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Matthew 2:1-4
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the
days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the
east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.
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3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of
the people together, he demanded of them where Christ should
be born.
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§ Notice,

wise men from the east saw a star that
communicated to them that a king was born.

§ Notice also, they were not Jews and the torah was not the

source of information.
§ This in itself communicates to us that the earth, the
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universe, testifies and reveals to us that God himself, in
codes, information imperative to his plans for us.
§ They did not have the Old Testament, the prophets or the

law but they were able to read the language of the elements
as astrologers.
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§ The first of these facts has led to a great deal of speculation.

Were they astronomers? Or astrologers? What led them to
recognize the significance of this star so as to follow it all
this way? Phil Ryken surmises that the wise men ‘witnessed
several conjunctions of Jupiter, the planet they considered
to represent kingship’. But more important, he argues, is the
theological meaning of this: ‘From the very creation of the
world, God organized the solar system—and indeed the
entire universe—in a way that would signify the birth of his
Son and our Saviour, Jesus Christ.’1
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§ The second fact is equally significant: these wise men come

from afar to worship Jesus. That itself is remarkable, but in
the context of Matthew’s Gospel it is supremely important,
because the church is commissioned to go into all the world
with the gospel (Matt. 28:19). The fact that the world comes
to Jesus in the first place is a wonderful indication of the
universal significance that his birth is to have.1
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§ Wise men, or Magi (μάγοι). Wycliffe renders kings. A

priestly caste among the Persians and Medes, which
occupied itself principally with the secrets of nature,
astrology, and medicine. Daniel became president of such
an order in Babylon (Dan. 2:48). The word became
transferred, without distinction of country, to all who had
devoted themselves to those sciences, which were,
however, frequently accompanied with the practice of magic
and jugglery; and, under the form magician, it has come to
be naturalized in many of the languages of Europe.2
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Matthew 2:10-15
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great
joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures,
they presented unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and
myrrh.
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12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not
return to Herod, they departed into their own country another
way.
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Matthew 2:10-15
13 And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the
young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou
there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child
to destroy him.
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14 When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by
night, and departed into Egypt:
15 And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying,
Out of Egypt have I called my son.
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§ As we look into this Christmas season we have to look

beyond the commercial jungle of secular Christmas and
look deep into the real reason and purpose for this
celebration.
§ The fact that remains is that Christmas is about God’s

promise to establish his kingdom and prepare the earth for
the expansion.
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§ Jesus is the seed of God, the only begotten of God, the
source of the spirit wrapped up in human flesh.

§ Jesus is the seed of God using a human’s flesh to insert

himself into the world for the purposes of expanding the
kingdom.
§ Worship, gratitude and value are not Christian practices,

they are universal practices adhered to by every religion
and culture on the face of the earth.
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§ The practice of worship is the same in the universe no

matter what the focus of the worship.
§ Somehow the American church’s mindset seeks to pervert

and overlook the true essence of worship, even if we think
we have the proper focus of our worship.
§ These men were not of the Jewish nationality, yet they
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recognized the king and the necessity of worship

§ They did not allow the nationality of the savior to obscure

their worship because they knew the source of their
worship.

