to acknowledge our
own parts in creating chaos
All: But you remind us, yet again, that in you we find not only
wisdom, but forgiveness.

Gathering for Worship
reminds us of God’s Holy
Breath that breathed us to life
and is an occasion for us to
share the love of God.
Photo—Jacqueline Smith,
Memphis, TN—at the corner
of Butler and Mulberry

Call to Worship: Adapted
from Ana Gobledale’s “Call to
Worship” inspired by Psalm
16:9 and Gerardo Oberman’s
“Opening Prayer”
(worshipwords.co.uk)
Hymn 669: Showing the apparent influence of Genesis 1
and Psalm 19, this cheerful
hymn was created as the entrance hymn for a mass setting by the author/composer.
The joyful tune of the music
needs not be rushed but savored, more like an accentuated dance than a hasty gallop.

Leader:

Hear now our silent prayers.
Moment of Silence
Sung Response
Take, O Take Me as I Am
Take, O take me as I am;
summon out what I shall be;
set your seal upon my heart and live in me.
Words of Reconciliation
Sharing the Peace of Christ
(May the Peace of Christ be with you. And also with you.)
Hymn 450 (attached)
Hymn 450: These stanzas are
selected from a 20th-century
English poetic version of an
Irish monastic prayer dating to
the 10th century or before.
They are set to an Irish folk
melody that has proved popular and easily sung despite its
lack of repetition and its wide
range.

Scripture Readings:
from The Message

.

Be Thou My Vision
(Stanzas 1 & 2 only)

God’s Written and Spoken Word
Prayer of Illumination
Combined reading—Words of Wisdom
From the Old Testament
From the New Testament (in Italics)

Proverbs 1:20-33
James 3:1-12

Lady Wisdom goes out in the street and shouts. At the town center she
makes her speech. In the middle of the traffic she takes her stand. At the
busiest corner she calls out:
“Simpletons! How long will you wallow in ignorance? Cynics! How long will
you feed your cynicism? idiots! How long will you refuse to learn?
Don’t be in any rush to become a teacher, my friends. Teaching is
highly responsible work. Teachers are held to the strictest standards. And none of us are perfectly qualified. We get it wrong nearly
every time we open our mouths. If you could find someone whose
speech was perfectly true, you’d have a perfect person, in perfect
control of life.
About face! I can revise your life. Look, I’m ready to pour out my spirit on
you; I’m ready to tell you all I know. As it is, I’ve called, but you’ve turned a
deaf ear; I’ve reached out to you, but you’ve ignored me.
A bit in the mouth of a horse controls the whole horse. A small rudder on a huge ship in the hands of a skilled captain sets a course in
the face of the strongest winds. A word out of your mouth may
seem of no account, but it can accomplish nearly anything – or destroy it.
It only takes a spark, remember, to set off a forest fire. A careless
or wrongly placed word out of your mouth can do that. By our
speech we can ruin the world, turn harmony to chaos, throw mud
on a reputation, send the whole world up in smoke and go up in
smoke with it.
“Since you laugh at my counsel and make a joke of my advice, How can I
take you seriously? I’ll turn the tables and joke about your troubles! What if
the roof falls in, and your whole life goes to pieces? What if a catastrophe
strikes and there’s nothing to show for your life but rubble and ashes?
You’ll need me then. You’ll call for me, but don’t expect an answer. No
matter how hard you look, you won’t find me.

This is scary: You can tame a tiger, but you can’t tame a tongue –
it’s never been done. The tongue runs wild, a wanton killer, with our
tongues we bless God; with the same tongues we curse the very
people who are made in God’s image. Curses and blessings out of
the same mouth!
Because you hated Knowledge and had nothing to do with honoring God,
because you wouldn’t take my advice and brushed aside all my offers to
train you; well, you’ve made your bed – now lie in it. You wanted your own
way – now, how do you like it?
My friends, this can’t go on. A spring doesn’t gush fresh water one
day and brackish the next, does it? Apple trees don’t bear strawberries, do they? Raspberry bushes don’t bear apples. You’re not going to dip into a polluted mud hole and get a cup of clear, cool water, are you?
Don’t you see what happens, you simpletons, you idiots? Carelessness
kills; complacency is murder. First pay attention to me, to wisdom, and
then relax. Now you can take it easy – you’re in good hands.”
Small Talk
Sermon

Listening and Speaking

Alice Groome
Elder for Spirituality and Care

Small Talk—For all those
young at heart we provide a
small talk, a brief, informal retelling of scripture, or explanation of worship or aspect of
the faith journey.

Responding to God’s Word

Liturgist: By the grace of God, the people of Ocean Heights Presbyterian
Church, a member congregation of the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), gather for worship and ministry in the name of Christ.
All: We joyfully welcome people from all walks of life, celebrating
the
difference
of
race,
ethnicity,
sexual
orientation, gender identity, and ability of all people as
children of God.
Liturgist: We strive to be the body of Christ in the world, working for
peace and justice for all persons. We join with people of good
faith to address the threats of climate change and the
degradation of God’s good creation. As a progressive Christian
congregation,
All: we endeavor to understand and practice the faith we have
from scripture, informed by the wisdom of science and the
theological and cultural diversity of the world’s people.
Liturgist: We give thanks to God for the community we share in worship
and ministry for the sake of a world where love is more possible.
Pastoral Prayer
Hymn 174
Benediction

Come and Seek the Ways of Wisdom

Hymn 174: Drawing on numerous scriptural images of
Wisdom (Greek: Sophia),
especially in Proverbs, this
text offers an alternative perspective on Trinitarian theology. The Wisdom tradition
has played a role in Christian
mysticism for centuries, as
witnessed by the Hagia Sophia in Istanbul.

We are a member church.
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Ocean Heights Presbyterian Church
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Ministers: The Entire Congregation
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer
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Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234
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www.ohchurch.org
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Church Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday 9:30 am – 2:30 pm
Tuesday 11:00 am – 4:00 pm

Wifi Password: ohchurch
Sacrament of communion served on the
1st Sunday of each month.

