
w h a t  w e  b e l i e v e
We believe the Bible is the inspired word of God and our only rule of 
faith and practice. As Scripture teaches, we believe God became man 
in the person of Jesus Christ, saving us from sin by grace through 
faith. We believe the seventh-day Sabbath was established by God at
Creation and honored by Jesus in His earthly ministry as a gift of rest 
and rejuvenation for all. We celebrate the church as the diverse “new 
community” forged through the death and resurrection of Jesus, in 
which all are called, all are gifted, and all are valued. We anticipate
Jesus’ personal and visible return to earth to raise the righteous dead, 
make the earth new, and dwell with His faithful children throughout 
eternity. We live out our love for Jesus by growing in His likeness and 
by serving our fellowmen.
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O U R  M I S S I O N
We seek to  grow pass ionate d isc ip les  of 
Jesus through worship of  God,  nur ture  
o f  one another,and outreach to  the world .

The Washington Adventist University Church
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O U R  V I S I O N   We w i l l  g lo r i f y  God by  be ing  increas ing ly  t rans formed in to  the  l i keness  o f  Chr is t

c a l e n d a r  o f  e v e n t s

worship.nurture.outreach
Follow us now on Facebook and Twitter

w e l c o m e

w o r s h i p  s c h e d u l e

All events are 
cancelled until 
further notice!!! 

Welcome to Sligo today. As we began to make plans 
for this year’s homecoming nearly nine months ago, I 
don’t think that any of us could have imagined that our 
11thAnnual Sligo Homecoming would be a virtual one. 
Now this is not to say that our homecomings, not unlike 
our weekly Sabbath services, haven’t been streamed 
over the Internet for years, because they have. But 

what is different about this year’s homecoming is that the one service 
where the emphasis has always been on bringing Sligonians, past and 
present, from both near and far, is now a service that has become 
the epitome of social distancing. Sadly, as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic, this is what our world and, yes, the church has become. 
But as I’ve said many times before, although the church has left 
the building, we have not abandoned our mission. So despite this 
year’s homecoming being a virtual one, in my opinion, it is no less 
meaningful. Under our theme for this year, “All Are Gifted…All Are 
Valued,” we are happy to welcome our speaker, Dr. Kendra Haloviak 
Valentine, professor La Sierra University as she shares a message 
titled, “Remembering as Returning.”    
- Charles A. TappJoin us next week at 11:00 

a.m. via Livestream: <media.
sligochurch.org> or on YouTube 
as our pastor for Discipleship and 
Congregational Care, Pranitha 
Fielder, shares a message with us.
 

w h o  c a n  h e l p

PHONE: 301.270.6777          EMERGENCY: 301.980.1009 
FAX: 301.270.3518            www.sligochurch.org  
Domestic Violence Hotline: 240.777.4000
National Suicide Hotline: 1.800.273.8255

SENIOR PASTOR    
Charles A. Tapp, ext. 126    ctapp@sligochurch.org

PASTOR FOR ADMINISTRATION & ADULT MINISTRIES   
Don McFarlane, ext. 116    dmcfarlane@sligochurch.org

PASTOR FOR DISCIPLESHIP & CONGREGATIONAL CARE               
Pranitha Fielder, ext. 127    pfielder@sligochurch.org   
 
PASTOR FOR YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS      
TBD                        

PASTOR FOR CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES
Hazel Marroquin, ext. 136                hmarroquin@sligochurch.org
 
PASTOR FOR WORSHIP
Cheryl Wilson-Bridges, ext. 123    cbridges@sligochurch.org

ADVENTIST COMMUNITY SERVICES HEAD ELDER    
Ken Flemmer  301.585.6556  Erwin Mack 301.434.1622

HEAD DEACON   HEAD DEACONESS 
Manuel Rosette 301.370.1255                      Carol Hooker  
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C H R I S T  F I R S T
p r o f i l e  o f  g i v i n g  -  J u l y  2 5  

CHURCH BUDGET: This offering pays for the outreach and 
nurture  ministries of the church and the church school, 
along with necessary expenses such as utilities and 
maintenance of the church building. 
 
Last Year:      This Year:     
            
July 27         $  11,692          July 25             $    7,924    
July 27  YTD $ 289,115          July 25 YTD      $293,998   

BUDGET FOR JULY 25 YTD:   $309,799   

CHURCH BUILDING IMPROVEMENT:  

July 25  YTD                              $  10,138    

BOONSBORO CAPITAL FUND:

Aug. 2019 - July 25                     $  23,985                                        
                                                            
TITHE: All  of these funds are sent to the Potomac 
Conference to help expand the Kingdom of God throughout 
our region and  the world.

Last Year:       This Year: 

July 27          $    64,606        July 25           $    35,130
July 27 YTD   $1,374,496        July 25 YTD    $1,290,733

Today’s designated offering goes to Local Church Budget.
Loose offering goes to Church Budget.

h o w  y o u  c o n n e c t
• Take your next step at “Connection Central” in the Atrium

• Do life together: Join a Journey Group

• Fill out a pew menu card and place it in the offering plate

• Visit sligochurch.org/connect2ministry

      
The Elixir
- George Herbert

Teach me, my God and King,
         In all things Thee to see,
And what I do in anything
         To do it as for Thee.

         Not rudely, as a beast,
         To run into an action;
But still to make Thee prepossest,
         And give it his perfection.

         A man that looks on glass,
         On it may stay his eye;
Or if  he pleaseth, through it pass,
         And then the heav’n espy.

         All may of  Thee partake:
         Nothing can be so mean,
Which with his tincture—”for Thy 
sake”—
         Will not grow bright and clean.

         A servant with this clause
         Makes drudgery divine:
Who sweeps a room as for Thy laws,
         Makes that and th’ action fine.

         This is the famous stone
         That turneth all to gold;
For that which God doth touch and own
         Cannot for less be told.
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s a b b a t h  d e v o t i o n a l

“Remembering can be a 
type of returning.  Mark’s 
gospel includes stories of 
people often overlooked 
including women who 
served Jesus and a man 
who carried Jesus’ cross.”

The Life-Transforming Power of 
the Holy Spirit:
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, the ministry of the apostle 
Paul reached even the upper echelon of society. Crispus (Acts 
18:8) was a ruler of the Jewish synagogue. He was a religious 
leader steeped in Jewish Old Testament thought, and the 
Holy Spirit broke through and changed his life. These case 
histories reveal that  as we witness for Christ and share His 
Word with others, the Holy Spirit will do remarkable things in 
the lives of all sorts of people from all sorts of backgrounds, 
cultures, education, and beliefs. We cannot and must not make 
assumptions about who can or cannot be reached. Our job is to 
witness to anyone and everyone brought into our lives. The Lord 
will do the rest.

The Holy Spirit cooperates with the Father and the Son in the 
redemptive process. In all of our witnessing activities, we are 
joining Him in His work of saving people. He convicts hearts. He 
opens doors of opportunity. Through His Word, He enlightens 
minds and reveals truth. He breaks the bonds of prejudice 
that enslave us, triumphs over cultural biases that obscure our 
vision of truth, and delivers us from the chains of evil habits that 
shackle us. As we witness for Jesus, it is crucial to remember 
that we are cooperating with the Holy Spirit. He is there before 
us, preparing hearts to receive the message of the gospel. He 
is there with us, moving upon minds as we perform an act of 
random kindness, share our testimony, conduct a Bible study, 
give away a piece of truth-filled literature, or participate in an 
evangelistic outreach. He will continue working upon the heart of 
the individual long after we leave, doing whatever it takes to lead 
that person to a knowledge of salvation.

w e  g a t h e r  i n  h i s  n a m e

Homecoming Sabbath
Song of Gathering     
Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee / No. 12

Sligo Live                                  Pranitha Fielder 
25th Anniversay of Women’s Ordination

Welcome & Church Life            Cheryl Wilson-Bridges

w e  h o n o r  a n d  p r a i s e  h i m

Parade of Nations

Hymn of Praise 
Rejoice Ye Pure In Heart! / No.  27

Prayer                                Mariana Amorim

Anthem                               
In Christ Alone /arr. Paul Byssainthe, Jr.; Justin Jeffery

w e  r e f l e c t
               
Children’s Message                    Hazel Marroquin

Scripture Reading                  Lynson Nallathambi
Mark 1:29-31 (NRSV): As soon as they left the 
synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and Andrew, 
with James and John. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in 
bed with a fever, and they told him about her at once. He 
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then 
the fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
Mark 15:40-41 (NRSV): There were also women 
looking on from a distance; among them were Mary 
Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger 
and of Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him 
and provided for him when he was in Galilee; and there 
were many other women who had come up with him to 
Jerusalem.

Music for Meditation     
He’s Got the Whole World in His Hand / arr. M. Bonds

Introduction of the Speaker         Charles A. Tapp

Sermon                                   Kendra Haloviak 
Remembering as Returning
 
Invitation to Give                     Charles A. Tapp 

w e  g o  t o  s e r v e     

Benediction                                         Joseph Khabbaz 
  
Hymn of Reflection    
Go Forth, Go Forth with Christ / No. 377  

Postlude     
Sortie, from La Nef Sacree / Cecile Chaminade

Leading our music today are:   
Joy-Leilani Garbutt, organist     
Lorette Gray, chorister    
Denique Issac, vocalist

Sligo Sanctuary Choir, Sligo Singers, Sligo Men’s 
Chorus, Strings & Band     
Paul Byssainthe, Jr., music director  

Footnotes:     
Kendra Haloviak Valentine, Ph.D., is professor of 
New Testament Studies at La Sierra University (Riverside, 
California).  She earned bachelor’s degrees in Theology and 
English from Columbia Union College in the late 1980s and 
served as an associate pastor at Sligo in the early 1990s.  
Her publications include dozens of articles and two books: 
Signs to Life:  Reading and Responding to John’s Gospel 
(2013), and Worlds at War, Nations in Song:  Dialogic 
Imagination and Moral Vision in the Hymns of the Book 
of Revelation (2015).  In 2009 she met Gilbert Valentine, 
Ph.D., while guest lecturing at Avondale College in Australia, 
and they were married in 2010.  During the past eight years, 
Gil and Kendra have enjoyed becoming grandparents to 
Bronte, Hayden, Tess and Caspar Valentine.

Joy-Leilani Garbutt is the Minister of Music at Christ 
Lutheran Church in Washington, D.C. and the organist for 
the Takoma Park Seventh-day Adventist Church. Joy-Leilani 
is the recipient of a Fulbright Scholarship and has recently 
returned from France where she pursued research on early 
20th-century French organ music by female composers. 
She is a Ph.D. candidate in musicology, and an organ 
student of Dr. Jeremy Filsell. In the spring of 2018 Joy-
Leilani co-founded the Boulanger Initiative, a non-profit 
organization dedicated to promoting music composed by 
women through performance, education, and commissions. 
In addition to solo recitals in the U.S. and France, Joy-Leilani 
has performed with the New England Youth Ensemble in 
England, South Africa, New Zealand, Australia, and Mexico.

Denique Isaac is an alumni of Washington Adventist 
University. She recently received her Master of Music degree 
in Voice Performance from Indiana University, Jacobs 
School of Music.

Simple Truths for Life:  Sligo’s Radio Ministry, can be 
heard each Sabbath morning from 8:30 - 9:00 a.m. on WGTS 
91.9 FM. Listen with friends, then invite them to come to 
church in person at 11:00 a.m. Download past episodes or 
subscribe to future episodes for free from Simple Truths for 
Life by Sligo Seventh-day Adventist Church from the iTunes 
Store. You can also go to simpletruthsforlife.org/podcast.

Prayer Requests:      
Families of these deceased:    
Gil Roys, Niels Clement Dormer, Rex Constantino Clareate   
For Healing:      
Fiona Peart, Chandel Brown, Dilshad Khan, Norman Martin

11th ANNUAL SLIGO HOMECOMING! Plan to join the church 
family and Sligo friends on August 1 for Homecoming 2020, the 
theme of which is “All Are Gifted…All Are Valued.” Worship with 
us on Sabbath morning at 11:00 a.m. via Livestream: <media.
sligochurch.org> or on YouTube when Kendra Haloviak Valentine, 
professor of Religion at La Sierra University, shares a message. 
Music will be provided by vocalist, Denique Issac, and the Sligo 
Sanctuary Choir, Singers, Men’s Chorus, Strings & Band. Joy-Leilani 
Garbutt will serve as organist.

Supporting Ministry - Please continue to support the ministries 
of Sligo Church during the absence of in-sanctuary worship. You 
can give your tithe and offerings online via the Sligo Church website 
(sligochurch.org), by mail to 7700 Carroll Avenue, Takoma Park, 
MD, 20912, or in person at the church office. If the office is closed, 
please use the mailbox on the left wall at the entrance. 

Caring for One Another is an integral part of what it means to 
be a church family. We want to ensure that our elderly members 
have their basic needs met during this time of social distancing. 
Please share with Pranitha Fielder <pfielder@sligochurch.org>, 
our congregational care pastor, the name of any elderly member 
who in your opinion needs the support of the church during these 
challenging times.

Sligo Book Club - Please join us for a discussion of the book “All 
at Sea” by Decca Aitkenhead on Wednesday evening, August 19 at 
7:00 p.m. Contact Kay Rosburg at <rosburgkay@gmail.com> to be 
added to the zoom invite.  We look forward to seeing you there!

Sligo Live: If you have a story, a subject or an individual that you 
would like to see featured on Sligo Live, please contact Pastor 
McFarlane at <dmcfarlane@sligochurch.org> or 301.270.6777, ext. 
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