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WORSHIP FROM
WEAKNESS
MATTHEW 2:10-11; 2 KINGS 5;1, 5, 9-15

Matthew 2:10-11
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with
Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had
opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.
Worship throughout time has been married to giving as provision for the
expansion of kingdoms, beliefs, and vision.
The fourth part of a shekel of silver—rather more than quarter. Contrary
to our Western notions, money is in the East the most acceptable form in
which a present can be made to a man of rank.[1]

[1] Jamieson, R., Fausset, A. R., & Brown, D. (1997). Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the
Whole Bible (Vol. 1, p. 180). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.

2 Kings 5:1
1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with
his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance
unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.
The back drop of Naaman’s story is clearly another example of what is
known to be worship outside of the context of what we know as
Christianity.
Naaman was an honorable man, a mighty man of valour yet he was a
leper.
Had it not been for the fact that Naaman was a leper he would have never
experienced worship as it was meant to be experienced by God.

There is no indication that Naaman worshiped because he was
thankful for those wonderful aspects of his life.

His worship was released as a result of dealing with his infirmities rather
than those things that he would have been grateful for.
Grateful for favor, grateful for his position, grateful for his finances,
grateful for the fact that he had been an honorable man.

Notice that even though Naaman did not worship the true and living
God, he understood the practice of true worship.

2 Kings 5:5
5 "Well then, go," said the king of Aram. "And I'll send a letter of introduction
to the king of Israel."
So he went off, taking with him about 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of
gold, and ten sets of clothes.
[(from THE MESSAGE: The Bible in Contemporary Language © 2002 by Eugene H. Peterson. All rights
reserved.)

Notice that Naaman put a value on spiritual things.
Notice how he addresses the spiritual things with the carnal things.
Many people don’t understand that the secret to getting God’s favor is to
honor and invest into the spiritual benefits.

Carnal people stress over carnal things. Spiritual people are more
concerned about aligning themselves with those things that are
spiritual.

2 Kings 5:9-11
9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the
door of the house of Elisha.
10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan
seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.
11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He
will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his
God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

Carnal people many times make the mistake of thinking that they can
think or assume their way to the blessings of God.
We cannot dictate God’s strategy and plan to bless us, we can only act in
faith as he directs us.
God does not appeal to our carnal mind; the carnal mind is enmity against
God .
This is Naaman’s dilemma, he wants what God has but he wants it his
way.

If God is going to bless you it has to be his way.

2 Kings 5:12-15
12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters
of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went
away in a rage.

2 Kings 5:12-15
13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if
the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done
it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?
14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according
to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh
of a little child, and he was clean.
15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came,
and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God
in all earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy
servant.

