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MATTHEW 2:10-11
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding
great joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the
young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and
worshipped him: and when they had opened their
treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold, and
frankincense, and myrrh.

The focus of this series is the birthday of Jesus and how
Jesus’ birthday should be celebrated according to
scripture.
These wise men came to worship Jesus because of what
they saw in a star, not scripture.
They were not European.

2 KINGS 5:9-11
9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot,
and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.
10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and
wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come
again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.
11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said,
Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and
stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

Most Christians seem to be conflicted about what
worship really looks like.
Most Christians want to dissociate money and worship,
always putting a negative spin on giving.
The issue in worship is that the one we worship
prescribes what is acceptable worship, not the
worshipper.
All worshippers in all religions and races understand
that sacrifices, gifts and offerings are standard aspects
of worship.

2 KINGS 5:13-16
13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and
said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great
thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather
then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?
14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in
Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and
his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child,
and he was clean.

2 KINGS 5:13-16
15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his
company, and came, and stood before him: and he said,
Behold, now I know that there is no God in all earth, but
in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy
servant.
16 But he said, As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I
will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he
refused.

Worship requires obedience (If the prophet asks you to do
some great thing, you would have done it).
Worship will require that we come out of our comfort zone
(he dips seven times in the Jordan).
Worship will bring us into an encounter with God and once
we really experience him, attitudes about giving changes
(behold now I know that there is no God in all the earth
but in Israel).
Naaman is glad to give his offering because of his
appreciation for God’s blessings (now therefore, I pray
thee, take a blessing of thy servant).

2 KINGS 5:17-19
17 And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be
given to thy servant two mules' burden of earth? for thy
servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor
sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord .
18 In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my
master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there,
and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house
of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of
Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.

2 KINGS 5:17-19
19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from
him a little way.
Notice that the mindset of Naaman makes worship a
priority. He doesn’t focus on what he gave but now he
focuses on an opportunity to continue to worship (I pray
thee, be given to thy servant two mules' burden of earth?
for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering
nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord).

Even though his master still worshiped a false God and
Naaman would be forced to attend and assist his master in
the temple. His heart had been turned to God.
He was clear and accountable to Elisha about his intent,
which is another sign of his change of heart.

2 KINGS 5:25-27
25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha
said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said,
Thy servant went no whither.
26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee,
when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee?
Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and
oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and
menservants, and maidservants?

2 KINGS 5:25-27
27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee,
and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his
presence a leper as white as snow.
Gehazi is typical of someone who has a form of Godliness
but not really a true worshipper from the heart.
His priority was not worship but benefits. He went behind
his leaders back. He was not accountable for his actions.
He was deceitful making Naaman think that he had
Elisha’s blessing.

Elisha, there is a time and season to receive the benefits
but not before you sow and serve.
Since Gehazi’s heart was towards Naaman’s goods, he
received Naaman’s disease.

