
 
 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR… 

Have you ever sat in front of a blank page that you know 

needed some words, but you found yourself staring at that 

page and the words just are not there? It is not that you do not 

have words you can put down, but you just want them to be 

the right words. This first Hilltopics article as Acting Pastor at 

Wilson Memorial Church feels like one of those blank pages. 

I cannot help but think that there is something appropriate 

about it. We find ourselves at a “blank page” moment in our 

church. We have a full and rich story of the people of God on 

our little corner of the world. This little faith community has 

stood as a lighthouse through the Civil War, Two World 

Wars, Korea, Vietnam, The Cold War, 9/11, and the Gulf 

War. Our community has followed Christ through the 

struggles for civil rights for African Americans, equal rights 

for women, and through the challenges now being faced by 

the LGBTQIA+ community. We have stood through times of 

national peace and wealth and through the Great Depression 

and the more recent financial crisis. Now can stay we have 

stood through TWO global pandemics. It is clear we are built 

on a far stronger foundation than the Watchung mountainside 

that holds our foundation.  

 

But now we turn a page into a new season, a new chapter in 

the story of God’s people at Wilson Memorial Church. I fully 

believe that the good news of Jesus informs the challenges of 

2021 and beyond just as they informed every generation since 

the Washingtonville Sunday School Association gave birth to 

this congregation. What are we going to write on this new 

blank page? That’s up to us. As we begin to slowly regather, I 

am praying that we do so with deep listening to the Spirit of 

God and to the people we are called to serve. We have always 

thrived because of our adaptability and our willingness to 

hold closely to the side of the One we follow. May our next 

season be even greater than any that have come before. We 

stand on the shoulders of those saints who have come before 

and now it is our turn to write this next chapter. I look 

forward to writing our story together. 

 

Regathering  

I wanted to pass a brief note about our plans to regather in 

person. While positive cases are still in the thousands, the rate 

of positive tests are going down. What that means is that more 

people are getting tested and less are coming back positive. 

That is a good thing. With more and more people getting 

vaccinated, we trust that number will continue to go down. 

We have been preparing for the time coming soon where we 

can open the doors without concern, but in the meantime, we 

are preparing to take the following path toward regathering: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Regathering continued 

1) Open our sanctuary for in person worship on March 21. 

Services will also be live-streamed on our YouTube 

channel. 

2) All participants will be following normal Covid-19 

protocols: temp check, mask-wearing, social distancing 

in the sanctuary, etc.  

3) Continuing to host our coffee hour/prayer via Zoom 

until we receive an “all clear” from the CDC.  

4) Continuing to conduct our worship in both in-person 

and live-streamed formats indefinitely.  

 We feel fairly confident that we are headed the right 

direction into the future, but we want to do so wisely so that 

we can see this crisis past us in the quickest and safest way 

possible. We have thrived during this time as a congregation, 

and I expect that we will continue to do so. We all look very 

forward to seeing each other very soon.  

Blessing, Michael 

 

 
 

 

GRATITUDE FOR PASTOR BARBARA PETERS 

This past season we celebrated the retirement and legacy of 

the Reverend Barbara Peters who served this church with 

faithfulness and grace. This church has had a history of “big 

shoulders” on which we were able to grow into every new 

chapter of the history of this great congregation and Barbara’s 

leadership led us into the 21st century ready to take on the 

challenges ahead while celebrating our past. We honored 

Barbara with the title of Pastor Emerita, which gives her a 

permanent place of recognition for her years of service here 

as well as dedicating our patio as the Reverend Barbara Peters 

Contemplative Garden. This is a fitting tribute for one who 

served this congregation with her whole heart. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

In Person Worship Returns! 
Sunday, March 21 at 10:00am 

Live stream also available on YouTube.  

Link available at: www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos 

Services will be recorded and available for viewing at 

your convenience. 

Holy Week Celebrations 
Maundy Thursday Service of Communion - 7PM 

Good Friday Service - 7PM 
Both held in our sanctuary. Communion will be served to 

all who attend, with protocols in place.  

Both services will be streamed live. 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 

In this, our first Hilltopics of 2021, it seems appropriate to do 

a quick review of our accomplishments in 2020 while 

successfully surviving nearly a full year of pandemic life. 

Challenges aside, several projects were undertaken, such as 

creating and expanding our video production capabilities and 

exploring ways to keep touch with each other, including 

developing an online weekly newsletter.  

Exterior renovation of the office wing façade was completed. 

The steps leading from the Chapel to Valley Road were 

repaired. The patio was leveled and interior painting is 

ongoing. Two Boy Scout projects were supported and 

completed: the Wilson Memorial Family Room was created 

and renovated and a series of birdhouses were constructed in 

the Kindness Trail area.  

We guided the restoration of all the exterior stained glass 

windows in the Chapel.  The project, a most generous gift 

from the children of Bill and Vera Watrous, Bob, Scott and 

Nina, is ongoing. St. Augustine and St. Monica Coptic 

Orthodox Church continued worship in our chapel except for 

some months during which the pandemic prevented it. 

In response to the discovery of need exacerbated by the 

pandemic, a new food insecurity ministry was formed to 

provide food to several families identified as being at risk.  

Through the Blue Bin ministry, our congregation has 

provided food support for these 6 families for many months. 

We hired a new Director of Music and Worship Arts, and, 

creating a more expanded position, hired a Church 

Administrator. Our Outreach continued, providing support for 

local, national and international organizations 

Except for a few necessary months of closure, the Frippery 

held strong in its 50th year. 

And even our Memorial Christmas Trees shone brightly on 

the front lawn, more numerous than ever. 

We said a fond farewell to our beloved Pastor Barbara with 

an online toast, the presentation of messages from a loving 

congregation, the designation of our patio area as the 

Reverend Barbara Peters Contemplative Garden, as well as 

bestowing upon her the designation of Pastor Emerita. Then 

we topped it all off with a fun drive-by parade.   

On January 31 we held our Annual Meeting on Zoom and the 

congregation voted Michael Acting Pastor for a period of one 

year as we perform a congregational mission study. 

No doubt, I have neglected to mention some accomplishment 

that I should have. It’s been a successful year in so many 

ways. Looking forward though, two thoughts are forefront the 

Board’s minds. The most immediate is the consideration of 

when we can safely come together to worship again in our 

Sanctuary. The Board approached this question once again in 

the March Board meeting. Given the falling Covid numbers 

and increasing vaccinations, along with the continuation of 

our safety protocol the Board has decided that we can safely 

regather starting March 21st. We look forward to seeing each 

other again. 

 

 

 

 
Secondly, the Board has a great interest in the window 

replacement project for the Sanctuary and I have faith that 

2021 may be the year to see that project take flight. With 

God’s blessing may we move forward to do good in the 

world. 
In faith, 

Angela Della Ventura 

 

 
 
SUNDAY CLUB NEWS... 

Hello Friends, 

 It's hard to believe it's been just over a year since we 

started distributing our weekly Youth and Family 

Newsletter! To borrow a phrase from Sunday Club 

Online; Didja know that this informative missive goes 

out each Wednesday to nearly 80 subscribers, providing 

faith practices to use at home, updates from the youth 

staff and fun videos to illustrate the week's theme?  

You can subscribe by contacting me 

at veggietalelady@hotmail.com. 

Speaking of Sunday Club Online, we are beginning the 

last module of An Illustrated Invitation: Joining in God's 

Work in the World. As we walk the last steps of the 

Lenten journey, we will be exploring Jubilee, The Holy 

Spirit and the sacred meaning behind Communion. It's 

my prayer that as we progress to the cross, families will 

be able to find time to bring church into their homes to 

experience the joy of Easter in a way that is safe and 

meaningful.  

  

This just in!!  

Pastor Michael will be on hand in the clubhouse as we 

approach Holy Week!  

You can find episodes of Sunday Club Online on The 

Wilson Church Youtube channel.  

New episodes premiere each Saturday at 9am.  

        & <><  

Carol Droege  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weekly Email Updates are available on our 

website!  www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/emails 

Sunday Club:  
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/youth-family 
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BOARD BRIEFS… Dec 2020-February 2021  

The Executive Board met prior to the annual Board 

Christmas Party to make sure we were on track with 

various staffing and business items during the continued 

time of change for Wilson Memorial Church.   

We planned a socially distance farewell celebration for our 

beloved Rev. Barbara Peters where we bestowed the honor 

of Pastor Emerita and presented gifts of a bench for the 

renamed patio area dedicated as The Reverend Barbara 

Peters Contemplative Garden, a beautiful scrapbook of 

cards and memories, a compilation of video greetings and a 

monetary donation from congregants. 

Committee Updates:  

Personnel Committee – After an interview process, both 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music and Worship Arts and 

Tonya Jenkins, Part-time Administrator, were hired and 

started January 1, 2021. 

Outreach Committee – Our Blue Bin Food Bank continues 

to support five families, as well as Star Fish and the 

Plainfield Food Security Program.    

Memorial Endowment Committee (MEC) –   

 MEC approved and forwarded a request from El 

Centro for the amount of $5,000 or the support and to 

subsidize the process for at least 30 people to become 

American citizens. The Board approved the request.   

 The MEC requested the Board vote on the following 

request – Houston Food Bank – Texas Storm Relief 

Amount Requested: $1,000. The Board approved the 

request via email vote.   

Nominating Committee – Nominations for the Executive 

Board were submitted to the congregation during the 

Annual Meeting.   

Facilities Committee –   

 The grand Chapel stained glass window is restored 

and protected. The work on the smaller windows is 

ongoing.  

 A separate contract for plowing the manse was 

secured after determining that the current vendor could 

not adequately clear the driveway. Contracts were 

adjusted accordingly.   

 The patio work will be completed in the spring.  

 A leak in the front area of the narthex has been 

repaired.  

 Phone systems and internet have been updated by 

Verizon.   

Other Business –  

 Christmas Tree Dedication: we erected 40 trees in 

December, an increase of 15 over 2019. Thanks to Lisa 

Shpunder & team for the beautiful trees.  

 We planned and presented a successful virtual 

Annual Meeting on January 31, 2021. We recorded 

over 90 votes via mail and email and over 32 

households participated in our live, virtual meeting.   

 Nancy Scott will look into the submission of monthly 

PR articles in local newspapers. This will fall under the 

previously formed Communication Committee. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

SYMPATHY…  

Our thoughts continue to be with the family of our beloved 

Pastor Emeritus, Ron Miller, who passed away on December 

25th. A private interment was held on January 4, 2021. The 

Miller family is planning on holding a Memorial Service to 

celebrate Ron’s life once it is safe to gather together again.  

We also remember the family of Cliff Palmer, husband of 

Suzy Palmer, Lonnie Miller’s brother-in-law. Cliff passed 

away on February 16, 2021.  

Sympathy to the family of Margaret Kuhn, a long-time 

member of our church. Margaret passed away on December 

11, 2020. A private interment was held in our Memorial 

Garden on January 17, 2021.  

Thoughts and prayers are with the family of Edith Douglas. 

Edie passed away on January 20, 2021. A private memorial 

service was held in our sanctuary on February 13, 2021.  

We also offer condolences to the family of Irv Fenner. Irv 

was a former choir director, as was his wife, Janet 

Miles Fenner. A private interment will be held in our 

Memorial Garden on June 5, 2021  

We extend our sincerest sympathy to the family of 

Joyce Marie Olafson, mother of Cota Possein-Kania. Joyce 

passed away on March 10, 2021.  

  
PERSONAL ITEMS…  

We continue to pray for the health of: Tom Peters, Arlene 

Seidel, Peggy Dutton, Ed Kresge, Kerri Herlich, Patti Lohr, 

Diane Ray, Joan Baylis, Alison Barr, Janet Meeks, Joy 

Jurgens, Eva Wehof, Howard Beyer, Al Carroll, Ed & Doris 

Herrmann and Judith Rizk.  

 

 

 

Wilson BLUE BIN Food Bank 
Donations can be dropped off in the Blue Bin outside 
the church sanctuary door. Call or text Angela: 908-
512-1000. 

Items always appreciated:  
 Paper products 

 Peanut butter 

 Jelly  

 Canned Jarred fruit 

 Rice 

 Beans *Canned/dried 

 Canned Vegetables, meat or fish 

 Soups *plain not creamy please 

 Potatoes 

 Onions 

 Squash Hard skinned 

Food donations are supplemented with fresh 
foods purchased with your generous cash 
donations. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP… 

TEMP days are now, Thursdays and Saturdays 9:30-12:30. It 

is best to call to see if we are open that day between weather 

and not enough volunteers.  

We are FILLED to the rafters with things you had no idea you 

needed! 1000s of items at garage sale prices. Now thru the 

end of March any item you buy on the FIRST floor 

(household level) that is GREEN or has a SPECK of green on 

it, will be 1/2 price!!( The item itself not the price sticker) 

Our clothing section on the SECOND floor now has Spring 

and Summer items available for you and your family. MOST 

items are $4 each OR fill a level Kings paper grocery bag for 

just $25 (that’s ALOT of clothing!)  

Stop by on a Thursday or Sat 9:30-12:30, cash sales, checks 

accepted from church members 

Be SAFE out there! xo ALL the Frippery Volunteers  

*** PLEASE NOTE, we are LOW on children's clothing and 

women's Spring and Summer clothing if you have Spring 

Fever and are cleaning out your closet  

***Our winter clothing was donated to 

 1) The Pregnancy Aid Center for children and women in 

Raritan 

2) Angela distributed some coats thru the North Plainfield 

Food Pantry  

3) The Dress For Success program in Madison  

4) The Lyons VA hospital ( men's and women's clothing) 

United Family and Children's Society Christmas  

Gift Collection  

 This December we collected gifts for 80 children up thru age 

18. It was a tricky job to accomplish but Wilson came thru 

with FLYING COLORS! I have been doing this over 25 years 

and my mom (Mary Ann Ingram) collected for years before 

me. All the social workers she dealt with have moved on so I 

have no idea HOW long Wilson has been participating. Thank 

you from the bottom of my heart for those of you that 

contributed to this wonderful cause. xo, Lisa Renaud  

Mary Ann's Mitten Collection 

This December and January we collected, hats, scarves, 

gloves, mittens and socks to distribute to those in need. The 

Ingram family donated 87 items in memory of Mary Ann 

Ingram ... and Wilson came thru with an additional 218 items! 

Items were distributed between 1) The Blue Bin 2) United 

Family bags 3) The Pregnancy Aid Center in Raritan. Thank 

you all for contributing, my mom is smiling down at you.  

xo Lisa Renaud 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL FACTS… 

We have started a new year, a new chapter of hope and 

promise for the future of our church as we start to emerge 

from a year like no other in 2020.  

With that promise come the challenges of change. We 

successfully met the challenges of the past year. We planned 

for these changes and are poised to fulfill our goals in 2021.  

Those goals include our financial obligations. Our 

Congregational Giving started off well in January but is 

lagging a bit in February. Our expenses are right on track.   

As we approach Easter and inch closer to gathering together 

again, I am optimistic that we will meet our financial goals 

With gratitude, 

Pam Davis 

 
 
 

WAYS TO GIVE 

Give Online: 
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/give 

Mail to: Wilson Memorial Church 
7 Valley Rd., Watchung, NJ 07069 

Your continued support is greatly appreciated. 

Dinner and a Movie 
This year Lent happens to fall across Women’s History 

Month. We will continue to explore our Lenten journey 

through the eyes of women.  

Information on joining the discussion can be found in our 

weekly emails at www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/emails 

The final two movies are: 

3/17: Girl Rising, which is a great documentary about 

women’s issues around the world through the eyes of 

young girls.  

3/24: Hidden Figures, which is the history of female 

mathematicians at NASA.  

 

Film viewing should be ON YOUR OWN prior to each 

week's meeting to chat about what you saw and heard in the 

film. 

Join us at Zoom.com (coffee hour link) 

Meeting ID: 295 288 6060 with the  

Password: marywilson 

Feel free to bring your own snacks! 

Welcome to WILSON U!  

We are thrilled to have obtained access to an entire season 

of Master Classes from Vibrant Faith, a resource for faith 

formation, coaching and more.  

Each course is led by an expert in their field, including our 

own Rev. Michael Droege. The content is always practical 

and to the minute with the latest research.  

Each course is available free of charge, using a promo 

code, to any member of Wilson who would like to learn 

more about how to be the best church we can be in 2021.   

Each class is held via Zoom webinar in two 90 minute 

sessions. Classes that you miss will be recorded and 

available for later viewing.  

For more information visit:  

www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/wilsonu  
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