Genesis 14:17-24
17 And the king of Sodom went out to meet
him after his return from the slaughter of
Chedorlaomer, and of the kings that were with
him, at the valley of Shaveh, which is the
king's dale.
18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought
forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of
the most high God.

Genesis 14:17-24
19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be
Abram of the most high God, possessor of
heaven and earth:
20 And blessed be the most high God, which
hath delivered thine enemies into thy hand.
And he gave him tithes of all.
21 And the king of Sodom said unto Abram,
Give me the persons, and take the goods to
thyself.

Genesis 14:17-24
22 And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I
have lift up mine hand unto the LORD , the
most high God, the possessor of heaven and
earth,
23 That I will not take from a thread even to a
shoelatchet, and that I will not take any thing
that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, I have
made Abram rich:

Genesis 14:17-24
24 Save only that which the young men have
eaten, and the portion of the men which went
with me, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them
take their portion.

§ God has engaged Abraham in a covenant

which is birth after God chooses him to be
the father of Israel.
§ Abraham’s covenant with God required him
to become a man of faith and therefore is
not established as a result of the law.
§ The covenant is engaged as a result of
relationship and the law is established for
those who are lawless.

§ Abraham, being in right relationship with

God, is engaged with Lot, his nephew, who
is not necessarily in covenant with God or
Abraham.
§ Later, God will reveal himself to Abraham
as Jehovah Jireh, the great provider.
§ Abraham believes on God as his source for
the blessings and increase in his life. Lot,
on the other hand, sees his source as
earthly as he is captivated by the wealth
and benefits of Sodom and Gomorrah.

§ When pressed, Lot chooses the plush land

of Sodom. Abraham allows Lot to choose
the land he desires with the confidence that
God sustains him and he knows the hand of
God is upon his life.
§ Notice the difference between Lot’s posture
and Abraham’s posture? Lot does not seem
to provide any benefit to Abraham, who is
on a mission as a result of covenant.
Abraham seems to always be providing and
getting Lot out of situations that he creates.

ØLot’s men get into strife with Abraham’s

men.
ØLot ends up being taken hostage by the
kings of the plain.
ØLot disconnects with Abraham and aligns
himself with the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah.
§ On the other hand, look at the posture of
Abraham and his relationship with
Melchizedek, king of Salem.

§ Because

Abraham is in a covenant
relationship with God, his understanding of
what covenant relationship is all about is
exhibited in this exchange seen in the text.
§ The priest, Melchizedek, brings bread and
wine.
§ He brings blessings because of God’s
covenant.

§ Abraham brings the tithes not because of

the law but because of covenant.
§ The tithe is the seed that says, ‘I give God
the credit for my increase’.
§ Abraham refuses to let the king of Sodom
take credit for the victory and his increase.

Hebrews 7:1-7
1 For this Melchisedec, king of Salem, priest
of the most high God, who met Abraham
returning from the slaughter of the kings, and
blessed him;
2 To whom also Abraham gave a tenth part of
all; first being by interpretation King of
righteousness, and after that also King of
Salem, which is, King of peace;

Hebrews 7:1-7
3 Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days,
nor end of life; but made like unto the Son of
God; abideth a priest continually.
4 Now consider how great this man was, unto
whom even the patriarch Abraham gave the
tenth of the spoils.

Hebrews 7:1-7
5 And verily they that are of the sons of Levi,
who receive the office of the priesthood, have
a commandment to take tithes of the people
according to the law, that is, of their brethren,
though they come out of the loins of
Abraham:
6 But he whose descent is not counted from
them received tithes of Abraham, and blessed
him that had the promises.

Hebrews 7:1-7
7 And without all contradiction the less is
blessed of the better.

