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WE HAVE A FREE GIFT FOR YOU!!

You now have access to thousands of Bible

Study videos, gospel-centered videos on parenting, marriage, finances, leadership and more plus fun shows that
point your children and grandchildren to Christ! If you didn’t receive an email, please call the office!
The High School girls NEED our Help! Please
prayerfully consider how much the Lord would
have you give to help them restore and renew our
playground for Blanco families and the Gospel!
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“N

ow concerning brotherly love you have no
need for anyone to write to you, for you
yourselves have been taught by God to love one
another, for that indeed is what you are doing to
all the brothers throughout Macedonia. But we
urge you, brothers, to do this more and more…”
(1 Thessalonians 4:9–10, ESV)

Love.
Our culture talks a lot about it, especially this
time of year. Yet even with all the talk, ideas,
theories, and experience, our world is largely
clueless on the topic. Even what we get right is
often misapplied and misunderstood.
As Christians, those who serve and worship the
author of love who, himself, is the very definition
of love, we should be able to provide clarity on
the topic. All too often, however, instead of our
light shining into the world’s uncertainty, the
fogginess of their confusion clouds our vision and
obscures our understanding.
But if we could learn to love, like Jesus has
commanded us to love, we would shine as lights
in the world (Phil 2:15). We would see the reality
of Jesus’ words as they see our love for one
another and know we are his disciples (John
13:35).
As I consider these words from Paul to the
Thessalonian church…
First thing we see is that the Thessalonians are
loving one another well. I feel that he could very
well be writing these words to our faith family. I
am so proud to be a part of a church where we
love well. This brief article does not afford the

space to recount the love you each demonstrate
to one another and to me. Yet, he still
encourages them to love more and more.
The next observation is that love is learned.
They had been taught to love. Elsewhere, we
see older men and women encouraged to teach
younger husbands and wives how to love one
another. Love must be learnable, or God could
not command us to love.

Finally, we see that love is done not felt. Love is
expressed in actions and behaviors, not simply
felt. Of course, the emotional element is
undeniable. Feelings are wonderful and can
enrich our lives, but they are not ultimate. They
cannot be relied upon. To love in spite of our
feelings is not hypocritical or dishonest, it is deep
and mature. Love always acts on behalf of the
one being loved regardless of how we feel.
Indeed, experience will teach us that our feelings
will often follow our actions and not the other
way around.
So, let us learn new ways to love one another.
Let us discover ways to serve and encourage one
another. Let us patiently forgive, intentionally
pursue, and selflessly consider one another as
better than ourselves. Let’s pray for, pour into,
and hold onto one another. Let us know one
another and bless one another and depend on
one another.

…and if we can learn this kind of love, in
increasing measure, we will find our joy will be
increased, our friends will be built up, and our
Savior will be glorified.
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6p - 9:30p

Sign-up to deliver Meals on Contact Dianna Blackburn for
Wheels on Tuesdays.
more information.

8a - 3p

RESTORE & RENEW
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SUNDAYS
God has been so
good to FBC Student
Ministry!!! Since October,

10:45 am Worship Gathering

WEDNESDAYS
6 - 8 pm

Youth

we have seen three
students come to Christ!! I give God all the glory for the
work He is doing in the lives of our students! I am also so
thankful for my wonderful team of student leaders who

Kingdom Kids
Wednesdays 6:30 – 8:00
1st - 6th graders
6:00 pm Dinner
·
·

Bible Memory
Bible Teaching
Fun games

·

Join us each Wednesday as we learn more about
the Bible and how to pray. We uses music as an aid
to memorize Bible verses, and we play competitive
games each week! Follow us on Facebook!

FBC Blanco Kingdom Kids

show up faithfully to love on these students & build life
changing relationships with them.
Along with the rest of the world, ministering to students
has looked different due to the pandemic, but that has
not stopped the work of God! I meet with students and
parents daily who want to repent & draw closer to Him. I
thank you, Church, for your prayers and support of all we
do to reach students and their families. Never stop
praying!
Coming up this next weekend of 2/5-2/7, we will take
students to the Hot Hearts Conference at Highland
Lakes. It will be an amazing opportunity for students to
hear from dynamic speakers & worship with other youth
from the surrounding area. Not to mention, they will also
build friendships as they go through a ninja challenge
course, zip line & exciting
games! For more information,
come see me!
Blessings,
Pastor Gary

Please begin praying for the details of an exciting new Children’s Ministry at FBC. Look for

ways to plug in and serve as Children’s Church
kicks off in the next couple months!

Monday & Wednesday

look a little different this year. Because of the
pandemic, we did not advertise our program but informed students from last year of the
opening of classes on October 5th. In the fall term we serviced about eight students. However,

five more students have enrolled this month, all learning about the program by word of
mouth. We are blessed to see these students each Monday night to assist them in learning
and becoming more proficient in the English language. We value your prayer support for our
students and all-volunteer staff.

L OOKING

FOR A WAY TO SERVE OUR COMMUNITY ?

Find a friend and sign-up
on the table outside the worship center.
* You will pick up the cooked meals and directions
at Trinity Lutheran Church at 9:30 am.

